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BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION QUAD
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION SERIES
ALBANY, NEW YORK (518) 474-0479 NEG. NO. .
, JUN 21 1977
YOUR NAME: Town of Islip ' DATE:__ 14 Feb, 1977
Town Hall

YOUR ADDRESS:_655 Main Street, IsliplELEPHONE:516-581-2000
I-JQI,O ’N.Y‘ 11751

ORGANIZATION (if any):__Department of Planning, Housing and Development
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IDENTIFICATION ‘

1. BUILDING NAME (S): _* - tere——{off—SeirmcTiuee—Rond ) _

2. COUNTY: Suffolk — fowNwITY: IS1ip . VILLAGE: G#eek—River EAST 1SLIP
3. STREET LOCATION: __S<clhoolnbuse & ; Westside. L

4. OWNERSHIP:  a. public LI b. private &

5. PRESENTOWNER:__ "~ .. R,L. Hollins ADDRESS:__same

6. USE: Original: regidence Present : regidence

7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes O No K

Interior accessible: Explain permission of owner
DESCRIPTION

8. BUILDING a. clapboard ]  b.stone (1 . . brick ]  d. board and batten (]
MATERIAL: cobblestone [] f. shingles g. stucco []  other:

L. 1. ANTIQUITIES

®

NEGATIVES DZPOSITED AT
SOCIETY FOR PRESERVATION OF

wood frame with interlocking joints []

9. STRUCTURAL a
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members []
(if known) c. masonry load bearing walls []
d.

metal (explain)

e. other

10. CONDITION:  a. excellent b. good [ c. fair [J d. deteriorated [

11. INTEGRITY:  a. original site b. moved [J  if so,when?
c. list major alterations and dates (if known):

roll MFS 3-0 13. MAP: N.Y. State D.C.T, map
ATTACHED

L A

12. PHOTO: neqg.

e
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14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known &l b. zoning O ¢. roads OJ
d. developers [ e. deterioration [
f. other:

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY:
a. barn{] b. carriage house [ c. garage o

d.privy [ e. shed [ f. greenhouse [}

g.shop [1  h.gardens (O ‘

i. landscape features: 24 acres -

j. other: _octagonal root cellar: pond
16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING _ (check more than one if necessary):

a. open land (X b. woodland [

_c. scattered buildings [

d. densely built-up (] e. commercial []

f.industrial [ - g. residential (1 =

hiother: o o

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)
Rambling 1 story wood shingle gable-roof house on 24 acres,
built in 1966 from materials from old barn, Barn was moved
and made part of house, Cckagonal root cellar remodeled as
a cottage and moved to site by pond, Official Town Landmark,

a rmmc;%%m6, . L ,
18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

See Gearge H, Peters The Trees of Long Island, 1973

SIGNIFICANCE ~
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 1966
ARCHITECT:
BUILDER:

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
House is near the site of one of '"recent” William Nicoll dwellings
which stood on the extreme western end of the 1684 wWm, Nicoll Patent,
. just east of the head of Nicoll Cree¥, - The house and 1100 acres
were sold in 1906, The main house was torn down about 1910,

21. SOURCES:
Interview, Mrs, R.L. Hollins, 31 Aug, 1976

Hyde, E.Belcher, Atlas of a Part of Suffolk County,L.I.,N.Y. South Side
Ccean Shore, Merritt Hyde, pub, by E.B.Hyde, Bklyn 1915 vol.I.pl.5,

AAXAKBEPERIE
~ Bailey, Rosalie Fellows, The Nicoll Family and Isllp Granqe, published by

Loionial Lords of tke Manor, 1940,

Research by: Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities.
Marilyn Sachs, research assistant, o :
e
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bilt, and the La Salle Military Academy, are on the portion east
of the river that was inherited by the daughter Frances Louisa
Nicoll, wife of General William H. Ludlow. The Atlas of 1873

~shows their residence near the old church .and Ludlow’s Landing

at the point. The portion west of the Conetquot River, including
Nicols Neck and the old home, was the share of the son William.

