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HP·'

9. STRUCTURAL
SYSTEM:

.(ifknONn)

DESCRIPTION
8. BUILDING

MATERIAL:

IDENTIFICATION

;: ~~~~'::,~Ef~j~~-~t~.~ .•..~LA.GE, ~;~~ =81 i \'
3. STREET LOCATION:~iiih ~~L~~i~ ii,ihi~, West Q! J~ Lane
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public :tiC] h private 0 50 Iri.sh Lane
5. PRESENT OWNER: ~QWn of Islip, '. ADDRESS: __--__---------
6. USE: Original: private Est,ate-~Elu)l~.deD:e.sent:.VariOllsu8e888cmsored by the
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Extenor visible-from pubhc road:Yes DNa. ... . !fawn

Interigr accessible: Explain' ... Ona 011 hall se i 8 visibl:e from
pl1:bliQ road; ]3'J!.'ooJ{woo,d Hall. is not.

a. 'clapboard D .b.stone 0 c. brick C5l:. d. board and batten Cl
e. c~bblest6neR:<SXi·-i~g'es~(';cfas~c~~us~t1er : _

a. wood frame with interlocking joints 0
.b-. wood frame-with light members D
c. mason ry load bearing walls Ii!
d. metaL(explain) ---------_..........---------__----
e. other, ;;-'--=~------_=-------------__- ___

to, CONDITION: a. excellent 3EJ b. good 0 c. fair 0 d. deteriorated D
II. INTEGRITY: a. original site iii b. moved D., if so.when? _

tRoL.l-'" \~L.- eA~a!o][~eiAons and dates (if known):

Neb~tl\lc. $'2
1..00,," ,fo.Jf:, NV\/

12. 'PHOTO:

"t.
iL: ...._.l__~



'lr
~.~ ....,..

14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known 0 b. zoning.O c. roads 0
d. developers 0 e. deterioration 0
f.other: _

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: .'. . .-h
a. barn 0 b. carriage house XJ c. garage U
d. privy 0 e. shedU f.greenhouse IX!
g. shop 0, h. ga,rdens ',~"

i. landscape features : -.,;:;:l:..:::ak=·.:..;."'::-'-.--:"-:'.'__."..-::- --=-----=__-
j. other: su:peri:ntendeJi.tt tis cottage" playi.n.g fields

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than ope if necessary):
a. open land g] b. woodland 0
c. scattered building~!;J
d.denselY built..up EJ'''· ••••. e. commercial' 0
f. industrial 0 g. residential q
h.other:~ --------

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
" {lndicaje if building or structur~ is in an historic district) "-,. . . " '
lB:rookwood Hall and var~ous related outbu~ldings are located em a
1argeparcel of land originally ownecl by ]larry K,," Knapp,," .., '
E.titate cottag-e: at E~stentranc:e; for stliper:in:tendents; n~w Art Gallery;
1i.story 3. bay structure with end ,chimneys; original enirance and portico;
original shingles and dormers; paireul columns,,"

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE' (including interior features ifknown):

9.9.ach House: Square tower; Palladian wimdows on top level; entranc'e portico
wi.tlb: segmental ar'ch; TuscaJE C'olumns; original shingles &: windows; 2nd
st€l.'rY loading door; entrance porch Oim: NQrth side with 4 eOl'WIlllS; maiD
::foo'! extended; nQW Town of Islip Maintenanee Dept .. &;: Shop Office.
Many related outbuildings on property.

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION:_-'1....9w1~.Q"-- -- _

ARCHITECT: _

BUILDER: 1915 map:. 3 story mansion with 2t story North wing," 2 story
coach house and many rela11i.ed outbUildings owned

