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BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM | WS 3
' UNIQUE SITE NO

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

'QUAD
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION SERIES
ALBANY, NEW YORK (518) 474-0479 NEG. NO.
. YOUR NAME: _ Town of Islip/SPLIA ' DATE . "May 1990
R S Town Hall, 655 Maln St. './ - ‘ : :
'YOUR ADDRESS: 151113' L.I., N.Y. 11751 71p{EPHONE: 516.224.5450

~ ORG ANIZATION (if any) Dept of Plannlng, Hou&ung, and Development

'_**:max**t*tt**#:**t**t***:**:*#*t*a*t

IDENTIFICATION

1. BUILDING NAME} 'I‘elefunken/Atlantlc Communication Co. Wireless Station
2. COUNTY: folk TOWN/CITY:__IS1iD  _ vILLAGE:_West Sayville
3. STREET LOCATION: Cherry Ave., west side, north of LIRR tracks, west of Locust Ave.
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public [] b private & s
5. PRESENT OWNER: U.S5. Government ADDRESS
6. USE:. Original: wireless station Present: _F;A_A_Lﬁ!ﬂﬂilng_ﬁtﬁmn-
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes O No 4
: " Interior accessible: Explain Us2. GOV t. restricted property .
- DESCRIPTION :
8. BUILDING a. clapboard [J b. stone [ ¢. brick J d. board and batten [

MATERIAL: e cobblestone [ f. shingles () g. stucco (&  other:

9, STRUCTURAL a. wood frame with interlocking joints [l
'SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members [l '
(if known) ¢. masonry load bearing walls X

: d. metal (explain)

, e. other -
10. CONDITION: .~ a. excellent J b. good X c. fair O d. deteriorated [
1. INTEGRITY:  a. original site B b. moved [ if so,when?

c. list major alterations and dates (if known):

12. PHOTO: Neg. KK XXV-3, fm. SE. 13. MAP: NYS DOT composite Patchogue/Sayville
This 2% story building is the original 1911 Quads
power house designed by I.H. Green. Bullder was B
the local company of Bason Bros.
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Neg. KK XXV-4, fm. SE,

showing FAA tower at center, portion of power house
behind building at left, and concrete guide~wire base from 1913 tower at right.
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Neg. KK XXV-12, fm. SE, showing power house and smaller hip roof building.
The two large gable roof concrete buildings in the backgraound are cennected
by a one.story link.

1911 power house at the right
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Neg. KK XXV-8, fm. SE, showing west wing of power house.

—— RN on

Neg. KK XXV-10, fm. SW, showing east wing of power house, hip
to the south, and FAA tower base at right.

This is the original 2% story -
powar house (40' x 60'), built 1911,

WS 3

1962.

This section was added c.

roof building
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Neg. KK XXIII-2§, fm. SE, showing wire poles on the site.
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1911 power house in the background
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Neg. KK XXV-14, fm. E, showing base of tower with power house in the
background, clapboard building seen in Neg. XXV-7 & 13 at left, and
concrete block building seen in Neg. XXV-16 at right.

1,
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16, fm. E/SE, block building N of power house.

Neg. KK XXV- showing concrete
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Telefunken/Atlantic Communication Co.

concrete guide.wire base
(ivy covered) of former
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1913 tower.
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Weights on pulleys to keep
taut the antennae that are
stretched between the poles.

Another guide-wire base for
original tower.
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Neg. KK XXV-7, fm. SW, showing base of FAA tower and clapbeard building with
a brick foundation east of the power house.
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Neg. XXV-13, fm. NW, showing
above photograph,

clapboard building near FAA tower seen in
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Neg. KK XXV-5, fm. SE,
showing FAA tower,

gable peak of power
house east wing, and
portion of concrete
building in photo below.