This William Nicoll was the seventh and last owner of the
property, and occupied the old home here until the autumn
previous to his death at Babylon, on March 11, 1goo. A’ charming
portrait of him as a boy of nine years, painted by William §.
Mount in 1829, is reproduced in this monograph. His neighbor,
Mr. Hollins, writes me: “He was-a very kindly, fine old gentle-

man, but I think, confined his activities particularly to local af-
fairs, such as the school board and his farming. He had a school-

. house on his property, which burned down in the 1880s and, sub-

sequently, I believe, donated part of the land on which the pres-
ent East Islip'Public School stands.” He graduated from Columbia
College, A.B. 1840, and was educated for the law but never prac-
tised. He was appointed School Commissioner for the 2nd Dis-
trict of Suffolk County in November 1859, served many years.
He was vestryman and warden 1868 of St. Mark’s Church, Islip,
to which he gave land in 1862. He also gave land to Emmanuel
Church in the village of Great River, and was warden there for

“twenty two years. He lies buried in the cemetery close to this

church, his death bringing to a close an occupancy of the Nicoll
Patent by the Nicoll family for one hundred and ninety eight years.

There remains considerable uncertainty concerning the dwell-
ing houses ‘on the Nicoll Patent; despite research on-my patrt and-
that of Mrs. Guion Thompson. There were. at least two main
residences — apart from numerous farm buildings.

Nothing definite is known concerning the home of William
Nicoll, the Patentee, who resided here from 1401 until his death
1722-24. Pelletreau states that his mansion was on the Great South

. Bay; Bayles, that he fixed his residence in 1701 at Great Neck,

Islip, on what was in 1874 known as the Deer Range Farm.
These statements suggest the same site, if not the same house; as
that owned by the grandson Clerk William during the Revolu-
tion. Certainly according to present topography, the desirability
of that site is obvious as-it is the only rise in the land (even
though very slight) near the shore line, and is in full view of the
bay and beach. Nearby are springs and a pond for ice.

It is very probable that the Patentee’s house fell into ruin, as
the place was vacant (unless occupied by a tenant) - for thirty
years after his-death. Did Clerk ‘William, who returned to Islip

35
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PANELING FROM NICOLL HOUSE., GROUND FLOOR

PANELING FROM NICOLL HOUSE
SOUTHWEST ROOM GROUND FLOOR..

:». ards £y T . H M
(Cupboards from East Room, Wainscoting from Hally

H

1754-55, redecorate his grandiather’s house or build a new one?
Did William Junr. receive one ol the minor houses on the prop-
erty as a young man about 1779, or did he build his own? 1id
William Nicol 6th build the vecent house 1820-29 or inherit it?

Both Clerk William and his son William Junr. had homes at
Islip according to the 1779 newspaper riotice. These accounts of
plundering by Connccticut men infer that both houses were
accessible from the shore.

Accumulation of various items locates the home of Clerk Wil
liam (during the Revolution and presumably since 1754-55) 1—
the accessibility from the water, the legend of the ncarby family
burying ground within an old man’s walking distance from his
home, the distance between house and burying ground mentioned
in an old family diary, the location of the road used by him to
travel to New York, and the uncarthing of silver candle snuffers,
etc. when the cellar of the Plumb house was dug about 1874,
this silver evidently being marked since it was turned over-to the
‘William Nicoll then living:

The present Hecksher State Park is on the large neck (called
variously Nicoll’s Neck or Point and Great Neck) and includes
much of the bay frontage in Nicoll’s first patent, 1684. Less than
half a mile from the beach by the parkway drive are the few re-
maining clues to Clerk William Nicoll's residence. Here a remnant
of the Nicoll Road (still so called) starts northward, passing in
one tenth of a mile a path by the old unmarked grave mounds.
Planting and lay of the land show that the Nicoll Road formerly
crossed the parkway drivé on its own way to the water, and that
southwest of the intersection was a tree-lined driveway to a resi-

dence. This was the house built about 1874 by James Neal Plumb

evidenily on the very site of the old Nicoll house. Lack of deli-
nite knowledge concerning the latter suggests it had disappeared
many years previous, by fire according to various descendants; the
late Matthias Nicoll of Shelter Island, born 1840, inferred that it
had burned belore his time.

