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1. NAME OF DISTRICT: _Brentwood Historic District

2. COUNTY: Suffolk  towN/ciTy: Islip ° ~  viiaGe:Brentwood

3. DESCRIPTION: ﬁ o 1
The Brentwood Historic District extends as far east as St. Joseph's
Academy, west %o First Street, North to the Railroad tracks, and
South to Eighth Avenue. It consists of mid and late mnineteenth
century buildings some of which date back to the era of the
Utopian community of Modern Times that encompassed the Brentwood
area. Among these buildings are two rare octagonal bouses,
two church buildings, and many Vlctarlan and Queen Anne style
houses, as well as the vast complex belonging to St. Joseph's
Acadeny.

4, SIGNIFICANCE:
The Brentwood Historic District is historically significant for
its association with a group called Modern Times. Modern Times
was a Utopian community founded by Josiah Warren and Stephen
Andrews. The group built many of the old houses that are a
part of the historic-distriet. William U. Dame's Octagonal
house, and the: Octagonal Schoolhouse are rare examples of
‘an 1nteresting haéstoricad bu11d1ng type. 'St. Joseph's Academy,
founded in 1896, contains many.different periods of buildings,
dating from as early as 1870, on its three hundred acres. Most.
significant about the Historic District is the integrity of the
ﬁgpges that together form #%he district,

See Attached Map.
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' son’s Station and

I‘JUNE 1961

'THE VILLAGE of Brentwood
(sometimes called Brentwood-
in-the-Pines) has an interest-
ing story behind it. 1t is - how-
"'ever, a short story compared
to: those of many other com-
munities on the island. Little
over a century ago, this vil-
lage in the northerly part of

Islip town was an unidentified

section of the seruboak belt.
It wasn’t until 1842, with the

" main line of the LIRR' com-~
pleted - that ~far -out from .

Jamaica, ‘that a station” was
erected, “not at the site -of
Brentwood, but some distance
Ito the west. Called Thomp-

town, Hauppauge, Central
Islip "and-‘several south side

ing lodge.at Great River and
" Liff ran his own stage to and

- ice was continued, with 1iff’s

" Ison Obie doing the driving,

after Liff sold the lodge and
its 1100 acres of woodland to
the  newly orgamzed South

' Side Club.
' A little: settlement natural- ‘

ly sprang up: around Thomp-

son’s Station, it served such -
nearby communities as Smith-

villages. It was also the near-{(
- est rail stop for city sports-'
' men who patronized Liff “Tivities. Here was located the

" Snedecor’s hunting and fish:

. from the station over the
" sandy, and 'sometimes snbwy
- "roads between. The same-sérv-

in 1849 a,

.’(

‘ c,brent“wood In- @he (Pmes

Poul Bailey

U.S. post office was estaly

lished: ‘there.  The following
yvear Josiah Warren and Step-
hen Pearl Andrews purchased

seveyal hundred acres in what

was some day to become
Brentwood, and within the
next few -years founded a
community of families whose
adult members subscribed to
the political and social doc-
trines which Messrs. Warren

“and Andrews preached. They

called the place Modern Times:
Warren was the sparkplug of

‘the movement which, far from

the teachmgs of ‘Karl Marx~

‘a8 some writers have report-'

ed, emphasized “the sovereign-
ty of the individual.” ,["u T

Warren built an octag;onal
tructure as the center of ac-
seat of local government
which was Warren himself.
Also ‘housed ‘in the building
were Warren’s general store,

Warren's printing plant, his
community -weekly, and. a

school, of which Warren was
the sole instructor. Using the
printing plant to good advan-
tage, he circularized the liv-
ing " advantages - of “ Modern
Times. throughout state and -

‘nation and the place grew by

leaps and bounds.
Meanwhlle, the tract was

LONG ISLAND FORUM

subdivided and zoned and a

highway system laid out with

the main thoroughfares con-
verging upon Warren's eight-

sided building. In 1856 when

the town established a school
“district to ‘include the area,

a primary school was estab-
lished with Miss Eleanor,

Blacker as teacher.

During - the early years of
the ‘community,  homeowners
had - difficulty " in obtaining
water. The only available sup-

ply had to be:toted in buckets -

from the farm of Dr. Edgar
F. Peck which lay  outside
The areaWarren finally call-
ed a public. meeting ‘to solve

this problem -and as a result

a. community well was sunk
conveniently close to  most
homes. This led to §ome house-
hold-ers' acquiring horses and
cows. Thereafter a community
manure pile was started and
this in turn led to a boom in
gardening. Among the inhab-
itants of the place before 1860
was Charles A, Codman, an

experienced. farmer. Brothers

William  and = John Metgalf

joined in building a hofhe an
with th?&n thgId two msf(z;ers
and  a rs ayward ne
o Henry Edgarturned his home
nto a ting place for the
Positivist Society which he
founded.

(Continued on-page 141)

< The Academy of Si. Joseph at Brentwood.
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?JUNE 1961

Was built between the Brook-

]yn Elevated line on Crescent

St. and the surface tracks on
Kamalca Ave,'and on May 30,
1908, Broadway elevated
1ralns started - to run to Ja-
maica by that route. However,
gs there were so many acci-

dlents involving farm Wagons'

qnd pedestrians, the service
was - discontinued ~on ‘Decem-
ber 8, 1908. Finally, in 1916,
the elevated line was extend-

ed from Crescent St. to 111th .

St. and a further extension
was made to 168th St., Ja-
maiea, in 1917.-Also, the Ful-

ton St. elevated hne was ex-

tpnded from Grant Ave. to
Lefferts Ave. in 1915. In re-
~dent years, the latter has been
qonnected to the Independent
. Bubway Systéem. Then, too,
~the Independent subway in
Queens Blvd.
Ave. came into the picture in
the 1930s. :
The extension of rapld tran-
‘sit lines into the Richmond
fill -~ Jamaica area had, of
purse, taken much passenger

*business away from the L T

'R R and the various improve-
S ~'Way much freight business.