Neg. KK XXV-6, fm. SE, showing base of FAA tower and concrete building
SE of power house.
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The former Telefunken/Atlantic Communication Co. Wireless Station, now owned by
the Federal Government and operated by the Federal Aviation Administration, occup-
ies a 120 acre parcel north of the Long Island Rail Road tracks between Cherry Ave.
on the east and Locust Ave. on the west. The site contains a large power house and
several outbuildings grouped near a modern Remote Communication Air To Cround
(RCAG) tower. The power house and related outbuildings date from the early 29th
century. Several large concrete guide~wire bases remain from the original 1913
wireless tower that stood near the present antenna. A concrete block building with
a flat roof dates from the mid 20th century and stands north of the group. The
remaining acreage is primarily meadowland with scattered trees and supports a wide
variety of local plant and wildlife species, including the rare and endangered
"Sandplain Gerardia" wildflower.

The Sandplain Gerardia (agalinas Acuta) is regarded as the rarest form of
plant life on Long Island. Of these plants on Long Island, 75% grow in

West Sayville. The plant was classified as Federally Endangered October
7, 1988.

18 -

This is an important historic site. The German government bought the property c.

1911 and erected "the most powerful wireless station in the world” in 1912, A
similiar station was erected in Germany and most of the messages were sent in code.
In 1915 President.Wilson seized the German station and it has belonged to the Federal
Government ever since. After WW I it was leased to Mackay Radio and Telegraph Co..

In 1939 the FAA took it over. In 1961 80 additional acres were acquired. The present
antenna now broadcasts to international air flights.

The main power house was designed by the prominent Sayville architect, I.H. Green,
and that building is an outstanding feature on the property today. The facility is
still in active use but it is unmanned which unfortunately invites vandalism.

o

This facility is one of the few remaining transatlantic transmitting
stations anywhere. Once on Long Island there were huge acreages devoted

Lo overseas radio transmission. Mackay had an important set-up in
Smithtown just north of Brentwood. It is now a major industrial park.

RCA had a 500 acre facility in Rocky Point - which RCA has turned over to
New York State as a preserve., A second RCA site was south of Riverhead in
Southampton  Town. These facilities all operated with high towers and
miles of low wires strung on poles not far above the ground. This latter
operation is still in use here in West Sayville. The antenna from these
low poles enters the power house through the rows of small square openings.,

That this historic facility has remained is miraculous, and it may be that

it would be considered eligible for the National Register.

The original spark-gap transmitter has been replacad with a single side band
hich power voice transmitter.
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21 - Newsday, 1/9/1990, p. 23, & 3/20/1990, p. 28.
Interview, Tim Foster, FAA, 5/1990.
NY Times, 6/11/1989.
E. Belcher Hyde. Atlas of the Ocean Shore of Suffolk County, L.I.
(westerly section), 1915.
Community Living, The Record, 7/13/1989.
The Record, 5/5/1989.
Kruh, Louis. The Family Guide to Long Island, 1976, p. 99,
Dickerson, Charles. A History of the Sayville Community, 1975, ». 99.
American Heritage, December 1965, p. 63.
Research by Constance Currie, 6/1990. 43 Sayville Blvd., Sayville, 11782.
Isaac H. Green Account Book.
Interview, Carl Heller, FAA Engineer, 516.737.3617.
Interview, Aidyl . Bason. 160 Garfield Ave., Sayville, 11782, 7/1990.
Suffolk County News, 12/29/1911.
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E. Belcher Hyde. Atla .J;hﬂ/@@hoféﬁof Suffolk County, L.I. (west), 1915.
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CHAPTER XVII.
SAYVILLE WIRELESS STATION
MACARTHUR FIELD
FAA AIR CONTROL STATION

Back in the year 1911 Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany decided
< X5 to build in America the most powerful wireless station in the
Q /,Ll’% world. He sent a company of engineers called the Telefunkep
AAL, \" {"-._{‘J';,‘ Co. t9 America and they sele(_:ted an ar_-ea north of.the 1'.81]
[“‘a‘, gm;% road in West Sayville as the ideal location. The station with
three 600 foot towers was completed in 1912, Kaiser Wilhelm then erected a
similar station in Nauen, Germany and for many yearsthe-only wireless com —
munication between North America and Europe, was between Sayville and
Germany. Most of the messages were sent in German code,