The recent Nicoll dwelling stood on the extreme western end
of the 1684 Patent, just east ol the head of Nicoll Creek (lor-
metly called the Cantasquntah River), m the East Islip section.
This was the dwelling of William Nicoll 7th untl 18gg, sold by
his executors tooether with 1100 acres 1 1go6. 'T'wo of the old
farm buildings, with handhewn beams, still stand on the back
portion of the estate ol Mrs. Harry B. Hollins Jr., the present
owner, but she tore down the Nicoll dwelling about 1g10. Some
of its excellent panelling was tncorporated in a nearDy house
built by Miss Frances Livingston on Bay View Avenue, East Islip,
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' now {1g40) owned by Joseph Magliocco.

T The creek on which stood the dwelling is long and winding, and
not practical for boats except at high tide. Any other approach to
the house from the shore would have been across miles of salt
marsh. The site was undoubtedly chosen for the protection thus
afforded.

A water color sketch of the recent Nicoll dwelling as it appeared -
about 1850 shows a square cupola and third fleor gables, typical
of Victorian improvements, but also the squat “lie on your
stomach” windows in the attic of the west wing and the long, nar-
row sidelights flanking the front door, both typxcal of the half
century following the “Revolution. The floor plan shows an un-
usually wide hall and corner fireplaces in all but the wing and
original kitchen, These had large stone fireplaces with. narrow
stairs curving up behind.

Mrs. Guion Thompson, granddaughter of the last William
Nicoll, writes of the house as she remembered it:

“My theory is that the main part, as sketched, together with
the extension marked Grandfather’s office, was all built at one
time, later the west wing (which was more Victorian in style)
was added, the large veranda and the two big dormers on the
third floor. All this is guess work but Grandfather’s office I
believe was the original kitchen. It had a big stone fireplace,
and the large closet off i it, was pantry, the room unmarked was
never used at all in my day and 1 believe that there was a
doorway into it from the small hall or passage and that it was
originally the dining room. I am quite certain the big room
(i.e. the west wing) marked Great-Grandmother’s room was
built on about 1843 when Grandfather married. The two
vile small-windowed rocoms above were always used for the
children and were typical of that era. There were two bed-
rooms on the third floor, one in each large dormer and be-
tween them a tiny winding stairway led to the cupola. As far
as I can remember there was no plaster used in the walls of
the first floor and the three bed rooms of ‘the second floor.
Al was pancling. There were deep recessed windows with
window seats beneath in dining room and parlor, built-in
cupboards and book cases with wooden paneled doors . . .
T believe the main part of the house was built between 1810
and 1820. My guess is that it was built for or by William
Nicoll 6th at or around the time of his marriage to Sarah
Greenly. He died at the age of 24 and when his son William
married in 1843, the wing was added, as when I was a child
the large room in this wing was used by my great- Grand-
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ST ROOM GROUND FLOOR.

SOUTHWE

mother and 1 believe she turned over the main part of the
house to the son and his wife. Another reason 1 think. the
house I knew was not older than the date I have given is that
all the furniture was of the Empire period ... T think you will
agree with me that its architecture dates it, and that 1t does
not belong to a period earlier than 18o0.”

The panelling from- the recent Nicoll dwelling is ‘a supcrb

example of the period ‘about 1750, according to “Miss Frances

Livingston’s architect and other architects. T think we would be
misled to infer therefrom that the recent Nicoll house was built
by Clerk William when he settled at Islip 1754-55. That house is
not so old, and it is probable that he always lived near the shore
and - the road that Dears his name. Possibly the panelling was
transferred from his home after his death, 1780.