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: by If .. K. Knapp.
Brookwood Ball Mans;i.(lI!').: Ge.orgian ReviTal Style; dormers; voussllJiill"s;
cemerItedl'aneIs:; seIni-oircular porticel defines cireular stoop partially
rece.ssed; Ionic t1d:j... columns and pilas.ters; original entrance with
festoons and transom; Jnem.iLshbond brioKwork; stucoo NEl:rt1!l. wing; cobble­
stone o<Durtyard; pavillion near front entrance a latex addition.
Interior: Georgi.an arches; Main staircase with 'Unusually signiff,cant
features:: balus1:l.rade" 'banister railing,. newel post, Greek motif';:O:riginal
mahoganay doors, :remarkable DEass hardware; ReproductiLon 0 f ~ Georgian
Revival hardware. North wine;; Loggia wi.th. vauIte<l ceilings" Frencn tltoors,
marble fIoors, breakfast r-oom (Loggia l.trJ.ks mansion to stucco addition).
**Ez:celIent construction techniques and fine architeoi:u.ral detaiming make
tl2i.s Sfjtri~~ure a prime candidate for the National Register.,
:EIiae~ E. Beloher. Atlas of the Ocean Shore af Suffolk County. L.I.,

Westerly Section,," E!J:'ooklyn,-Manhattan, 1915.
Van Liew, B", F. "Contemporary Use", Preservation Notes .. Vol III" No.3,

22. THUlE: Ootober 1967, p. ~. •.• ' ..'. . ' ..
Researoh by: Soo.i.ety for the J?reservatJ.on of Long Island Antiquiti..es

.Ba:rbara Nadel, Reaearcl1 Assisiant
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BROOKWOOD HALL
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Published by

Southern
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..

BROOKWOOD HALL

Thomas F. Schweitzer Postal Collection
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Ov~rflow from. Lake
Winganhauppauge, Islip, L. I.

I

..
Old entrance to Brookwodd Hall on Montauk Highway

see a~tached N.Y. state D.O.T. map

1906

Thomas F. Schweitzer Postal Collection

•

•



Van IJiew" JBie,rbara F. "Q.or.ii1tem]?orar;w Use"" J?r.eservation Notes ..
"fol., II" No ~ 3,., 0 cto'DJer 1967,. p. 5.

Architectural Study
'DIe New York State Office of Planning Coordination has

recently completed an architectural study in Nassau and Suffolk
Counties. The study, prepared for the State of New York by
Edward J. Smits, Director of the Nassau County Historical
Museum, is a program-plan for the preservation of architectural
landmarks, with particular emphasis on areas containing a con­
siderable number of buildings of one architectural period.

VallDeWater House

11 -,.,

.'

A double house, two complete attached houses, which has been
sometimes described as "The Twin Houses", stands at #249
Peninsula Boulevard (formerly Prospect Street) in Hempstead
on the south side of the road just east of the 1unior High School.
This unusual 2 Y2 story building has two fine front entrances with
handsome carving', round-topped windows in the gables, and
spacious well-designed interiors. It has been said that these door­
ways are among the finest of their period ever seen in Nassau
County. They are of the 1820--30 school, with leaded glass tran­
soms and sidelights, and a pineapple carved' over each door. A
sketch of the double house, which today is in danger, is part of
the Cuyler B. Tuthill collections of 104 sketches, "Americana
Long Island." A painting of the landmark is included in the
Herbert S. Pratt series of 102 oils in the primitive style, which
series is entitled, "Paintings of Long Island Houses."

Contemporary Use

The Town of Islip is considering moving some of the town
offices to Brookwood Hall, a iI-room mansion, recently used as
an orphanage, and situated on 38 acres of prime residential land
which the Town acquired after e orphanage moved out about
two years ago. According to ~ew"paper accounts the house was
built in 19IO by Harry K Knapp and in 1930 was sold to Francis
B. Thorne. After 1942 it belonged to the Orphan Asylum Society
of the City of Brooklyn. The building is interesting both for its
handsome construction and also for its well-executed architec­
tural features, of which the main staircase is a fine example.

"The decision to buy Brookwood Hall was a good one," to
quote the Islip Supervisor. "Had the Town Board not done so,
there might well be a large garden apartment complex or housing
development sitting there today."

.5

.-
,"'



lOT III
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8UILO'NC·STRUCTURE INVENTORY fORM........

