
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY e1O'lQ
16;~-05;-()1 ~2 W-tUNIQUE SITE NO.

QUAD'-- ~,.___----~-
SERIES _

NEG. NO.

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVAnON
NEW YORK STATE PARKSAND RECREATION
ALBANY, NEW YORK (518) 474-0479

BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM

8/15/75DATE:_'-- _YOUR NAME: Town of Islip
Town Hall 655 Main St.

YOUR ADDRESS:Is1ip, L 1. ,N.Y. 11751 TELEPHONE;516-581...2000

ORGANIZATION (if any): Dept. ofPla.nning, Housi ng, & Development

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

d. board and batten 0
other:------

c. brick ~
g. stucco 0

b.storteO
f. shingles 0

a. clapboard: 0
e. cobblestone 0

DESCRIPTIoN
8. BUILDING

MATERIAL:

IDENTIFICATION
I. BUILDING NAME (S): St. Jose ph's Academy;;.-<.·__--------~--
2. CQUNTY: Suffolk •. TOWNICITy;Islip VILLAGE: Brentwood
3. STREET LOCATION: }tJ.relt1+weu:; t?d,;ecFiI 'iide; 0PpeN11e @fuMe. S8 a tlj<,
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public 0 b. private I?!] I
5. PRESENT OWNER: St. Josepb's ADDRESS:-==S:;,:::a:.:;m::;.::e=---:-;=---=----=- _
6. USE: Original: Convent/School. . . •• Present: .·Convent/School
7. ACCESSIBILITY TOPUj3L!C: Exterior visible from.publicroad: Y~s ~ No 0

<Interior accessible: Explain _ __,__-__,__----__,__--

9. STRUCTURAL
SYSTEM:

(if knovn)

10. CONDITION:
II. INTEGRITY:

a. wood frame With interlocking joints 0
b. wood frame with light members 0
c. masonry load bearing walls~] •
d. metal (explain) Structual Steel
e. other:-- ----::::::--:--__,__--="...-,---~__,__--_=--,-----

a: excellent [~ b.good tJ c. fair 0 d. deteriorated 0
a. original site IX] b. moved Oiho,when1

-------~-c. list major alterations and dates (if known):

12. PHOTO: Negat ive No. C-6A
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ARCHITECT: . - _

b. zoning 0 c. roads 0
e. deterioration 0

14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known ~
d. developers 0
f. other:_~ ~----------,--~--

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: . . .-/..,
a. barn 0 b. carriage house 0 c. garage. U
d. privy 0 e. shed 0 f. greenhouse 0
g. shop 0 h.gardensD
I, landscape .features : -_----------
j. other: Many large build tngs.

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than one if necessary):
a. open land iii b. woodland 0
c. scattered buitdingsO
d. densely bUilt~~p 0 e. cbinrilercial 0
f. industrial 0 g. residentiallil

·h?dthet;..J.':':"j .r: :3I'·'.i.t,

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF. BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building 0.£ structure is in an historic district) ;
St. Joseph's Academy consists of many major buildigns set on
three hundred acres of rolling lawns and trees. It is a
serene expanse of many different buildings and statues
situ.ted in clusters.

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):
Impressive huge light colored brick bUildings in Spanish
Missionary Style. (Jesuit Style). Main Building has: original
windowsw ithvarious shapedpedtments and~urrounds in stone.
Tile roof supported by brackets. . Panell ing under eave. Flanking
twin bays with Jesuit Style parapet. Baroque Cupola on roof.