Testimony in the suit of 1836, elsewhere referred to, is inter-
esting in the informatjon it throws on the roads of the period:—
Richard Udall, one' of the witnesses, stated he was born 8o years
ago in Islip, where he now lived on the present South Country
Road 6 miles west ol the Winganhappagh brook. When he first
remembered it, this road was only passable as far east as the brook
where there was a swamp. Before: the people of Islip made this
road passable, there was a road .called Nicoll’s old road, leading
from Nicoll’s house North to the Gonklin road; which Lawyer
Nicoll used to travel to New York. His father told him the
Conklin road was called the Old Country Road and the King’s
highway. The testimony of various witnesses concurred that the
Old Country Road ran about g miles back of Patchogue across the
Conetquot River to Conklin’s tavern.

The early maps of New York State are illuminating. De Witt’s
Map of 1804 marks the neck (east of the Conetquot River) as
Nicols. Calvin Smitl’s 1844 Map of Long Island called it Nichols
Point, shows Islip cast of the Conetquot RIVGI‘, and also Islip P.O.
(the present town of that name) far to the west on Smith’s Neck
between Champlin and Orowoc Crecks. Beers’ 1875 Atlas shows
W. Nicoll’s Residence above Nicolls Creek, and the village of Oak-
dale (where Islip had appeared on the maps of 182¢ and 1844) .

- David Burr’s 1829 Atlas of New York State shows a road running
north on the east part of Nichols Neck; from the shore to the mid- .

dle of the island. Calvin Smith’s 1844 Map shows the roads in
greater detail; this one is seen to continue as far as the Branch at

Smithtown. :
The sale in 1go6 ended an ownership of two hundred and

twenty three years by the Nicolls, during which the property had
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been the family home for one hundred and ninety eight years.
Only one grandson of the last owner bears the name of Nicoll.
He lives in the South and has no children, so the line may be said
to have died out with the property.

This senior line of the Nicoll family was remarkable in its con-
tinued characteristics. In England, the family was “county” and
supported the Episcopal Church; some were ministers or lawyers.
During their first century in America, the Nicolls attained great
prominence in social, political and legal fields, and made brilliant
marriages. Almost without exception ihey were lawyers and al-
ways staunch Episcopalians, builders or supporters of churches.
Such a history over the centuries is remarkable and should be of
interest to believers in heredity, and to all those who feel that
every leading family in any neighborhood can be and usually s
a constructive and important rallying point for the other people
for miles around. ‘ :
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By Herry Holling

»s;mllacimm of the Southside Club ie of my mother sad gr
Hing me how my great uncle, Archibald Coles, uged o deive
< “&aomm now Glen Cove, io Liff Saedecor's Tavern al ¥ lis YR
‘ 1‘”&3;1&@? and grangmother Movvis with him. ¥ way from hew I
arties made up for the deer hunting and how Morris's stacd % ¢
elow the upper brook, about 100 yds from the present ﬁmmm,x ¥
enze ,@lmﬁmeo‘b {the original Delmonico) farther down,  After
firiw:m Mr. Delmonico wasg ~0und dead on ms vtam from 2
: citmnent : ~

; wern stoed where the South Side Club now im and from

m 3 18th century was the rendevous for sporismen and their

w York City and vicinity., When Liff becawe too old to run

ned it over to his son Obi who, with the help of hie wife,

de this place more popular than ever, Mrs. Obi was mvm v ized

alligood cooks in that vart of L. 1. and her waffles, clum frittecs

Clams South Side}, fried eels and br oxlet:.% fish, were celebrak w’i
led CthEP{lS and griddie cakes, R ‘

on pmperty oz'marmliy granted by Queen Ann to the Micoll

v extended from Sayville to Champlain's Creek for which

:Winganhaup&ugh& and from the Great South Bay North to iha

R.R.  which wag located early in the 19ith cen‘iury Afier’

mVem to hig son, he lived in the house that’ W&E aﬂzerwards
: émd atill 1&%&1' W. Bayard Gutaing‘a pﬂace. i

maved to Islip pern"arwm}g in 1877, I Lnew Mr, Wm, C. T\?imml ‘

riends ang neighbors. Mr. Nicoll was an honorary memb«nr of

store's noblemen. He lived in an attractive Colonial

reek between my son B‘arx;g a place end the Taylor place,

He used 1o get ready cash Ly cutting his own woods and

ity with cord wood. [ can see him now giiting on *sp of
3 aellmg it from door 1o door for $4. 00 a cord. With

ever mmmkfa hxm for mher than a{ gemﬂ?mam '

