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Reflectlons Of The Past ;

By Ruth Dougherty 3

.Back around 1900 this is how the interior of the present-day Commumty House on Gmene Avenue
looked, with its owners, Captain and Mrs. Charles Z. Gillette sitting in the parlor, the front northwest
room. Today it is a very plain unadorned meeting roo one are its Victorian furnishings and the .
elaborate gardens that surrounded the house. But many cluldren today enjoy the baseball diamonds and’
~—grotnds, while scouts, Board of Elections aid other groups make use of the meeting rooms. The Gillettes’
daughter, Ida, was the last to live in the house. She left it to th the Episcopal Church Charity Foundation.

who in turn seld it to Islip Town. )
‘_T_,__ T e e : Photographer Unknown
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14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known (X b.zoning(J  c. roads (J
' d. developers [J e. deterioration (3  ~
f. other:
i5. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY:
’ a. barn (] b. carriage house (] c. garage [
d.privy (0  e.shed (J  f. greenhouse [
g. shop [0 h. gardens OJ
i. landscape features: _county pa rk; snrrmmd ing property
. 'j. other:
16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING - _(check more than one if necessary):
a.open land X1 b. woodland [J _
c. scattered buildings (]
d. densely built-up &  e. commercial (J
f.industrial (J  g. residential
h other: '

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS S . ‘ i
‘(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district) - : § : NP

The Gilette House is located on the east side of Gllette Avenue.
just south of Main Street (Montauk Highway )

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

2% story, 5 bay Italianette house with gable roof,Palladian
window:in facade gable, flanking 2 story pllastered later wings,
Surlian encloséd entrance, Queen Anne style corbelled chimneys
at either end of main structure.and balcon finetre 4/4 windows
on main facade,

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION

ARC HITECT:

BUILDER:

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:

The Gilette House was built in 1848 by Captain Charles Z. Gilette

on what wasthenEdwards Avenue, now Gilette Avenue. The house and

property was left to the communtiy by the captain’s daughter, Ida,

and is now known as the Gilette Communlty ﬂouse and Park. It is

a Besigndated ¥fown Landmark. ,
Ida Gillette left the house to The Eplscopal Church Charity Founde

ation who in turn sold it to Islip Town,

21. SOURCES: .
Historical Landmark Preservation.iCommittee, Islip, New York.
J. Chace Jr., Map of Suffolk Countys Long Island, New York, Philadel-
phias: 1858,
22. THEME:
Prepared by: coclety for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities
Setauket, New York 11733 '
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