, Brentwood
(continued from page 129)
Other societies were found-
d by men and women, each

‘m‘ EE

hilosophy of life. The male
‘nmembers of one saclety wore

:"z:s

: long. hair and their wives went .

in for what today would be
called boylsh bobs. One society

is said to have sponsored
. polygamy. In fact, before very

e

- long Josiah Warren § philoso-

phy became lost in a conglo-
meration of conflicting cults,
some of which cast undesir-
aple shadows over the fair
name of Modern Tlmes In

and Hlll%lde '

“ment programs had taken a- - ‘

society having its own special”

1864, therefore, the residents
assembled and adopted a new

‘name for the village. They

chose Brentwood after a town
in Essex, England, from
which some of them hailed.
This ‘change of name occur-
red in 1864, towards the close
of the Civil “War. in 'which
fifteen local residents served

with the Union forces. One of

them, George Baxter, was kill-
ed in battle. He was espec1ally
missed as he had belonged to
the Modern Times Brass Band
before the war, a group which
toured the island and met
with great public favor,
Among the leading resi-
dents of Modern Times were

LONG- ISLAND FORUM

Edward Linton, and Henry
Edgar, an English lawyer who
brought a large family, to-
gether with 800 books with
which he founded a circulat-
ing library.  He and James D,
Blacker planted many arbor
vitae hedges about the village.

Stephen Pearl Andrews, co-
founder with Warren of the
community, was al s}gleng(sit
and philologist, while Dr -
ward Newberry, thelocal den- ) 873
1st,”went 1n .tor phrenology,’ CN*@@
chemistry, botany ‘and geo- 1aq
logy. He and his wife were Sliie
also sucecessful “artists.. From S '
Ohio came Isaac Gibson, a %
Quaker, ~bringing “Mr. —and ,
Mrs.. William . Jenkins. - and
their two children; also a Mr.

W. U. Dame, Peter 1. Blacker,
e —— pen

- 3

GLOVER

BOTTLED GAS CO.

MEDFORD RD. .. NO. PATCHOGUE, N. Y.

GRover 5-3120 o

All Gas Appliances at Lowest Cost

You Get Service Too!

DRY CLEANING
R | [ ]

 RUG CLEANING

FUR STORAGE

AMityville 4-3200

7 Franklin National Bank

OF LONG

ISLAND, NEW YORK

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

v
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I Harris and a lVI1ss Jenny
“Frantz. This band, traveling
'east in covered wagons,
brought many small ever
- greens, 1nclud1ng ines, whi
_years late Te '

~ JUNE 1961

f FoT~Brentwood - 11 - the ~ pines.

| | Many still flourigh:

} Gradually, as Brentwood
grew in size and importance,
. Modern Times blended with

'the century few people remem-
' bered Josiah Warren and his
strange teachings. Scarcely

remained by then, " having
| either passed to their reward
" or moved away. Today one
| finds little evidence of the
community’s fantdstlc begin-

' Fourth avenues. :
.- On the east mde of Brent—

“old Codman home It - was eall-

- such a bird visited the place
.““»lfback in 1877 and held con-
| verse = with = Codman, who

-+ claimed that it had identified
sl i itself as the spirit of a Secato-

S schoolhouse,
S Henpow -standsTon

4 between - Third and Fourth
avenues, . remodeled into "a
L-dwelling. It was built in 1857

" ings of the early days still

none. Following the demise of
" the original colony, Brentwood
" became the home of large, at-
- tractive villas, and several
s 'mansions. When in 1896 the
| Sisters of St. Joseph acquired

some 800 “acres ‘on which to”

SRR ' “found the Academy of St. Jo-
& i “seph, on the property was the

i former mansion of Robert W.

| “Pearsall, ‘completed in 1870

chateay with lofty ceilings'and

,H sall engaged ick Law
l New York’s Central Park, to
I landscape his grounds.

| | acres stood the fabulous Au-
- stral Hotel of 135  rooms,
o orected by a syndicate during

142

' the newcomers. By the turn of

any of the original settlers -

me’s octagonalm,v

o wood road, opposite the Pres-
I byterian Church gtands the -

“ed the Hermitage of the Red-
Owl because of a legend that

_gue chief, The\}llages first)

aalt | ,
also ocfagona” ning; the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of

There may be other build- |

standing, but we know of

~along the lines ‘'of a French
inlaid hardwood floors., Pear- -

Olmstead, who had laid out

Also-on:the ‘Academy’s ‘300

' LONG ISLAND BOOKS

By Paul Bailey

- "Physical Long Island”
Its Geology, Archaeology; Beaches, Plains
and Historic Storms

More Than 100 Illustrations
Hard Cover Cloth Bound, $4 Postpaid

i e v ey 11
Colonial Long Island”
A brief history of the Island's first 250 years
\ More Than 50 Ilustrations
- POSTPAID $2 00

Long Island Whalers

~The history of Whaling by L. I. ships and men for
more than 200 years, briefly. told. Showing the begin-

the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s Well illy-
strated. Postpald $1.

"The Thirteen Tnbes
Bovised and Greaily Enlarged =

A brief account of the names,
locations, customs, characieristics‘ and
history of the Long Island Indians.

Well Tilustrated, $1 Postpaid

Address:

PAUL BAILEY
BOX 805, AMITYVILLE, N. Y.

Note: Bailey's 2-volume Island History and Historic Long Island
in Pictures, Prose and Poeiry are out of print.

)




the 1880’s

neglected.: Nevertheless, the

Academy put the Pearsall
“‘mansion . and: the -hotel, as '

~well as other buildings ‘on the
property, to . good use:
‘Where the Mackay Rad1o

‘“ﬂ Station now ‘stands, to the

~north of the village, was once

“ Wildwood, the. thousand-acre

~estate of two bachelor

brothers, Charles and John

I+ “Arbuckle, who bought theland:

" and built their rambling coun-
o try home in_1885. The build-
- ing, greatly\rém S

-stands at the eastern end of |

Caleb’s Path.

. We are lndebted to Verne
Dyson,
Historian and Curator of the

Walt Whitman Birthplace at .
West HIHS for ‘much of the

fore-going information.