Flum place: d.nd the 1, 000 acreﬁ to George L Lﬂrll}:u}‘d
ble. Mr.. Fred C. Neilson, & member of the 8. 8. C. bought
came part of the Taylor property, the balance helonging o
\fter Mr. Nicoll's destn, I bought the aki hcvuﬁe: &mi é@ ACTes
ate and gav&. t}"em 1o my son xiarry . B

, nly a very tme vnmu but a very “intwe ‘tmv one, anl
‘in‘local affairs. He served on the Bast Ea.hp School
d I had tna. homr of bemg w 1th him there rm:" n‘ y:m
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 11. INTEGRITY:  a. original site [ =~ b. moved & if so,when? ‘

L "FOR O’FFICEA: USE ONLY
BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM |

~ ~ i ,"'UNIQUE SITE NO, 193 0§ 92)%
DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION QUAD___
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION SERIES ,
* ALBANY, NEW YORK (518) 474-0479 | NEG. NO. i
YOUR NAME: ,%é&/ /Z%A/ @' DATE: 2 /o2 /05~
‘ oy
YOUR ADDRESS:M@MMETELEPHONE: Lr5. 2725/
ORGANIZATION (if any): /d/( Ldortoes r oA S %@fzﬂv@

**************’*****#****#‘**‘*********

IDENTIFICATION
“1. BUILDING NAME (S): /am % st W

1

2. COUNTY:

3. STREET LOCA

4. OWNERSHIP:

5. PRESENT OWNER:< /(s ,

6. USE: . Original: ' ‘ Present: ’1_‘ s

7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC:  Exterior visible from public road: Yes D " No &2~
, Interior accessible:  Explain - :

w ; ' ‘

8. BUILDING a. clapboard [ b.stone [J  .c. brick [] ~ d. board and batten []
MATERIAL: e. cobblestone [] f. shingles IE/; stucco 1~ other:

9. STRUCTURAL a. “wood frame with interlocking joints !E/
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members [] b

(if known) c. masonry load bearing walls [JJ
d. metal (explain)

, e. other. - , ,
10. CONDITION: ~ a. excellent & b good D ¢, fair [ d. deteriorated O

¢. list major alterations and dates (if known):

12, PHOTO: | C 13 MAP:

. ] 7 gzrﬁ/ Sae,

HP-1 A




NN P B

BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION ;
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBANY, NEW YORK  (518) 474-0479.

YOUR NAME: %&/ &M/

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

UNIQUE SITE NO. 10305~ ~:>j 5
QUAD_ |
SERIES
NEG. NO.

DATE: &/L/ /

Vsl

YOUR ADDRESS 020% TJ Je /zm/f/r;/ TELEPHONE: Z 7. 273/

_ ORGANIZATION (if any): /d/( Meﬁw/’w /ﬂ:%gé}"

ok kok ok k. ok ok ok koK Kk koK koK kiK . Kk kK

***~*************

. COUNTY: _
. STREET LOCA
4. OWNERSHIP:
. PRESENT OWNER:< /(,
.- USE: Original:

DESCRIPTION
8. BUILDING
MATERIAL:

Lt

cobblest(‘)ne O . shingles

®

9. STRUCTURAL

IDENTIFICATION i -
. BUILDING NAME (S): ju/ﬁ WA ~ £

. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from pubhcoad Yes D
Interior- accessible: ~ Explain

'NOE/

clapbdard [J  b. stone DE/c brick L]~ d. board and batten D
g ;

;'stucco |:| other:

wood frame with mterlockmg joints I~

a.

'SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members [
c.- masonry load bearing walls [~
d.