/_\ NYS OFFICE OF PARKS. ItECUATION
; ~ A HISTORIC PRESERVATION
i i O(V'SION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION "". .-...... ",'

ZACHARY N. STUDENROTH

9/u/(0/06
FOR OFFICE l-"SE O~L y

UNIQUE sin NO. /O)o'\'uVtJ 2-)-~
QUAD~ _
5ERIES _

SEC. NO.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
House]

VlLLAGE: East Islip

IDENTIfICATION BROO W .
I BUILDING NANUS)' K OOD HALL [Carrlage
2 COUNTY' SuITolk . TOWN/CITY' Islip
1 ~TREf.T LOCATION: 50 Irish Lane
4 O~ERSHIP' a. P~---b-p.n""v""al"';e""O=------:------------
~ PRESENT OWNER; own of Is~ip ADDRESS: 655 Main St., Islip
(, USE' On,lna': estate carrlage hse. Pre_"f: storage facili tv
7 AC'CESSI8'lITY TO PUBLIC Exftnot vtltblt from public road: Yes ~ No 0

Inftnor ICceuablt: Explain ....,:;bUv....liau,p"""Pl.:.t:.:,. _
Q£SClumON
It 811ILl)f~(;

MATERIAL.

·t. ~IU.JCTUM"l

SYSTliM:
(If knulltnJ

III CO"liOITION~

II "TI:<;RITY:

n, PHOTO:

, • e

a. "apboard CJ b. 110M 0 c. brick 0 d. board and bauen 0
e. ,obOlafOM 0 f. manila aJ .. stucco 0 . other: _

... wood frame wirh Inc.rfockJ", joints IXJ
b. wouct f,ame with 1i;1I mcmben ~
1:. masunry IoId belli!,' waUs 0d. fMta' (uplaln) _
•• ocher _

". ncell••" 0 b. Iood 0 c. faar aJ d. declnoractd 0
I. onllnlf Ill. r!l b. mcwtd 0 it so.whtft! -
c. liSt mafot a't.rallon. aftd dates (if known); --------
exterior carriage doors replaced
new single door inserted, front fa9ade
some sash removed; back porch posts removed

U. MAP:

--16- 51 'I



b. lOftin, CJ e. roads CJ
e. cMe.noraUOft (II'a .•/

. ;
j

/ THREATS TO 8L'JLOI~G I. none kno,*" a
d. developen =
( "'her

R'..: f \ n,u OL'TlIl'ILOI'GS ""0 PR::O::P~ER:":T::Y~---------------

01. hlr"= b... ;rn~.. hUUM :::J c. R'~" :I
d. pn\)' 0 f. J\.d ~ r.•,ctnhQuw t
•. \hop C h. ptd.ns q .
i. landscape (fleUI": ake, recreatlonal areas
J. urh." NB: Main House llsted on ISLIP inventory

It" SlRROt,;:'IiOI~GS OF THE BUILOING (~htck mOlt rhan on. If necewty): #1 I-I
I.optn land lZJ b. '*oodllnd eg
c. scall.rtd buddJnp 0
d.densely bua.le~p a e. commcrcl&l a
r. IndUSln&! 0 •. rtsidtnU~ fJ
h.och.,: ...... _

17 INTfRRElATJONSHJP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicae. i( buddin, or SCNecure is In an hislone distnct)

The Brookwood Hall carriage house, main estate house and several
related outbuildings are preserved on a town-owned parcel of 38
acres presently administered by the Dept. of Parks, Recreation &
Cultural Affairs. The estate is bordered by a lake and residential

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING ANDsin (inducUnt int.nor (fltum if known): areas.
The estate is notable for preserving its original main house, a
brick Georgian Revival country ~state built c. 1903 for Harry K.
Knapp; a superintendant's cottage, several smaller outbuildings
inc~uding a greenhouse; in addition to the carriage house and
natural features such as th~ large lake (Knapps Lake) and open

SIGN~(~w used by the Town of Islip for recreational ~urposes.