Should oné visit’ the interest-:
ing commumty, Brother Dy- |
son is the right man to con- |

hls-

i ¢ Cunl Engmeers

: Grayv1ew Building .
,2 Lakev1ew Avenue, Lynbrook

Tel Lanrook 9 5563

ost of $200 o

000, which was quite a sum
in those days. After a brief
- “«career, the project blew up
- .and the hotel stood empty and

odeled, = still -

Brentwood ‘Village:

Tama descendant of Peter Hal-

lock, who landed at Southold in -

11640; My . great-grandfather was
born in Southold, so you see I am

interested :in" L. I. hlstory and -
‘enjoy the Forums.

Lynn-E. Hallock

~ 'Red Creek, N. Y,

" BILL JACOBS'
THE WAGON WHEEL
" 'Recommended: by
~ Duncan Hines
Gourmet & Cue

' Luncheon Dmner

Cocktazls

‘Patchogue Road
- Pori Jefferson Station

Descendant of I-:arly Settler -

A Long Txme '

I find' a month isa long tlme ;
to wait from issue to 1ssue as I+ 5
~read them through as’ soon as o
they arrive, ;

Mlldred P Coshck

Br;dgehampton ’ L

" Kind Words Department =
Thanks to-Mrs, Henry D. Mllls; k
of Patchogue, Archlbald N. Young ' . .
of Southold,: and Mrs Walter W
_‘Voelbel of Sea Cllff

L Surveyors -

On The North Shore Ii's The

CHINA ISLAND

. COCKTAIL LOUNGE

U Adr Conditioned

" Serving -Exotic Chinese Food
Open Daily Orders fo take out

~ FOrest 8-3890 "
JERICHO TURNPIKE

‘ fCommack Shoppmg Center
Member Diner’s - Club - and
“-‘American Express

For ihe Sea Food
Connolsseur It's

INN

_on Connetquot Rlver
~ OAKDALE.

Phone SAyville 4 0248
~ CLOSED MONDAYS,

RESTAURANT

M. SWANSON .
AMltyVIIle 4- 5868 and 4 9704

Dawes Avenue L
 and George Brown Plaza

Amityville (East) .

e In Hxstorlcal Surroundmgs :

, f“’I‘he North Shore’s
3 Beau‘uful and’ Sceme

'THREE VILLAGE NN
* Overnight Accommodations
: Frivate Parties — Caektaﬂs
P Open E‘.very Day
Reservatmns Advxsed
Phone STony Brock 7- 0555

nmx AND e

Felice's
- Restaurant

. Now Opemtmg The
PATCHOGUE’ HOTE‘L

LUNCHEON DINNER

 LATE S’UPPER
- Banquet Facilities

Call GRover 5-5700

HARBQR mGHT .

EXCELLENT CUISINE |
Catermg to Small Partlesr -

‘ "Willie and Herma‘n'l""

La Grange

Monmuk Highway East or Babvlﬁn

Large New Banquei Hall
B Tel MOhawk 9-9800

ZIKOLL’S

A place to relax—-— e T
To dine at’leisure m an
o atmosphere of yesteryear

Closefi Mondays

‘ ‘\845 Merrxck Hoad Copxagnei

1 (Tﬁlh ‘?ﬁanhmmk Cer |

1 Luncheons -'Dinners e

' Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore
Margaret E. Clark

Tels.  AMityville 4 1383 - 9815

GIL CLARK'S
Maple Avenue Fish House
. L. L's FAMOUS

OYSTER and ;CI.AM’

: BAR

Gilbert- M.- Clark
Tels. MOhawk 5 1550 and-1551.

STE13NfS[1'rf,"ff

Pickle Products, 'Inc; '

CHapel 9-0248

Complete Line .of Condiments for. ,the“
- Hotel and Restaurant '.l‘rade

) Factory conveniently located at
Farmmgdale

/

o il

- Luncheons — Dinners' 1

Farmingdale, N, Y. |

Prompt Deliveries. Quality Since 1890 | iy




SOCIETY PRESERVATION
LA TS
SETAUKET, L. 1. ‘

October 17, 1975

{3’ gg:rg& He Peters

¢/0 The L. I. Hortienlitural Socle
Planting Plelds Arboretvm et
Qyﬁtﬂr %}"* Iu}a; - %%w&

Dear Hr. Peters:

There were mignificent pimes at Bremtwood wnt: ' ’
poare pora Wit MG LGS Ties o Drvaevect ebout ten or fifteen

Can you tell us what kind of pime tree these , , ,
also sny other information sbowt them will be most welsome ™ vocorting 4o
our information these trees were planted in the 1850's. e

Themk you so much for your help.

Sinoerely yours,

, Baryy Be %n Liew

Crmizy e aes

A
e i

BVL: jr

ISLIP TOWN = 335

structures since that time. The first meetings

~ of the society were held in the school which was shared with the
Episcopalians. This latter group started as a mission of St. Mark’s
Chureh of Islip in 1869. When the Fpiscopalians built their church.

made to the original
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a0, GENERAL HISTORY OF LONG ISLAND.

" There are more than one hundred square miles, or
seventy thousand acres, of salt meadows bordering the
bays and harbors of Long Island. From these marshes
immense quantities of hay are taken, which, with corn
stalks, is largely used for wintering young stock and
"dry cattle. There are threo kinds of grasses growing
" . upon them, distinguished by the names of sedge, salt
and black grass.
~ The scarcity and advance in the price of farm labor,
~"as well as the advantages attending their use, have
- caused the introduction of the best farm implements
and agricultural machinery. Stones are used to some
- extent as fencing material where they are availuble,
but by far the lurgest part of the island is entirely dds-
titute of stones large enough for the purpose. Cheste
nut timber je abundant on all the relling woodlands,
and furnishes the material for about all the farm
- fences.
The cranberry has recently been introduced i in many
' parts of Suffolk county, with great success. The soil
and the conditions are favorable, and this industry pro-
mises, in a few years, to become an important one,
The Hempstead Plains, which, through a mistaken
- policy, have until recently been held as public domain,
~are susceptible of remunerative cultivation. The soil
. is a dark, rich vegetable mould or loam from one to

tract at regular intervals appear to have been gncient
water-courses. There is another and still more exten-
sive tract extending eastward from the Plains, reach-
ing to the head of Peconic Bay, which, like Hempstead
" Plains, has hitherto suffered from an entirely unwar-
rantable and mistaken aspersion of the character of its
goil and consequent adaptation to cultivation.