SIGNIFICANCE Formal entrance with orders of _tone.
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: _

BUILDER: ~-,----~--

Research by the Society for the Preservation of LillO Ant;i(quitiEts
El"W

2O. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
The handsome Spanish Style build ings of St. Joseph's Academy
were construc.ted duripg many cfifferent periods representing
the grow th of the Academy. Not all of the build ings are as
elaborate as the Academy building. The Sisters of St. Joseph
acquired the land on which the Academy wasi:flounded in 1896. The
property formerly was the location of the 18'10 French-Chateau
Mansion of Robert W. Pearsall who engaged Frederick Law OlmsteiLd,
landscape Arch i tec t of Central Park, to design the grounds. Also
located on the grounds was the 1880, 135 room Astral Hotel, buill t
by the syndicate. These build il1gS were incorporatedti!n the pl~LlL

21. SqURCES: The formally planned Acad"my is also a convent.
A·tlss··.o! the Ocean Shore of Suffolk County (Westlrly Section)

New York: E. Belcher Hyde, 1915. Plate 17.
22. tt.2:2i:· Island Forum. June 1961, P. 142.
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Neg. KK XXVIII-34, fm. S., showing facade of central building and tower, NWof
chapel and convent buildings.
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b. stone 0
f. shingles 0

a. clapboard 0
e. cobblestone 0

,a. wood frame with interlocking joints 0
b. wood frame with light members 0
c. masonry load bearing wallsSJ
d. metal (explain) Struc tual Steel
e. other _

a. excellent gg b. good 0 c. fair 0 d. deteriorated 0
a. original site Ii] b. moved 0 if so.when? ---------c. list major alterations and dates (if known):
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9. STRUCTURAL
SYSTEM: "

, (if knovn)

12. PHOTO: Negative No. C-6A

-ORGANIZATION (if any): Dept. of Planning. Housl. ng. & Development

YOUR NAME: Town of Islip DATE: 8/15/75
Town Hall 655 Main St.

YOUR ADDRESS:Is1ip, L I. ,N.Y. 11751 TELEPHONE: 516-581-2000

L10 1

IDENTIFICATION
I. BUILDING NAME(S): St. Jose ph's Acadeiii'~
2. COUNTY: Suffolk TOWN/CITY: Islip VILLAGE: Brentwood
3. STREET LOCATION: E. side of Brentwood ReI. from Third Aye South.
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public 0 h private ~
5. PRESENT OWNER: St. Joseph' s ADDREss:-.!::S~a~m~e~--:- _
6. USE: Original: Convent/School - Present: Convent/School
7,. ACCESSl~ILlTX, TO PUJ3L1C: Exterior visible from public road: Yes ~ No 0

, _" 1 Interior accessible: Explain __' _
DESCRIPTION "

, 8. BUILDING:'"
MATERIAL:
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. 10: CONDITION:
II. INTEGRITY:
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ARCHITECT: , _
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b. zoning 0 c. roads 0
e. deterioration 0

IllJ""'r'lh" TO BUILDING: a. none known KJ
d. developers 0
f.other: _

RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: ,4.

a. barn 0 b. carriage house 0 c. garage U
d. privy 0 e. shed 0 f. greenhouse 0
g. shop 0 h. gardens 0
i. landscape features: _

j. other: Many large buildines.
SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than one if necessary):

a. open land lil b. woodland 0
c. scattered buildings 0
d. densely built-up 0 e. commercial 0
f. industrial 0 g. residential iii
h.other: _

Research by the Society for the Preservation of L~I: Antiquities
EFW

BUILDER: _

INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: , '
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district) ,
St. Joseph's Academy consists of many major bUildi~~ set on
three hundred acres of rolling lawns and trees. I~"is a
serene expanse of many different buildings and statues
situated in clusters.

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):
Impressive huge light colored brick buildings in Spanish
Missionary Style. (Jesuit Style). Main Building has: original
windows with various shaped pediments and surrounds in stone.
Tile roof supported by brackets. Panelling under eave. FLa nk t ng
twin bays with Jesuit Style parapet. Baroque Cupola on roof.