(if known) ‘
, metal (explain)

e. other -~

10. CONDITION:  a. excellent [~ b: good El

c. fair [J d. deteriorated (J

11. INTEGRITY: a. original sitt £1  b. moved & if so,when?
c. list major alterations and dates (f known) )

‘ 12. PHOTO:

13. MAP:
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SKETCH OF WILIIAM NIOOLLS,™S0,

. Ylllism Wicholls was the son of Mabtthias Rioolls,who
waa descendsd from an ansient and honoursble Lfamily at Islip lu
Horthamptonghire in Englend, and came over with Col., Fichard Nishollis
whao commandsd the expedition whish was senbt to reduce the Duteh in
New~York in 166h, snd who was the governor of the solony under the
duke of York,muil LH6T,

Matthias Niehoells was a relatlion of the governor, and was
by him appolnted sooretary of the colony and member of the council,

e was &lso suthorizas, by virtuve of hia office, to sit
with the justisss of the pesce in the courts of sessions In the several
ridings that were then organized, In 14672, he wag mayor of the clby
of Now-York, After the sot of 1683, remodling the ceurts of jJustice,
he was appclntéd one of the judges of the colony., Ho offiolabed in
his judfedal capgelibty in fueens ecounty,3Septombsr 12%h, 1.687.

‘1% 18 supposed that he died abcut the year 1690,

- MattHias Nicholls made seoversl purchases of wvaluable lands
gt Little Heck and Cow Gove,in Mweens eounty. In 1687, he conveysd
his lsndd st Little NVeok to his son william, and those at Cow Meck to
Joaeph Lathem, with & reserystion of sixty Peet squave, where he states
"his febther Matthlas Wlcholls 1lies buried,”

It is suprosed that William Nicholls was borm in “ngland,
and came over g lad with his father in 1684, He recelved a lemael
education at the bar in NewsYork end beoams a lawyer of good standing.
He was clerk of gnaens pounty in 1683, and held the office t1ll 1688,

. - In 168, he made a purchase of ignds et Islip, in Suffolk
county, After this period, he made seversl purchases of largs btracts
&6f landy adjoining hig first purchase, the whole of whilch was con«
firmed in 1697 by & patent of Col, Fletcher, who was dlstingulshed for
his extrdvagant grenbs of public landg.

o In 170h, ¥r, icholls became the proprietor of a traet of
land on Shaelter-Island, by virtus of & devise in the will of Glles
Sylvestar, comprchending g large proportion of that Island,

o My, Nicholls wes 8 warm friend of liberty, andfriendly
to the revolubion in {avor of Williom and Mary,but was opposed to the
arbitrary and impolibic wessures which were adopted by Leisler, rather
it would seom Lo secure his suthority then to advance the Interests
of the vevolubion,

: In conseguence of his disepprobation of the course
pursued by Leisler, he imprisoned him snd others who had courags
and honesty enourh bo avow thelr sentiments relative to publlie affalrs,
In Mereh 1691, Governor Slaughter srrived, called ILeisler

%o agoount, libevrated Wicholla and other stabe prisoners, and settled
the founda@iansw~af the Dubture spovermment of the cdlony.
Faveh 2%rd, the governor apnointed ¥Mr, Mlcholls a member
of the souncil,
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Hicholls {cont, ]

Tn 1695, 1, Wisholls wag gent to Tugland by the ssgsembly,
us ths agent of the eolony, in order bo solicit th: Interference
of the crown to enforce the contribvubions which had bLeen sllothed
Yo the other colonies fer the defence of the couniry arainst the
encroactments of the French, which fell with uvhequal wdight wpon
the colony of Neuw~ York; and for which they allowed him 1,600,

In 1698,he was suspended from the commell by the new governor,
the earl of Bellamont, who on his first arrivsel seems Lo have
embraced the views and adopted the feelings of the Lelslerians ,
and exerted hlsg offlsial influence to crush thelr opponents,

_ In 1701, ¥Vr, Wicholls was eletted & member of the assewmbly for
the counby of Suffolky bub not being & resident of th county, as
was requirved by law, he was not suffersd to hold his seab.