As all previous histories of Long Island have*
wittingly or unwittingly perpetuated this erronons im-
pression, we take pleasure in presenting an ample refu-
-+ tation of the same, in the form of an autobiographical
- sketch of Dr. Epcar F. PEck, who speaks ex cathedra

sentiment of the present day, as regardm g these much-
~.-abused Long Island lands.

The central and northern portions of the island have
‘a soil rich in the mineral elements and phosphates
essential to plant growth. In many places, particu-
larly at Brentwood and Central Islip, there isa fine

*Wo make but one exception, viz., that of Mr. JAmES B. COOPER’Ss brief
History of the Town of Babylon, contained in the History of Suffolk County,
recently published by Munsell & Co., the publishers of this work, and
which is as follows : )

*'With the exception of the sand dunes which border the Atlantic Ocean,
and a naxrow ridge of hills known as the Half-way Hollow Hills, the surface
.. .of the town is remarkably level.”” ‘“The center portion, consisting of level

o plains, up to forty years ago was covered with pine forests. Since railroads
*"tinve been operated through these pine-lands numerous fires have occurred,
moetly kindled by-Sparks from locomotives, causing great destruction to the
timber, and there are now only found thick tangled scrub oaks and stunted
pines, Only a small ‘portion of this kind of land is under a good state of
cultivation. The soil is mostly a sandy loam. The land is easily cleared,
-+ snd 18 adapted to the growing of grain and root crops, and probably in a

fow years large tracts will be cleared and cultivated.’’

substratum of clay that holds the moisture_and pre- !'
vents leaching, the rich yellow loam being almost -

 Zervia Strong and Nehemish Chapman, of Sharon, Conn., °

. three feet in depth. The hollows which cross the

on this subject, and who represents the enlightened

planting them.

entirely destitute of sand. These clay deposits are fre~ '
quently of a quality not excelled by any in America for
building-brick; and abundant strata, fully equal to the
best grades of Europe for pottery, have recently been
discovered in Suffolk County. Hence wheat, potatoes, .
cabbage and other strong growing crops are more . .
successfully grown than on the allavisl portions of r"f"f~.p ’

the island. Wil Hen .

EDGAR FENN PECK, M.D. '

Edgar Yenn Poack, M.D., was born September 20th, 1806-|n
the town of Amenin, Dutchess County, State of New York, His
father, Henry Pack, was a Dative of Milford, Conn., snd son of
Michael Peck, a descendant of Joseph Peck, who eame over with
Davenport's colony to New Haven in 1638, and sfter residing
awhile at New Haven, settled in Milford abont 1841, The house
he built and lived in in Milford stood two huyndred years,
and was oceupied by his descendants until it was taken down;
his descendants are in Milford now, on the paternal land, The
mother of Dr. Edgar Fenn was Julania Chapman, daughter of

and a direct descendant by his English wife of Elder John
Strong, of Northampton, Mass. .

The parents of Dr. Edgar Fenn removed from Amenia, when he i
was very young, to the northern part of the State of New York, g
to Washington County, and wers there during the war of 1812, S
and were in Salem in 1816, '17, and '18; and Edgar went
to school in the Washington Academy, one of the most distin- %
guished academies in the State; he was in the English depart-
ment under T. N, Allen. George W. Bethune, the ** Yorker
Boy,” as hie was called in school, was in the classical department
in the Washington Academy; he was also in the sabbath school
with Johp and Mary Williams, who became the wife of Dr,
Bethune. He attended the church and sabbath gchool of the
Rev. Dr. Alexander Proudfit, God bless his name and memory.
Early in 1818 the family returned to Sharon, Conn., near his
grandfather Chapman's, in the eastern part of the fown.

I now propose to change the form of narrative, and to speak
and write in the first person. I was twelve years old when we =~
returned, and here among kindred and friends of great merit, of
religion, learning and good schools, which I attended in the win- |
ter, and worked in the summer mostly upon the farm; and here
I acquired a most thorough knowledge of farming, for which I
had a great desire.

I always thought a farmer’s life was the most useful and most
happy. The immortal Washington said that *¢Agriculture
“ig the most healthful, the most useful, and the most noble . .
«“ gmployment of man.” The first work of the Lord, after the
great creation, was to plant a garden, to the east of Eden. I
would have been a farmer, but I had no means to buy a farm,
and my- kind father had none to give me; but I acquired great
skill for a youth upon the farm." I learned to plough and to
hoe, to plant and to sow, to reap and to mow; I learned to bud
and graft when fourteen years old; I learned to raise trees
from tree seed, acorns, hickory nuts, and keys from the great
sugar maple; ‘I learned by observation and analogy when
a boy, by seeing or finding acorns and hickory nuts under -
the trees, in the spring, sprouted, and seeing the young
tree-plants under the sugar maple, and the apple seeds,
sprouted under the apple trees; it occurred to me if those nuts .
and tree seeds were planted, they would grow; I tried it, and
they did grow. I had never heard or read anything about plant-
ing tree seed ; the only thing I had ever read was that ‘* Tall °
oaks' from little acorns grow.y There was nothing said about
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- of hitchﬁeld and the Rev. Joel Hawes, of Hartford.
(N pnd excellent hother used to think that boys ought not to drink
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1lad a verymtrong desire from my childhood for knowledge
. and leammg,\a thirsting after knowledge, and I spent all my
time, when not at work, with my books and studies, and won-
© derel if I would ever become a learned man, and be good and
usefnl, It was seldom that I ever spent any time in play and
pastimes ; I had no time to spare. I never played a game of
sards, or ohebkers or chess, never saw a game of billiards
played in my ;life, was never in a theatre but twice, and then not
lo sée the play throngh. I adopted total abstinence in 1824,
two years before Dr. Beecher preached his immortal sermons
agninst intemperance in Litchfield in 1826. I knew Dr. Beecher
well in my ypouth. There were two men then in Connecticut
- wha'were my beau ideals a8 men and. divines—ILyman Beecher,
My pious