$IGNIFICANCE Formal entrance with orders of stone.
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: _

210. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
The handsome Spanish Style build ings of St. Joseph ~ s Academy
were constructed during many different periods representing
the growth of the Academy. Not all of the buildings are as
elaborate as the Academy building. The Sisters of St. Joseph
acquired the land on which the Academy wasiounded in 1896. The
property formerly was the location of the 1870 French-Chateau
Mansion of Robert W. Pearsall who engaged Frederick Law Olmstead,
landscape Architect of Central Park, to design the grounds. Also
located on the grounds was the 1880, 135 room Astral Hotel, built
by the syndicate. These buildings were incorporated din the pLa u.

21. SOURCES: The formally planned Academy is also a convent.
A4;las--of the Ocean Shore of Suffolk County (Westerly Section)

New York: E. Belcher Hyde, 1915. Plate 17.
zz. -ltIt2lE· Island Forum. June 1961, P. 142.
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Dr. W. R. Rosss Sanatorium. Brentwood

The Academy ",f St. Joseph of the Pines. Brentwood

A View at Hauppauge

Ruther, Frederick. Long Island Today, 1909.



197THE CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS

of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Sister Immaculata Marie, pdp
cipal, and her assistant, Sister Frances Carmelita. Joseph A.
O'Connor had the honor of being the first pupil enrolled in the
school. '

: "A' great work' had been accomplished in the 'parish", we '
read in the booklet of the Golden jubilee of Saint Anne's
Church (1895-1945). "The Catholic school with its absolute
regard for religious training had come to Brentwood to stay.
1;he,fl.iture of .Saint Anne's had been definitely assured. It
v,fouid, however, be unfair nor-to add that the ambitious under}
taking could not have been realized without the deep interest
ahd fostering support of Mother Mary Louis, of happy memory,
who, as Mother General of the Sisters of St. Joseph, gave Saint
Anne's School the finest teachers, supplied it with many of its
material needs, and helped it in every way possible to approach'
the high standards of education which her great organization
of religious teachers has set for itself. The people of Saint
Anne's are deeply proud of their school, but they are equally
grateful to Mother Mary, Louis and her successors in office,

,:¥other Jane Frances and Mother Charles Edward." , ~'".,•
THE SIS:(ERS OF SAINT JOSEPH MOVE TO BRENTWOOD ~

Charles Van Nostrand was responsible, it is said, for the
corning of the Sisters of Saint Joseph to Brentwood. He in
formed the Bishop that the valuable property of the defunct
Austral Hotel Corporation-the former Pearsall estate-was
for sale and suggested that the church purchase it. The need
for more spacious quarters for their Academy and Novitiate,
then located in Flushing where they were established in 1860,
led the Sisters of Saint Joseph to consider the matter.

In February, 1896, a tract of about three hundred acres, then
known as Pine Park, which included the old Pearsall residence:

A CENTURY OF BREN1WOOD196

General of the Religious Communities in the Diocese, was in
troduced by the pastor of St. Anne's, Rev. Hugh M. Graham.
About thirty members of the Catholic clergy were present in
the sanctuary.

The parish had passed through the pioneer days of its found
ing; had been nurtured by the solicitous care of Monsignor
John M. Kiely, and the kindly attention of Monsignor Thomas
Connally; had witnessed the erection of a parochial school by
Monsignor Thomas Murray and the consequent increased finan
cial burden to him and his successor, Father Francis Flannagan.
Monsignor John]., Boardman's pastorate saw the added care
of Pilgrim State Hospital necessitate the help of an assistant
priest. After having endeared himself greatly to the community,
Father Hugh Graham was transferred in 1947 and was suc
ceeded by Rev. Joseph E. Egan. His fluency in the Italian lan
guage led to his transfer to a large Italian-American parish in
Brooklyn. A sudden death terminated the pastorate of his suc
cessor, Rev. John I. Donovan. The present pastor, Rev. Thomas
I. Conerry, through his earnest and interested zeal, has already
found a firm and affectionate welcome in the village of Brent
wood.