_ To avoid 2 similer resuli, i¢ iz supposed that he then fixed
his residence permanently on Breat Neck, in Islip, which afterwavds
became the prineipal seat of bhe family. _

In 17024 hs was again electeod o mémber of the asserbly for 3uifolk,
and wag by the houvse eletted Yo the speskerts chalr,

He wag from that time regularly elected a menber of every
gucceeding assembly till hig death, snd by evory assewbly was elected
their spéakér, In 1718, bhe resigned the speakeris chair on sccount
of i1l health, wvhich seems wholly to have provented his attendance a
few of the lést yeers of his life, . ;

He wes & member of the assembly twenty ohe years in succession
and speaker sixteen ysars of the time,. -

Mr. Jiicholls was a lawyer of considerable distinetion.

March 3oth, 1690 v, Nicholls, with James Tmmet and SGrorge
Farrawell, were appointed king's council, bto conduet the prosecution

against Lelsler and his associates,

He was one of the council employved by Nicholas Bayerd In
Varch,1702, in his deferce asainst a politicsl prosecubion instituted
by Johmn FNanfewi, the lieutsnant governopr, and pursued with all the
viclence and bitterness of party rencour, for circulating and
signing petlitiong to the lLing ond perlisment, in which the abuses of
power by his honour and his Irisnds were enmumerabed: a erport of
which case ig published in the stabe triels of that year, .

Mpr, Nicholls was also one of the council employed in the defence
of Franeis VeKemic, a presbyterian elergyman, in June,l707, who was
indieted for preaching, which wos brought sbout by the bigsiey of
thegovernor, lord Cornbury: & nerrablve of which is eontalned in
& Bamignlet published in Wew-York in 1755,

. Mr, Nicholls was twice married, Ons of his wives was Arma Ven
Rensslaer, denghter of Jeremish Van “ensslasr esq. snd wldow of Kidlian
Van Hewsslaer, who was the heir of the originsl proprietor of the
manor of Renssdlaerwick, ' o

Ve, Nicholls served in the assembly at e period when bthe colony
was divided into bitter parties, and vhen a varieby of Intoresting
gquestions ovcurred between the governors andthe assembly, which
affected the righbs and indensndence of the assembly,.On all thefe
gquestiona, Yr. Nicholls was on the side of the assembly. He appsars
%o have been uniformly friendly to the principles of freedom; an§ both in
his profeegionsl and peiisical employmendts seems bto have been a fivrm

D -
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Hieholls { conb.)

and decideod friend to the rights of the people and the best -
intercats of the colony, , o

= ¥r, Klcholls died in 1723 ovr'2h. I¢ Loft o mumber of chlldren:
ond several of his dessendante have bBeen digtingsuished by publle
stationas, Hla aldest Son Benjamin zeliled st Tallp, and marpied
Charity, & deusghter of iichard Floyd esquive, by whom he had tuo
sons. uilliam and lJenjomin, He died yourg, and his widow mavriad
the Rev, Doctor Johnson, of Hertford, who was alterwands president
of the college at Wew¥ork, under whosa sare her two sons vecelvsd
& lborgl sducatior; and they afterwards both recoived & legal
edueatlion, William inherlted the cstabe of hils fablhior;, and remsinsd
et Islips Benjomin settled im New-York, and scquived g distinguished
rank ab bhe bav, - T

William Nicholls the secomd, the second son of ¥xn, iecholls,
to whom he devised his setats on Shelfer-Island, was edueated e
lawyer, angd was & wan of btolents.He was a member of the a3sembly of
the county of 3uffollr for twenty-nine yenrs in succsasion, and during
the last nind yoars wag spacker of the house, He was fivst elected
in 1739, and was re-clected a membar every succseding assémbiy
$111 his death, s | o _

I+ 1s supposed that We dled in the dpring of 1768, The governor,
Sip Honry Moore,dissolved the sssembly Februacy 6th,Ll768; and 1% is
s tradition that he was Yeken sick on his journey homa, and died
st o bouge on Hempatead plains,

The second William lMicholls resembled his father in bls polibtical
sentiments, and was a deciddd friend to the rights of the colonies,
He 1s supposed to have toncurred in the sddresses to the king, lords,
angd cowmions, respeetively, whileoh were adogted by the mssembly in
176h and 17&5, and which he signed ag thelr spesaker,

- These addresses abound with patriotic sentiments, In thaet of 1746l,
they say that "§t would be the basest vassalage to be taxmed at the
pleasurs of a fellow-subject.,” In that of 1765, they say that "An
gsaumpbtion of power by the Urltish parlisment %o tax the colonles,
if acquiesced in or admitied, would make them wmere henants at will
of hias majesty's subjects in Britain,” .