_cider after it had fermented; and in complisnee with her wish I
. abandoned it. Ibad never henrd any temperance speech, or
~ readl any temperance paper; 1had rend but ome book on tem-
~ perdnee, the {ibla' that T had learned from ehildhood by the
temckling of my mother, She had jnstructad me on the great sin
of dmnkenna&bu and itg terrible punishments, declared by the

o Tordl,

Toi 1826 I o mmenced the study of medicine, in the office and
. tinder the tujtion of a relative, my cousin Dr, Clark Chap-
mnan, 8 man, of learning and great skill as a physician,

Dr. Dhapman | |i8 now living, at the age of eighty-six, in Groton,

~+ Tompkins Connty, N. Y. I had a task before me, one that re-

quired great | n‘ndustry, prudence and self-denial, to pursue my
stuities and to support myself, whicki I did by teaching school a
ipart of the ti

Aya medxc;‘: student, I took up the subject of intemperance,
landthe effect of alcohol on the human system, as opened by Dr.
Beepher. Iread everythingthat I could find on the subject, and
gava speocial altention o diseases directly resnlting from strong

g idrink, particularly to deliriam tremens, which was not then well

. understood—nor its treatment. I soon had the reputation of
. being very suceessful with hard cases of alcoholic disease in the
" difforent medlcal offices I was in during my studentship, as I
‘wag in more#than one, and the hard cases were handed over to

e me, particulayly delirium tremens, “the trembling delirium,” and

11 was very su?pcessful in treating it.
‘werp attended in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, I was

My first medical lectures

< licemsed to psLachce. at Fairfield, January 30th, 1830; and I ira-
‘mediately enﬁbred practice in my native County of Dutche%, at
. Hyde Park, as a partner with the late Huntting Sherrill, M.D.,

. /thén President of the Dutchess County Medical Society, and one
- of fthe principal physicians and surgeons of the county. My
* thotough study and under practice whilst a student had qualified
‘me . for full practice. That able, eminent Professor, David
‘Hosnck, M.D., whose country seat was at Hyde Park, showed me

-, igrent kindnegs by giving me access to his extensive medjcal

I. libgary, and instruction on any question I asked.

In 1831 I removed to New York, and took an office at No. 96
| Duyne street, near Broadway, 80 as to be between the Hospital
(thuz-n on BrT)adway, between Dusne and what is now Worth

‘stijet) and the College of Physicians and Surgeons, then in
‘Baiclay xstreeﬁ near Broadway, that I might have access to, and the

g adyantages of both of these great medical institutions. The situa-

tiols or position, was central .and most advantageous. I soon

©. found myself in practice, and ‘made the acquaintance of the

'leading medieal men of the city, the President and professors of

. the College, from whom I received great kindness and sttention.

Un the approach of the Asiatio cholera I revived my reading
on that terrible disease, to make myself thoroughly acquainted
with all that ‘could be known about it. I had five years before

i vesid all thaﬂ could be found of its history in the foreign and

Anjericon mcﬁdlcal journals, and as it came to New York conster-

. naiion and dismay fell upon the city; all business was suspended,
- andl multitudes fled to the country.

 and where Dr. Heston was;

¢ Come when the blessed seals,
That close the pestilence are broke,
And crowded cities wail its stroke . .
Come in consumption’s ghastly form,
The earthquake shock, or ocean storm,
And thou, oh ! Death, art terrible,”

A special medical council was formed by the city authorities,
consistihg of twelve of the most eminent physicians of the city,
with Dr. Alexander H. Stevens, the President of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, at its head;and I received an appoint-
ment under this council to take charge of the medical stations in
the Twelfth Ward, and the hospital formed on Eighth street; and
1 had the care of all the stations from the old almshouse, which
stood where the Worth monument now stands, to King's Bridge, .
with the exception of the Bloomingdale station, which was under
the care of Dr. Williams.

I entered immadiately upon the wotk assigned, and the ter-
rible seenes of suffering and donth I cannot hore deseribe. Those
at the Yorkville hospital on Fighty-sixth street were horrible,
It was filled with the dend and dying, equal to those scenes de-
seribed by old Defos, in his history of the Great Plague in
Londeg,

One day I had six dead bodies Iaid out in the hospital, es the
fenr and dread upon the people was 80 great that no one could
be found to take away or remove the dead.  These did not all
die in the hospital ; some were brought in dead, others speech-
less and dying. The records were, ‘“ name and age unknown.”
I roomed in the hospital, and was there day and night,

On the death of Dr. Arnold, of Harlem, I left the Yorkville

hospital at the request of Dr. Stevens, and went to Harlem where ..

the cholern had been extremely fatal. Whole families were
swept away. The fate of the family of the Rev. Mr. Hinton, the
Episcopal clergyman, was terrible. They all died in one night
—father, mother and children. I believe there were two chil-
dren. They died in the house on the southerly side of One
Hundred and Twenty-seventh street, about one hundred and fifty
feet west of Third avenue. Ateveningthey assembled at the sup-
per-table; when the morning came they were all dead and buried.
Dr. Arnold, the physician who owned the house, lived with
them, and he was smitten with the fell disease early the next
morning, and fled to & neighbor’s house, where he died before 12
o’clock. He had been daily to the Yorkville hospital. He called
there the afternoon before hig death, and I had a full talk with
him on the state of the pestilence in Harlem. He was greatly
excited and anxious. The next morning, when Dr: Stevens ar~
rived with me in Harlem, we found Dr. Arnold in a state of col-
lapse and speechless. He died in less than half an hour, I held
his hand when he breathed his last.

To show with what suddenness and fatality the fell disease
took its victims, on Dr. Stevens’ return to the city he sent a
young physician, Dr. Heston, who was from Pennsylvania,
to take my place at the hospital. Iremainedin Harlem. Aboutl
o'clock in the morning, after I left the hospital, & messenger
came to me in great haste to go immediately to Yorkville—that Dr.
Heston tvas sick; and, as soon as a horse could be harnessed I drove
there, and as I arrived at the house of John G. Kip, on Third
avenue, near Eighty-sixth’ street, where I had taken my meals,
his dead body was being brought
down-stairs in a rough board box as a coffin. Consternation and
dismay fell upon all the people on that part of the island of New
York. The house of the dead where death had left not one,
‘“no, not one,” was an object of fear and dread. No one dared
to open it, and after several days I went to the house with the
Rev. Dr. C. D. Westbrook, who was Health Warden of Harlem,
Dr. Westbrook standing at the gate, I opened the house
and went in alone and threw open the doorsand windows. The
house wassilent—the silence of death. Whata picture! Every-
thing in disorder ; table standing with dishes in confusion, un-
washed, as if left before the meal was finished; beds in con-
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fusion, ladies and children’s hats and garments hanging on
chairs or on the floor, as if the inmates had suddenly fled

in fright.