ttl' SAINT ANNE'S SCHOOL

~ When Father Thomas Murray came to Saint Anne's parish
~ as the new pastor in 1917, he quickly envisioned the need of
~ a school to insure the proper religious education of the growing
g, Catholic generation. Having besought the generous cooperation
.. of his people, Father Murray proceeded,to formulate plans for

the new structure, with the help of Gustave E. Steinback, archi
tect. In due time the building was completed and on September
10, 1923, Saint Anne's School opened its doors to the children
of the parish. Only twenty-seven boys and girls were enrolled
the first year. The faculty consisted of two religious teachers,
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199THE CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS

the 12S-room Austral Hotel and several cottages, was purchased
by the Sisters of Saint Joseph. The Austral Hotel soon became
the Mother House, later the Novitiate, while the Brentwood
Hotel (the Pearsall chateau) was renamed St. Charles Cottage
and converted into a chaplain's residence.

The Bishop of Brooklyn, Most Reverend Charles E. Me
Donnell, through whose efforts the purchase of Pine Park by
Mother Mary Louis was completed, said the first Mass in the
new Berntwood Convent on April 19, 1896, in a chapel re
constructed from what former guests of the Austral Hotel had
known as The Casino.

The erection of the first and original wing of the Academy,
now known as St. Louis Hall, was entrusted to Schickel and·
Ditmars, Manhattan architects, with Contractor Kyran A.
Murphy of Brooklyn in charge of building operations. The
Long Island Railroad constructed a spur from its main track,
near the Brentwood station, to the Academy grounds to facili
tate the transportation of building materials.

One of the contractors employed on the original Academy
building, in later years, mentioned with fond recollection a
remarkable pioneer nun, Sister St. Gabriel. Among her many
talents was a great knowledge of surveying. She laid out a
considerable extent of water pipe line in the village. The con
tractor's daughter has in her possession several treasured pieces
of ceramics painted by the same sister who was a gifted artist.

This contractor also related an interesting incident of the
boiler room at the Academy. After it was discovered that bees
were flyingin and out of the place in great number, an investi
gation was made. A hive was discovered in a partition in the

wall. To get rid of the insects, the partition had to be re
In the process several hundred pounds of honey in

THE FORMER LOVERS' LANE, NOW ROSARY LANEtJ:j'
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1903, with ninety-seven students inattendance, but so quickly
were the attractions of Brentwood heralded abroad, that by'
November 4, of the same year, the registration had soared to
167. (In 1950 the attendance of boarding students had in
creased to almost 300, with a small number of day students.)

By 1911, it became evident that Saint joseph's Academy had
once more outgrown its original building, and plans were made

. INTERIOR OF THE CHAPEL OF THE SACRED HEART

fora new and larger structure, extending eastward from St.
louis Hall. The corner-stone of this imposing main building of
the Academy was laid, November 17, 1912, and the work of
construction advanced under the supervision of Hannigan and
McDermott, builders, with Schnickel and Ditmars as'architects.

A CENTURY" OF BRENTWOOD
200

different colors was discovered.

The formal opening of St. louis Hall took place on June 11,

CHAPEL OF THE SACRED HEART

1903, before a distinguished gathering of the friends of the
far-famed Academy of Flushing, now to be superseded by Saint
joseph's-in-the-Pines. The school term began on September 8,

tJj t1
I-i ~
ill Ul
::s 0
c-r ::s
~ "
0
0 <:
0. ill

I-i
::s
ill

tJj .
I-i
ill
::s :;p.
c-r
~ o
0 ill
0 ::s
0. c-r

~

<: I-i
1-'-
I-'
I-' 0
OJ HI

LQ
ill tJj

I-i
'lJ ill
I-i ::s
ill c-r
Ul ~
Ul 0

-0:" 0
0.

f-' .
\0
U1
0



203THE CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS

a social, cultural development that distinguishes her graduates
in every walk of life".