, III o.~T~ of INITIAL i'ONSTRUCTION: c. 1903------------------unknown~RfHlrECT: _

unknownBUILDER: _

:0. HISTORICAL AND ARC'HITECtUIlAL IMPORTANCE:

The Knapp family is documented to have resided in the Islip'area in
the 1870s, south of Main Street on Johnson Ave. near the site of
the surviving turn-of-the-century estate. By 1903, Harry K. Knapp
built the imposing brick Georgian Revival estate and related out­
buildings in a style much-favored by men of similar means, and its
proximity to a large, natural lake and the 19th century village of
Islip-is characteristic ~f estate development on-Long Island's
south shore. The estate was later acquired by the Thorne family
(1930) and enlarged in 1942 by the Orphan Asylum of the City of
Brooklyn, from whom the Town of Islip acquired the property in 1965
for use as a cultural center. Today, it is home to the Islip Art

:1. SOUReU; Museum.
Beers, Comstock & Cline. Atlas ofLon~ Island [1873J.
E. Belcher Hyde. Atlas of the Ocean S ore of Suffolk County [1915].
Southside Signal, Babylon, NY. 1903-1905.

22. rliEME. -
Long Island estate development (South Shore)

--17--
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Historical Background

~rookwood_Hall, built c. 1903 as a ~ountry house for
HarrY~. Knapp, is a brick Georgian Revival mansion pre­
served on thirty eight acres of ~and now administered by

. the Town of Islip. The property contains not only the­
main house but several contemporary outbuildings, in-. -
cLudd.ng the arCl'IitectuPa-lly exceptiOnal -carriage house;
which were the subject of ~e following nutice in the
Southside Signal on April 18, 1903:

-
-

Ground for the handsome new brick
colonial villa of Harry S. [sic]
Knapp oncthe Stellenwerf place,
east of the village, was bro~en

this week. The edifice will be
150 feet square, three stories
high and will cost about $55,000.
The work of laying out the grounds
was begun many months ago, and a
force of mechanics have just fin­
ished building a pretty brick dam.

5:2h
-,--,,,,,,---._--------------------_....._-------'----'---------



Brookwood Hall/2

The place, when all is completed,
will be one of the grandest on the
South Country road.

Purchased in 1930 by Francis B. Thorne, the estate was
used after 1942 by the Orphan Asylum of the City of Brook­
lyn until its'acquisition by the town about 1965. Today
the property preserves a large lake and recreational open
space as well as facilities for. numerous functions includ­
ing the town's museum and arts council, a Senior Citizen
Center and Learning Center, and maintenance structures of
the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs.
The carriage house has been designated for adaptive use by

- .
-the arts councf.Lr

Carriage House:
(

- . -
Physical Description

,

I
jt

t
i

The- structure is located.in the northeast corner of the
property, near the intersection of Union Blvd. and Irish
Lane. It is a one-story building, arranged-on an east-

~ .
west axis,: wi.th a£Ull attic,' perpendicula!"_ west wing and
prominent tbree-storY tower. Dormer windows are centered
above the main entry and on the back facade, and facade
gables at the east end of the structure provide a symmetri­
cal design element which balances the roofline of- the west
wing. The maasd.ng of the exterior as well as its g"-long
shingle- si~1ng_ is original. Important architectural details
preserved on the exterior include batten doors with glazed
upper panels and lower sections with chamfered cross mem­
bers; an arched hood at the front entry and integral porch
supported on Doric columns at the back; and window sash ar-

. --

I
t

_1
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Brookwood Hall/3

ran'ged either singly or in groups of three in "Palladian"

style.

I
I
i

i

,:,"",,':':-q, : ~. I
.-~". .

Like the exterior, the carriage house interior preserves
important detailing associated with its early 20th century
construction period. The first floor is 13' in height, and

much of the narrow, beaded wooden wall and ceiling fabric is

intact as built. The easterlY'h~lf of the structure which

lies opposite the wide front entryways is essentially open
and the large exposed ceiling frame appears to be hung from

the roof rafters. The westerly section contains smaller
spaces, including a staircase to the upper floor, where the

hay lof~ rem~ins·intac~. Plastered r~om~ with four-panel
'~oors ~nd original-wi~dowo~enings occupy the-length of th~

main attic story. A wooden fire escape (non-historic) is
constructed against the east facade.

Carriage House: Conditions and Alterations

,

1.,I, ,

I
,

~;t !

I
.~ !