I continned my medical labor on that part "of the island for
more than two years, and at the request of the Mayor and prom-

., inent citizens, I examined all that part of the island to Kings
- Bridge.
.- larious diseases prevailed, and on these places and localities the

There were places of low and wet ground where ma-

cholera was most fatal, and all these places I examined specially
with a view to their sanitary condition.

The Harlem flats had the reputation of bemg unhealthy, and
intermittent fevers were common, and fevers of a high and fatal
grade often prevailed. It was said by medical men that these
Harlem fevers more neatly resembled yellow fever than fevers
in any other locality around New York.

I attended the lateJudge D. P. Ingraliam through a very serious
illness of fever, a high grade of bilious fever with typhoid symp-
toms, Igave him the most prompt and ¢onstant attention, forI
was doubly interested iii him, not only as my patient, but as my
friend. The late Dr. John C. Cheesman, of New York, said he
believed that my prompt and careful attention, under Providence,
saved Mr. Ingrahain’s life; because Dr. Cheesman knew the ob-
stinate and fatal character of those Harlem fevers. I wasin

practice all this timé under a licenise, which gave the full privi—

leges and power of the profession, and I liad the mést able ad-

. vigers, such as Dr. Alexander H. Stevens, President of the Gol-

lege, and all the professors, Dr. Valentineé Mott, Dr. John B.
Beek, Dr. Hosack, and Dr. J. C. Cheesman. These éeminent men
were always ready to render me any aid or advice ih practice.

In the session of 1832-3, I graduated and received the degree
of Doctor of Medicine from the old Barclay street College of
Ialso re-
ceived an honorary degree of M. D. from Rutgers College.

On the 2d December, 1834, I married Margaretta, daughter of

the Rev. John F. Jackson, of Harlem, N.Y.; a lady of great pers

sonal beatity and uterit, With her I'lived forty.one years, I
was always a domestic man. DMy leart was in my wifeand
children and in my home. We Lad two dearly beloved and
deeply lamented daughters, The youngest, Emma Louisa, died
young; the eldest, Julla Anna, & child of great promiss, lived
until herssventeenth year, My blessed wife died in 1878, aged
sixty-six. Iam childless and unmarried. * Nor wife nor chil
dren move shall I behold.” -
In the spring of 1841, at a time of serious illness in my family,

I went to Long Island., Ons of my daughters had died aund
the other was sxtremely low, and my wife's health greatly im-
paired. Medical friends advised this removal to the country as
the only chance for my daughter’s recovery. My attention was

« directed by friends to Long Island, and to the village of Smith-

town Branch, Suffolk County—forty-five miles from N ew York
City.

There I found a pleasant rural place, that had been occupied
by the Rev, Ithinar Pillsbury, a Presbyterian minister, as a par-
sonage. Mr. Pillsbury was a New England man, and had care-
fully cultivated the garden and grounds of four ucres around
the house, and Lad filled the garden and orchard with choice
fruit and ornamental shrubbery. He was a man of great learn-
ing and ability as a divine. Rev. Dr. Prime, in his History of
Long Island, published in 1845, says of Mr. Pillsbury that, in
1834, ‘“ he, with a chosen company, formed in good old Puritin
siyle, emigrated and settled in the town of Andover, Illinois.
Mr. Pillsbury is deservedly regarded as the patriarch of this
new settlement, and a worthy example of future emigrants.”
The Rev. Mr. Pillsbury founded a college at Andover, Ill., and
wag president of it during the remainder of his life. There, at

Smithtown, on this Old Parsonage Place, as it was called, we |

found a pleasant and happy home. The society was excellent,
and here I was induced to remain, as the health of my daughter
improved to recovery. I knew much generally of Long Island.

I knew it was the oldest settled part of the State, that it wus .
called the ‘“Garden of America,” and I supposed it was all
settled throughout; that all the lands on it that could be culti-
vated had been cultivated, I had never been any further east on -
the Island than from Flushing across to Jamaics, and to Rock- .
away. Ihad never heard of the great * barrens" of Hempstead
Plains. When I went to Smithtown to look at the place, I took
the cars of the Long Island Railroad, then gomplated as far ag
Hicksville, twenty-five miles from' Brooklyn (it was a pleasant
day in March), and soon aftér passing Jamaica we opened
nn to Hempstead Plains, & vast and beautiful country, which I
thought was the handsomest tract of land I'had ever beheld.
That was my first impression of it then, and it is my
opinion of it now. It was covered with cattle and sheep as far
as the eye could see. Hempstead Plains is a great and beautifal *
prairie, an upland meadow. The old historian, Denton, who
wrote in 1670, more than two hundred and ten years ago, whose .
bookis called the * Gem of History,"” says : ¢ Towards the middle
of the Island lieth a plain, sixteen miles long and four miles -
broad, containing sixty-four square miles, or more than forty
thousand acrées, upon which there is neither stick nor stone, and
it produces very fine grass which makes exceeding good hay,
which is no small benefit to the towns which own it.” :
The soil of Hempstead Plains is a fine, dark and perfect loam, - !
of an average depth of three feet over the centre surfacé of the.
whole plains, and is of the most productive kind. Itisin its
native and natural condition exactly such s soil as & lady wonld '
seek to fill her flower-pots with. T
A. T, Stewart, the merchant prince of New York pnrobwaed
of the town of Hempstead, by which it was owned as common .
land, on September 13th, 1869, 7,000 acres; &t $55 an aocre, and =
paid in checks, one of $200,000, and two of $100,000 each, and
founded ard laid out Garden City on Hempstead Plains, and put
under cultivation a farm of 2,500 acres; surrounding Garden City.