An account in the Islip Press of April 27, 1949, made of a
ceremony at the Convent is typical of those frequently held
there:

"Twenty-eight candidates received the Holy Habit of the Sisters
of Saint Joseph in the Chapel of the Sacred Heart, Brentwood,
on the Sunday after Easter. Monsignor Martin A. Fitzpatrick
officiated. The young ladies, gowned in bridal white with long
trains, and bouquets of white roses advanced to the altar, pre
ceded by a cross bearer while the choir sang, 'Hail, Holy Joseph,
Hail'. As the bridal procession left the chapel the choir sang.
The re-entrance of the new Sisters dressed in the habit of Saint
Joseph and carrying lighted candles was very impressive."

The enterprise of the Sisters of Saint Joseph is more or less
self-sustaining. The group of buildings has its own heating sys
tem and electric light plant. Coal is brought by the car load
direct from tie mines to the Academy grounds over the switch
track. The Sisters maintain a chicken ranch, a dairy, and a farm.
Each of these units is manged by an expert in his line.

The Academy has an attractive library, an auditorium with a
large seating capacity and stage, a comfortable living room, a
home economics cottage, and many music rooms where all
branches of vocal and instrumental music are taught.

Ten years ago a concrete roller skating rink was built, at
great expenses, for the pleasure of the pupils. Situated east of
the Academy buildings, it is one hundred feet square, lighted
by large flood lights, making it possible to use the rink at night.
In cold weather it can be flooded for ice skating. This rink added
the final touch to a well-equipped ca1D{'us which includes eight
tennis courts, hockey and soccer fields, four basketball courts,

A CENTURY OF BRENTWOOD202

This main building is known as St. Joseph's Hall. It is a mag
nificent fire-proof structure, comprising in its exquisite appoint
ments: classrooms, study halls, vocal and instrumental studios,
libraries, laboratories, private rooms, dormitories, baths, parlors,
and a roof garden.

The eastward growth of this remarkable cluster of buildings
at Saint Joseph's-in-the-Pines was climaxed in March, 1927, by'
the breaking of ground for the new Convent and the Sacred.
Heart Chapel which completed the group. This Convent was
opened to occupancy in January, 1929. The following Easter

SAINT JOSEPH'S'IN-THE-PINES

Sunday, the Chapel was opened. On Apri118, 1933, the Chapel
was solemnly dedicated by the Most Reverend Thomas E. Mol
loy, Bishop of Brooklyn.

The coming of the Sisters of St. Joseph to the village "sig- ;
naled the rise of Brentwood fame far and wide, because- the

~ quiet little Community just arrived was destined to become the
~ Motherhouse of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in the great Diocese
~ of Brooklyn. Brentwood was to become the seat of one of the
g most desirable and best equipped institutions for the academic
Q, training of young women to be foutid anywhere. Generations

of alumnae from many countries have made the name of Brent
~ wood-in-the-Pines and tht;Academy of Saint Joseph symbolical
~ of high intellectual standards, sound religious education, and
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XII
THE McWHORTER ERA

THE TWENTIETH century opened in a golden aura of pros
perity and hopefulness. The first decade was an age of golden
dreams of enlargement and expansion in all directions and on '
all planes of life; mankind, it appeared, was in for the best of

ieverything with the sky as the only limit. The United States
'was great; so was Great Britain, just then emerging from the
,splendid Victorian era. Germany was great, and so was France.
A great age it was, in every respect. No part of the United
States was more hopeful at that time than Long Island, and no

, group of people on the Island were more' sanguine than the
real estate operarors.cf Brentwood. . ,

One may expect things to happen differently at Brentwood
for that is the general rule. Here in' this village, under the
auspices of the art of salesmanship, was witnessed the wedding .
of real estate.and books. This idea, however, did not originate
in our town but in Philadelphia" the City of Brotherly Love.
.At that time and in that place, when the century was young, one
Emerson H.McWhorter was sales manager for Houghton
Mifflin Company,' book publishers specializing in high-priced
limited editions; One of his salesmen who formerly had been
connected with a real estate firm gave McWhorter a big idea
which he forthwith placed in motion. Itwas this: Give a lot
with every set of books sold. '

The plan was tried out and found to be workable. Brentwood
was-selected as the scene of the enlarged operations. As the

'selling campaign progressed, the relative position of books and .