Wim Wicholls the ssceond, dled a bachelor, snd hls estate
descended o William Nieholls the third, the eldest son of his
brother Benjemin Nicholls, Williem fiicholls the third was appointed
elerk of the sounty of 3uffolk in 1759, snd continued to hold that
office ti1l1l his doath in 1780.During the last four yesrs of his
1ife, the sdministrabion of jusbtice was suspended by the war, eund
the offlce was without profit, -

It i3 also said that Vv, Nicholls, some btime befors his death,
lgboured mmder a partial paralysis, which disqualifed him for business.
His lagt entyy on the records was made November 8th, 1776,

In Mareh, 1768, willism Nicholls the thirdwas elected a member
of sassembly for thr county of 3ulffolk, with Hleazwr Miller, o supply
the vaczney occaslioned by the death of his uwnels, That assembly
was dissolved jenuary 248, 1769.

Mr, Nicholls was azein elected in Merch, 1769, with CGol,
Hathaniel Woodhull, & member for 3uffolk.

w“ 3 -




Nieholls (cont,)

This wes thie last assewmbly undsr the colony sovermment, and
sontimied tmtil 1t was superseded by the provincial congress
or convenvion,which met MNay 22d,1775,

During the peviod of this assembly, the digputes betusen the
mother country and the colonies ervived abt » crisgis,

The British perliswent dotormined that thelr elaim bto btax the
ecolonies ot their pleasure should be sxerted., The colonles exhausted
every effort of remonstrance end susplication without effecty and no
further albernative was left buh subhmlisslon or resistance. Further
delay was useless., The btime for sctlon had arrived; and the question,
whether the colonists were 4o be vessals of the British parliament
or s enjoy th- 2ights of freemrnn, was Yo be desided by Toree. The
prospect of a conflict so unenual, in which the regult was so doubtful,
staggered many who were Lreindly to the colonies, The ocecagdion
peguired all the zeal and energy of the mest ardent patriotism,Col.
Vioodhull waz qualified for the crisls, snd met 3% without disways
e, Wizholls was less energetiec and dactaive,

Mr, Nicholls, on several important political guestions, that
might be deewed teats of prineinls, thet were aglbated by that assembly
left his eolleague nnd voted with ths ministeralists,

Possibly he had {lattorsd himself that the king end parliament
would abandon its exercise; and that, when he found the reverse to be the
case, ha wag telken Ly surprise, antd wes unprepared for the event
and that the caubion and tinmidisy of sdvanced years may have prompted
him to adopt a course he belicved adapbted to delay, or to prevent
what he ney have spprehended would prove o be a frultless contest
with overvhelming powsr of Britain, :

Admitting that he was deoided in hias opposivion to tho measures
of parliement, 1t mist he conceded that he wanted the emergy and
buldness of his pgrandfathor andé unele, elther of whon, judsing from
the ecourse they took on winor occazions involving sililer prinecipkes,
would have boen ab *he head of the opposition,

Wim Hicholls the 34 left twe sons, Wlliem and 3enjamin, He
deviged his estate at Shelter«Island to his son Jenjamin, who is :
now living, end his larger esbate of Tslip %o hisz son Williem; whileh,
with the sxesption of a few farms vhich Lhe legislature of the stabe
of Neu-York thoumht proper to talkke ocut of the course of the law,
by limitations in his wiil, aftor prssing three deserndants, continues
undiminished in the handa of the solder branch of the family,

The limitation expired ih the person of the late Wem Wicholls
of Isllp, decrased; and, in corsequenes of his dying intestate, the
estate descenda bto his threse infant ehildren, & son and twe daughters,
as tenants in covmon. This estate, on the arrival of these children
at age, will have been in suardianship, with the oxeeption of fLive
yoars, for forty years in succession,

"’I_{ L4
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