I
';1
~
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~I

~I

',' l
.... 1 ,
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~~i
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As stated above~ the~~ssing and applied_architectural-de­
tailing of th'~':~tnicture remains intact for the most part
from its c.' 1903 construction period. The condition may be

characterized as excellent, due in large part to the fact
that it has been maintained ~ontin~ally and now serves ~s

a storage facility. Alterations to the-e~terior include a
new, non-historic grey composition roof covering; several
doors and window sash either replaced or altered; support
columns at the front and back entryways damaged or removed;
a shed-like construction added to the west £acade; and a

brick chimney built against the tower. Interior changes

--



Brookwood Hall/4

include the introduction of a heating plant, bathrooms and
•

a kftchen upstairs; construction of a non-historic floor
within the west wing; and minor alterations to doors and
windows.

In summary, it may be said that the Brookwood Hall carriage
house remains in very good physical condition and with the
exception of minor detailing preser-ves its original ,c. 1903
massing and architectural design elements. Unlike the main
house, which is of brick and stone, the carriage house and
other outbuildings are frame and shingled. Distinctive
features of its Colonial Revival design include the flaring
roof line, "Palladian" windows. and pseudo-medieval batten
doors. --While- t-ne .ar-chit.ect. for the -estate .as a whole remains
~s yet undoc~ented, the design -~f-the ho~se~ o~tbuildings
and grounds is·clearly that of a practiced estate builder of
the period.

-

5~e



'Islip Arts Council & Islip Art Musewu ~~ Carriage House Project e ,

CATEGORY Project NYHT Other
Grants

Corporate iIndividua1 Municipal

8,500

24,000

145,000

88,360

25,000

250,000

19,500

50,000

45,000

291,700

57,500 I

126,400

25,000

Expenses -- Capital
Sitework 32,000 32,000

Demolition, trenching, backfilling
Concrete 1,500 1,500

Footings for new piers for new
floor construction

Masonry 4,500 4,500
Block piers, cutting, patching

Metals 5,000 5,000
Miscellaneous iron and steel

Wood & Plastics 170, 000
Rough and finished carpentry

Thermal & Moisture protection 28,000 28,000
Insulation, flashing, waterproofing, .
skylights

Doors & Windows 46,000 22,000
Doors, windows, hardware,
glazing

Finishes 108,000 ' 19,700
Gypsom wallboard, tile, cutting &
patching, acoustic treatment, wood
flooring, resilient flooring,
carpeting, painting, wallcovering

Specialties 8,500
Toilet partitions, accessories

Furniture 19,500
Furniture (15,000)
Window blinds (4,500)

Mechanical 591,700
HVAC (60,000)
Plumbing (35,000)
Electrical (56,700)

General conditions 57,500
General Contractor's overhead & profit 126,400
Fountain 70,000

Footing & plUmbing (25,000)
Bowl and sculpture fabrication (55,000)

eBTOTAL 1,268,600 112,700 25,000 620,600 123,000 300



Islip Arts p.2

CATEGORY Project NYHT Other Corporate Individ~a.l Municipal
Grants

,I

Expenses -- Consultants

Architect -- initial study 7,500 7,500
~chiteet, engineering & legal 150,000 30,000 120,000
Fundraising consultant -- feasibility 19,500 19,,500

study only 1

'FUndraising consultant -- long range 89,000 50,000 I 39,000
planning, working with museum staff,
leadership committee, etc.

3i\rtists fees
performances (music) 15,000 15,000

-- Performances (visual artists) 5,000 5,000
-- fountain design 5,000 5,000
-- travel 800 800

?roduction personnel 1,600 700 900

Expenses -- Salaries

'~xecutive Director -- Islip Arts Council 6,000 6,000
(20% time)

Executive Director -- Islip Art Museum 5,400 5,400
(20% time)

Director of Marketing and Development 14,420 14,420
(50% time)

Marketing and Development Assistant 4,600 4,600
(50% time)

Islip Arts Council, Dir. Mktg. & Dev. 500 500
(10% time)

Graphic Designer(lO% time) 3,800 ' 3,800
Additional staff time for events 16,460 4,600 '2,660 9,200

(4% time)
Accountant, 200 200

'3UBTOTAL 344,780 41,920 35,000 50,000 , 78,560 139,300



Islip Arts p.3

;ATEGORY Project ..nn::rm Other Corporate Individual Ml!~Jci~l \,.L"4I~.11.J.