A CID~·RHH:".GF 13RENTWOOo
204

'..

swings and slides for younger children, as well as facilities for
horseback riding.

"Brentwood, known as the capital of the pine region," states
an attractive booklet issued by the school, "is delightfully sit
uated in the center of Long Island. Pine Park, its garden Spot,

now named Saint ]oseph's-in-the-Pines, presents in its stretch
of more than three hundred acres, attractive landscapes on every
side; woodlands, orchards, groves, vineyards, farms, lawns, and
driveways."

So, the beauty and magnificence of the old Pearsall estate
and the Austral Hotel have not been lost. Sisters and students
of the Academy and Convent, by the hundreds, each successive
year, pursue training there which will make them better fitted
for their vocation in. life, to educate and lead others to the.
knowledge and love of God. Reverend Mother Charles Edward,
a former member of the old Academy in Flushing, and a fore
most leader in religious and educational activities and progress,
has done much, as Mistress of Novices, and as General Superior
to further this pioneer work so nobly undertaken by the Sisters
of Saint Joseph.
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Section 5

PRESIDENT,

6

BRENTWOOD.
Motorists on Brentwood

Ro&dseldom notice the small
plAque by a towering Iron
gAte that Identities Suffolk
County's oldest four-year c~17

~ .....
Set back deep in the pines

And dogwoods, Brentwood
College is it sequestered In
stitution spreading' over 250
acres. And Its quiet solitude
belies 1\& role - that of ed
uC4tlnir 273 young girls who
wllJeventually become Sisters
of St. Joseph.

The college, now In Its
eighth year, also serves as
headquarters for this teachtns
order's network of 74 elemen
tary. and 12 high schools on
Long Island.

~_.~.,--.-.---,.------~,----------~,+-.

. ~.TheC~Y.~6:}!,eh}:'~u!J:e ~!f~~ ~ ~3
By Charles DeM&ngin to-date faciltties-e-busmess a major news service called The congregation PUt,tlIe

01Th'H".ldT'tbun. s,., offices. laboratories. library, the college and asked one of Brentwood acreage to - ,lUI
gymnasium, But all is not the officials if the new student a vacation area, home forthll
al'Ways work, would care to make a s,,;te- aged, and as a place to traln"

"We provide extra-curricu- ment, Our official checked teachers before forma.llylIl()V~'
lar activities. much 11ke other and learned that the girl Jng there In 1903, . ....'
schools." pointed out Sister would prefer to make no com- The Brentwood sUe l&thl!
Mary Ignatins Who has head- merit until the Ume she felt home of the Academy Of St.
ed up the college from the qualified to do so, Well. when. JOllCph.• parael'ila! e .men- '
very 1955 beginning, "We would that be. asked the 'Ui'Yii1Rl"lilili-schoor~
have a school orchestra. art anxious.reporter. Oh, in about 'mit BrelltwoOd College wa.nt:;
workshops, dramatic presen- four years,rep!Jed the of- normal school started in 192(1'
tations and some sports:' A ficiaV' for teaher training,
school newspaper is In the J'II.~TORICAL Brentwood College is e6l1~
planning stages, ." &Idlired a unique sd1OOl. bl':

Most students are able to Sister Mary Ignatius.!tilt'
determine during thalr first The Congregation of the Long Island's first SIster,
year whether they are suited Sisters of St. Joseph was formation.•n It.stltutIOl1<!f'
to their chosen work. It is a founded in 16W in ILPuy, higher learning '!ducatllilt
period of considerable adjust- France, and It was In 1836 teachers exclusively !ot>~
ment for the young students" that the first group, Mtab~ own oongregatilm,,'
"You might say, we size them llshed Itself In the United service to the commlililtY
up and of course they size States near St. Louis. St. Is not neglected, Just out$lde
us up," Sister Mary Ignatius Mary's Academy was founded the spacious grounds ·.lll,t.
said. by the Sisters in Brooklyn in building known as the Bli!!lt-.