The work on this great farm wag done by W. R. Hinsdale, a
farmer, and general superintendent of the Stewart property at .
Garden City. Mr. Hingdale is & highly iutelligent agriculturist
and pmctwal farmer. The land of Garden Oity, on Hempstiead -
Pluins, 8 more than 100 feet high above tide water, an elevated -
tuble-land, sloping to the south; the climate is perfeotly healthy -
and the water of the puvest kind, and inexhsuatible, - The turf .
i so thick and strong on the Plains that it 18 necessary touse s
team of three horses to turn a furrow through it. This is the tract
of land 8o long stigmatized by Long Islanders, and by Hemp
stead men in partioular, as being barren and utterly worthless.

Omitting details of culture and cost of fertilizers used, I will
give the production of the farm of 2,500 scres for the yearof
1880, from Mr. Hinsdale's repott. All of theae large cropl were |
raigsed at a profit :

Of corn, there were 450 acres. with an nnusm\lly huvy yiald
of at least seventy bushels of shelled corn to the acre, ;

Of oats, 588 acres, thirty-five bushels per acre (t-hil’ was &
better yield thun on the old farms in the country).. i o

Of rye, 435 acres,

Of moadow, or grass, 485 acres; 100 acres of this wes in
Hungarian grass, which yielded two tons and s half per acre..
The native grass ¢f Hempstead Plains is the blue grm of Ken. :,
tucky.

Of Luckiwheat, 250 acres, 20 bushels per acre.

Of wheat, 30 acres, 20 bushels per acre. .

Besides these, large crops of every ‘kind of vegetables evor -
raised.

The following table has been mado of the fotal yield of ueveral
crops for the year 1880 :

(71 - T .

Indian COrn.....covveen.osuses ;
Buckwheat..ooiion vieaen ceessosse 5,000 .
Wheat. oo innerionnase cesnssnnens 600 o



snil most productive of any lands between here and San Fran-
.- cispo; and he knows, as he has been all over the country, in Ohio,
. Ilinols, the |Hockhocking and the Sciota flats, and resided in
California,

At Hmksw\ﬂle thers was only a lonelv station-house, the end of
thi railroad foute~twenty-five miles from Brooklyn. Here Itook
this stage, from Hicksville to the north over the Plains to Jericho,

“an.old and most beautifal and highly cultivated settlement; then
Ttumed eastward on the old country north.side road to Smith.
town, a distance of twenty miles, passing through a fine farming
rejfion, whio had been settled and cultivated for more than 200
yenrs,
Arrived at Smithtown Branoh, Ifound the village pleusanc and
degirable, but I objected to the twenty miles' stago ride, and was
Jil that wqu was to be immedintely resumed on the Long
Islond Railrond, snd cars would soon run to Smithtown,

\—-\_..

Isinind Railroad Company, and saw the President, Mr, Fiske, and
he said that work on the milroad would be immediately re-
sumed, and the road would be completed through the Island as
soin as possjble. that Boston men were to nid; that disasters on
Ling Island| Sound had recently been 8o great that it was desir-
able to get amore safe route, which he thought wonld be over
Im*ng Island, I then determined to go to Long Island, and I
repted the illsbury Pargonage house, in Smithtown Branch, for
$100 a year, snd which I afterwards purchased, with fifty ncres of
land adjoining, which made my little farm there,
I removed | my family there. Boon after I arrived I met en ac-
‘7 “quaintance tpat I knew in New York, and he said he had = posse
" of pbout 106 men at work on the railroad opposite Smithtown,
o and wishedﬂl would go down and see them, as there were
sevieral amo%tg them that needed medical aid, having received

. acidental "injuries, Up to this time, I had not hesrd of the

great Barren|Plains, extending eastward from Hempstead Plains

to the head \of Peconio Bay, so_entirely composed of sand and
gruvel as to| be unsusceptible of cultivation by any process

km?v?f."‘"*"”‘“ T

. This is the black and false record made by ‘* Trompsox and
. Pnue, the historians of Long Island,” and which has held that
grfaat part of\ the Island in wilderness.

‘i he next day I started for the railroad, and I iwent down
- thyough Ha#phngues, and the last house before entering the
L. woods, I met, a man at his wood pile; I asked if he could direct
. mg to where ‘the railroad men were at work? He said I must keep

Y ddwn the rond into the woods snd then turn to the right, on the
~-rond to Islip, Isoon struck into the dog path, completely over-
"hl‘mg with ¢rees and bushes, and so narrow that my wheels
~ womld not r\;t; in the tracks (one of them had to go on the bank).
. After s drive of about two miles I found the railroad camp, at
. 'where Suffolk Station was afterwards made. The woods through
{* which X had{lgone were very dense. 1B Ly
i 'There I found my friend and his men, shzmtxes and cabins

souttered arapund and the men were grading the railroad bed ;
+ they had cqt through the woods about three rods wide, and

. . opening a long and beautiful vista, as far as the eye could see.

Lo Tell and loft;f:trees, that stood on each side of the railroad bed,

a8 ithick as they could stand, and there I found myself in the
wiidst of a vaat, magnificent, primeval forest. I was astonished ;

- and then I learned that this great forest and wilderness was forty
- miflles long and eight miles wide—four miles each side of the
rwglroad-ex ending from the east end of Queens County about

i thiﬁrty one 1les, from Brooklyn to Riverhoad seventy miles ; the
trees were large and lofty, and so thick and dense that a horse
ooinld not gﬂ through the woods. Along the line of the railroad,

. this trees and the timber were mostly yellow pine—Pinus rigida

- —wpf large and most thrifty growth, from eighteen 1 Inches to two
. feet in diamieter, many much larger, perfectly sound and solid ;
thday would ?qnnre up from twenty to thirty feet in length, and

0n my return I wentto the office in New York of the Long ]
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Mr. Hinsdule says the lands of Hempstead Plains are the ﬁnest. " the timber about equal to the best Georgia pinés. A little

to the north of the railroad line, there were oaks in variety,
chestnuts, hickory and locust, all of large growth. These
woodlands extended four miles each side the railroad. I am
always impressed with wild woodlands, ¢ when among the trees
and wilds where sunshine, birds sing and flowers bloom.”
There were no serub oaks there then, in these woods ; thick
forests overshadowed them, and they die out or disappear, but
ready to come bnek agnin as soon as they can get possession of
the ground. The serub onky of which the Long Islanders have
such o drend and hafred, 1s the best friend of the Island; for,

whon the wood and trees are all destroyed, thig Iittle fellow
comes in and takes possession of the lands, and protects them
from becoming s barren, by being dried up by the sun and the
elements. Ttis o shrub: can never be_a tree in any soil, no

more than 4 lilac bush, It is indigenous, i, ¢., s native, to the Is-
land, and grows all over the Island, from tmd in Brooklyn to

"Montauk Point,

Judge Lefferts’, of Bedford, famous Cripplebush farm, in
Brooklyn (and willed by him to his beloved danghter, Elizabeth -
Dorothes, the wife of My, Brevoort), is ** Sq?rub Qok Farm," for

Cripplebush means * serub oak;" Oripplebush road is "Scrub
Onk road.”