In 1914 came World War 1 and many American ships were sunk by German
submarines while we were still a neutral country - this despite the fact that the
ships left New York ' blacked out” and with no published schedule; also despite the
constant protests of President Wilson and William Jennings Bryan who was
Secretary of State. President Wilson arranged to have a young man from Sayville -
named Sewell Thomnhill, Ir. - who was interested in wireless, to decipher the secret
German code. The Lusitania was sunk May 15, 1915, A message from Sayville had
read “Grandmother died at 11 A.M. this morning”but when deciphered it read
“The Lusitania sailed past Sayvilleat 11A.M. this morning.” President Wilson sent
a company of marines to Sayville and seized the German station.It has belonged to
the Federal Government ever since. After World War 1 the station was leased to
Mackay Radio and Telegraph Co. In 1939 the station was taken over by the
Federal Aviation Agency for its international flight transmitting service. In a major
expansion program in 1961, when about 80 additional acres were acquired, it was
made one of the most powerful radio transmitting stations in the world,

In 1943, during World War I1, the Federal Government sent out a notice that
any community that would provide the suitable land area, they would build an
airport. The Supervisor of Islip Town, Charles Duryea, answered the notice. There
was a large tract of about 1300 acres of tax sale land north of Sayville bisected by
Johnson Avenue. An arraiigement was made with the US Government to close
Johnson Avenue, and build a new airport there. The government completedhﬁie
airport in 1944 at a cost of about $5,000,000. After the war the airport was
returned to the Town of Islip. At a cost of several millions of dollars, the Town in
1963 erected a seven story air control tower, and in 1967 etected a large ticket
office and administrative building. The Town purchased additional land to extend
the runways for the largest planes. Also the Town has built several large hangars,

Dickerson, Charles. History of the Sayville Community, 1975.
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Telefunken Wireless Tower Tof.

Go Up 480 Feet |
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Local Buiiders Now Estimating on
Brick Power House 45x100—Tower
To Stand on Insulating Plates of
Glass, IB Inches Thick.

l!
b . .
I The vew plant of the Pelefunhey Wire
less Telegraph Co., whicl js Leing eres ted
near the railrosd & short distaace w e of
this village, has 1ot made very  rupid
progress of Jate, the weatler being  un-
Tavorable for iroo work at that slijtude.
The thin itde tower, wbhich has pow
reaclivd a beight of absut 270 {t., swuys
perceptibly o the wind, and some of the
workien oo the jnb, althougl accustome)
totakivg s)l ports of risks, havye Jittle hes
itation in saying tbey dou't Tike tbis job
It certaivly requircs men of the dare devil
I¥pe to erect structures of this kind., for
we are relinhly informed that the plans |
call for this tower 10 g0 1o almost twice f}
1

‘
i present beight. or 1o be more exacr
430 ft. The tower af present srandas o
jack screws byt some Leavy plates urf
21885 18 foches in thick neas BTe DOW K Lhe
Bayville station apd are (o be used {m;
iosulating PUrposes.

Plavs bave been prepured by Architeer
L H Greenfors 1wo story brick huind
LUL_{M_' which is intended, we by
Heve, for 8 power plant. and pisos and
specifications for this structnre are now [
out among the builders, who are prepar.
ivg estimsics,  Otrher buildinge, cxpeially
Some coltages for the necommadation of
OPUTRIOMR, dre now beiog talked of, byt
vothing definite ahont “luem has bLeen |
dope sx ver,

Accordiog 10 one rumer vXPeriments
in wirylens telephoning are to e msade
from this plaat. Ip BOY case, it s gaiie g
certain that this new uynd, riakiong  will
add much to Sayville's famein g} parts
of the world.




Sandplain gerardia
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