The colleze president recalls 1856, moving to F'lushln~ in wood College Readlnr~"
with a laugh that autumn 1860. In 6 ter: Here members ot:'thit'
when a former 37-year-old tion acquired t aer.s In faenlty give genel'lmsly"Ol'.
New York City poUcewoman Brentwood. th 0 a I their time to conduc1i''rl!'":,'
decided to become a member the Brentwood Ho e and ~ medial reading claS$C$tO!'
of the congregation: stramotet' £E:e!iter ongInal- people of all ages andMt.

"This was an unusual oc- p nn&! as a-fashIoLal:>le faiths who need thl" klnd,et-,I
currence. so much so that C~IUb until It fi"'ded. help, X'.'''1 :,

."_,.~_,ll,

President of Breltwood
College Is Sister Mary Igna
tius, alert, articulate. friend
ly. and keenlY aware of the
progress of the school's stu
dent sisters.

"Though ours Is a regular
four-year liberal arts pro
gr.m leading to a, S, S. de
gree....expl.ined Sister Mary
Ignatius, "our girls take five
years to complete their
schooUng, ThiS Is because of
the spiritual training In
volved."

Jj:J\~i?ifl~ii3('trjP~~~h'¥Jr~i~~N~'
" .' .·.·to.spread their freshman term

over two years enabling them
to prepare better for the day
they will take their early re
Uglous vows while contlnu
Jng their classroom studies.
At the novitiate. the young
ladies pursue a life leading "to
Sisterhood. taking their 1Inal
vows after graduation.

FACULTY

The facuity of 12 full-time
instructors plus an average of
ten part-timers, Is staffed by
ststers of the congregation,
Unconventionally. commence
ment ceremonies are held in
October, The reason? To give
summer students an oppor
tunity to participate.

Members Of the student
body come mostly from high
schools on I..ong Island .nd In
Brooklyn and Queens. A few
Are from r.'!trt2._ill~. All
reside In simple quarters on
the upper, two floors of the

~55-yjnta ie fQln:-~tpry-n1l1S

~ stone ..lituu:Blre
which is Brentwood College .
.J:hart~y the University of
-tliestate of New York.

While studying to become
teachers and nuns,
do not leave the pre
they are permitted
visitors at speeffte
Usually they greet, Parents

'and relatives in the down
stairs auditortum and go for
a stroll about the grounds
when the weather Is nice.

The college is equipped with
classrooms and
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_The,destruction, of the.,huge:'metaridmartied a·handsome.
_Austrai RoLelon the.groUrids.{)f~.11:alian:.count.Wjth-JIer~newhus•

.~he· Academi-,of:St>·:~Joseph".lxi;::'band,theJady retuInedtoBrent·: ..
/;;~r~ntwood,i:o·make ..:waY. ;for,:th~.:·.. 'woodand::re-openedthe;chateau, c
:-erectionof anewuriit ,of-Brent-'·, but life in the village waS dull for ··•.....tl~.
: woodColJege recalls .an ~xpensive.' the. count and the 'couple went I •

. and unfulfilled dream of magnifi~ . back to. Italy never again to re
-cence for the village. The history turn to Long 1s1aOO:..,,: .' .
. of . the "grandiose: scheme'begins.:';?'-, .;:'~'~;:"'.' '. '.' ".;,;..'.. " .
'withRoberf ~/pear~aU:':<l."';~I-::' The. beauty of. t&;:P~sall'e.s
~thy ..'and.' amElbous<anstocrakc.:,·... - tate, Idle..now with iiltt"owners m

•..·..~:<A5: cf(,,;.'::,,;;,-.·I;r:t~,,;.>;;,,'t:<ti'.d::~y·Europe-,',gave.:real .. -emat-e •• pJ;omo
,:.;.:-:About '1863' P~san'came. to~. ters.'an idea: A.syni.'ikate,- com
""'Brentwood-from' New.YorkCity· 'posed of Arthur B. Hart, George
\:':\\'here." 'he. had made-a fortunejn'c:,B.. Studley; :Clint(}n-\\'>Kella~, &
.:~~the'",holesale:. grocery,.'.business::,; ethersdecided .they: wOuld~ try to .
:rHe boughta,large. traCtotJand~,transformBrentwood~mtoanother .