Grants

::xpenses -- Other

?rinting 8,800 8,800
3ricks (for Buy-a-Brick Campaign) 14,000 14,000

(1,000 @ $14)
·"laques 1,500 1,500
\dvertising 4,000 4,000
~ospita1ity 12,000 9,000 3,000
;.'e1ephone, mail, fax etc (appx $130 1,560 500 1,060

per month)
:taff travel 2,300 900 1,400
hotography 3,400 3,400

3rt/Office supplies

;UBTOTALS 47,560 17,800 27,300 2,460

XOTALS 1,660,940 194,620 60,000' 688,400 1~28 ,860 529,060



p~UJ.HUL..l.I...L.~C VU L.U~ i\.CO..L~L,..C.1.O;;)

Minutes
44th Meeting
December 8, 1978

P,l tnam

Steuben

Suffolk

DeRahm Estate, Garrison

Recommended, Local Significance

The DeRahm Estate is now comprised of four properties with
intact and architecturally significant structures dating from
the early to late nineteenth century. The Committee judged
the buildings in their picturesque setting to be a good example
of a Hudson Highlands country estate which reflects a life
style popularized in the books and magazines of the period
and often emulated in other picturesque but less dramatic
settings around the nation.

Curtiss Museum, Hammondsport

Recommended, National Significance

The Committee recommended the Curtiss Museum for national
significance as an important commemorative property that has the
only symbolic value in the village connected with the life
of Glenn Curtiss. Curtiss was a pioneer and great contributor
to the development of the aircraft industry. Born and brought
up in Hammondsport, he also spent the majority of his significant
career years in the village where he flew the "June Bug" in 1908,
the first official one kilometer flight;served as the chief
of experiments of the Aerial Experiment Association and built
successful air machines during 1907-1909; formed the Herring
Curtiss Company to manufacture aeroplanes and engines and also
ran the Curtiss Aviation School. Curtiss also received the first
U.S. pilot's license in 1911. Hammondsport was the home of the
aviation industry until the end of World War I - where the,
hydroaeroplane, 1912 flying plane and Jenny plane were built.
The Cur~iss Museum's primary purpose is education in the
field of aviation history, especially the contributions of
Curtiss. The Museum building is the former school (1858-1935)
which Curtiss attended as a child.

Brookwooa Hall/Knapp Estate, East Islip

Rejected

The Committee on the Registers carefully reviewed the Brookwood
Hall/Knapp Estate thematic group nomination. After lengthy dis­
cussion, the Committee rejected the proposed nomination because
they felt the Knapp Estate did not appear to possess integrity
of design. Specifically, the Committee objected to a
prominent glass window in the main house's east or front elevation
and the large two story addition north of the original house.
In addition, the Committee felt the Knapp Estate did not appear
to compare favorably with Long Island's overall late 19th and early
20th century estate development. The proposed nomination consisted
of the Knapp Estate's main house (Brookwood Hall), carriage
barn, superintendent's cottage, main gate, and spillway.
The review concluded with three Committee members rejecting
the Knapp Estate because it appears to be architecturally
undistinguished. One Committee member abstained from the vote.
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setting
-- work:manship
-- association

Ni\TI(~~ AND mRVEY UNIT~

r. DJFORMATION (check ca~ories as appropriate)
Sufficient historic resources Inrornation exists to provide eligibiL ty

--- corranents. Source of .informat.i.on:
Historic resources inforrration needed for evaluation is not on file end
has not been provided by project sponsor.
Based. on the survey leg, partial, unevaluated. survey Inrormat i on exis'=-3
in the project area as summarized belo,.,r:
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__ Additional information is required of the sponsor. (see at.tachrrent.) •

II. cx::MMENI'S (check categories as appropriate)

Project involves or is located. adjacent to a NR,lSR listed or eligible
-- property or district: . (see attach"':'le."1t)

name of historic property
__ Property/District is not NR/SR eligible because:

no apparent historical or architectural significance
-- less than 50 years old and not of exceptional significance
-- loss of integrity
-- design

-- materials
-- feeling
-- location

Property is a non-eontributing part of a registered district
-- Discussion:

name of district..
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