·t~~~fi~~~~~;r~~~i~~~~~;E~~~~~;:·
i:\SchooI;theWiUag~c School:r;and),:Sa11p!0I>e~tyand s~$250,OOO m
~~;pother school'andresi4eiicepioper:::;~, bililding'ittie:;Au.st~¥ote[ ',The .

~~~I~&[~1iEf~;~.-=~1;!i
}"'Xj·were~tartled with' the splendor i?I:;:~~sums ·sp~nt"on,advert.iSing··bUtfoi:. :.'
~ .:'the residence which·P.earsallc()m:'2~ soma.unIoiow~he~crowds .':
1;'if.plete.d,iri::1870;_.·ff~:set-aparf~#~:;qid"not;coItie.,Thep+r~failed;,

;j~;~,:~;~t~;~:;ei~01~:~~u::h~~~~/l!~c_o~:;~t~;~;1~~4i:,( : ~ '~: ,~i:: :j,:J':i'{:lc;t: : tL
!·i;Therehe·erecteda'~;:: Again. the'chateau~;'Wf:l.Sclosed

"?/'after a'famous ch~teau in Fran'cetfF..ndalso:the huge new. b~el ..Theri~: .":1
t:a bUilding of grand design \\.ith·'" in February, '1896,tlre idle proper- ,
,;:·lofty ceilings and hardwoodj1oors.;:tY~300 .. acres·.-at .land" the. former
·····;Resentan ·architecti:o·Fi-~nceto''.Pearsall residence, t~ great Aus-

obtain the-plans-of ihechateau.'-'·:Jrai hotel,and a number'ofeot~.
i" Costl~ f~n~shings -for theres~-:itages-.was bought by. -the Sisters .\

; .de-!1c~ were imperted frolll Euro~,..: of ,_ St, . JosepIi:' '
,1uxurlOusdraperJes,.jfare period (' '. . .- '

~,:~urniture, persianr~s,.6~Lp~i?t:(.:~
:/' mgsandmarble s~es.,<.:>;.,:,~._-.~,
"".' '" ", ": .. -; ::'~.1i;. .' "-'~:'.>.''''':'':')
,{;2;~Pearsall ;:employeg.;"Frederick"'~
:+;:LaW',~Almstead,~. the gnoted:land-:;';i
,'T·scape.artistwh~~designedCentrar,,'

Park in New York City, to come :~i

,to Brentwood and beautify'his .es~' :',
tate,.Under the magic ofOIm- .. ·'

.stead's art, Pearsall'sgroun '.
·,<:came.ra lan.Wl, ower 'beds.. -:,
'.: .·velvetylawns, lily ponds. .?ndcanj,'

;:.....:ar~i~~~a~~:~k:e~;;i~,·:,:~~~~~!~~1~~1~~t~\
'. completed his luxurious home,lie,:.~
, ; 'died:Thebereaved \vidow....at once~:_ 'j

Closedthe'hotisc'and \\'ent-toItaly'~ .-.
with her two children. There she"

_~ .... J ••:

Smithtown Mess1enger,
3/10/1960.
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The healthfulness of this leading resort

in Suffolk's inland pine country is widely

known. Is fragrantly cool, with abundant

sunshine. Enrolled at St. Joseph's Acad

emy are young ladies from many states

and several foreign lands.
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Korten photograph, prior to 19~; ColI. Nassau County Historical Society

__'__r-••~i J~---------- --



BW 11

...--



Continuation Sheet
BW 11

....

old postal cards, n.d .
~------------

._'--.+1... _