It i3 set down in books of science and natural history as the
nineteenth variety of the oak, as the ¢ Quercus Illicifolio.” Tt is

cnlled Bear onk, from the great abundance of acorns that it pro-
duces, upon which the benrs foed,

I was very greatly surprised at the soil I found there. It was
three feet deep in the railroad cuttings, of the very finest yellow
loam, in every way suited {o culture—not a porticle of sand or,
gravel or a stone in it.
in the railroad, and in the uncultivated lands on its borders, I
was so weak and foolish as to think o railroad would be of great
benefit, and a very convenient and handy thing to have on Long
Island, and I did my uttermost to promote jt. There was a very -
strong opposition to it on the Island; the people opposed it with
the utmost violence ; they tore up the track and burned its
bridges; and yet the road went on by force of right and might,
until its completion, as it penetrated into the woods and wilder-
ness of Suffolk County., Then camse the conflict of fire and de-
struction ; the people refused to do anything to protect those
woodlands from fire, and the railroad company could not, and

" destruction and desolation of those woodlands were swift by fire -

and the axe.

" The woods were set on fire, and burned with grest fury every
spring aund fall. One of those fires, in 1848, burned for two
weeks night and day; “a pillar of fire by night, a cloud of smoke
by day.” It burned over seventy-five square miles ; it broke
out in the woods, about a mile south of the railroad, a little to
the east of Connetquot River, or Liff Snedicor’s Brook, and it
run fifteen miles east and five miles wide, extending, in some
places, to the water's edge of the Great South Bay. Buildings
were often burned by these fires, 83 they have been during the
past year. Great difficulty was experienced inkeeping the villages
from being burned up. After the opening of the railroad, those
woodlands were made common plander ground by cordwood
men and charcoal burners, and the wood and timbers destroyed
in the most wanton and wasteful manner. The revenue or chief
freight business of the railroad for years was in carrying off what
could be got off the land. Charcoal burners bought the wood,
or large tracts, at & mere nominal price, and turned an army of
men into their coal bush, and whole trees of the large pines were
brought to Brooklyn and driven in as spiles all along the shore
and docks of Brooklyn.

James B. Cooper, Esq., a prominent citizen of Babylon, L. L.,
says the damages by fire in the woodlands of Suffolk County, in
the past forty years, are three millions of dollars.

On my return from my first visit to the wilderness on the

" plains, I asked what was the reason that those lands were not

From that time I took a great interest
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cultivated, and every man that I saw or met in Smithtown re-
plied that the land was worthless ; that nothing would grow on
it.

I said it was covered with trees, and apy land that will pro-
duce a large growth of trees has an element in the soil that will,
with a little variation, produce a hill of corn or a blade of wheat.
I asked if it had ever beentried ? No; they said it was not worth
trying. Now, all this did not satisfy me, nor remove the impres.
sion that was so firmly fixed upon my mind from what I had
seen. I did not believe it possible that I could be mistaken; for
my knowledge of lands and soil was so full and complete by prac-
tical experience in my boyhood and youth (for T had had the
most thorough, practical farming *‘eddication” ever a youth
hadj, I did not believe I was or could be mistaken. I determined
to make inquisition as a matter of truth and general knowledge;
to examine the geology, soil and natural productions, for these
are what indicate a country suitable for civilization and use. In
the summers of 1841, '42, and 43, I examined more than fift
square miles of the plains with spade in hand, all the way from
Farmingdale to Ronkonkama Lake, and also the lands from
East New York to and around Jamaica, that I might compare the
old settled laud with the new. I had then no intention or
thought of purchasing or buying an acre of the woods, and my

- first purchase at Suffolk Station was made at the earnest réquest
~ of Mr. Fiske; the president of the raiiroad.
I felt and believed that thesé vast woodlands dould and ought
to be settled and cultivated, as a great public good, and as a
gpecial benefit to the Long Island Railroad, to give it business.
Mr. Fiske, who was in full accord with me, unfortunately lost
his health and left the railroad, and soon after died. The
railroad was made through the Island by him and his great en-
ergy. i
Subsequently, at the request of the president and directors of
the railroad, I undertook the Lerculean task to bring into use,
and before the public, these lands for settlement—and by an
agreement in writing, a bargain with the officers, president and
directors of the road, defining what they shounld do and what 1
should do. By this contract the company agreed to do all the
carrying trade and freight for the settlement, free of cost
or charge ; all freight, lumber and building material, manure
and fertilizers, and all products were to be earried free, for one
year, to each and every settier, and the head of the family to
have a free pass to and from the city for two years, This was to
encourage nnd promote dettlement, and tliess privileges were to
be given to every actual settler, during the setilement of the ten
thousand acres, The settlement was to be an agricultural, or
farming, and garden settlement: no village lots were offered, ‘

| = T purchnsed ten thousand acres of land of the Nicoll Patent

.

(adjoining Ronkonkama Lake, and extending south more than
four miles, ab from five to thirty dollars per ncre), of William I,

Ludlow, and his wife Frances Louiss Nicoll, six thousand nine -

ﬁundrefl and fifty ascres, in one tract, adjoining the railroad, at
five dollars an acre ; two hundred acres morth of the railroad
and extending to the lake, thLirty dollars per acre; one hundred
acres next to this, twenty dollars an acre; and a thousand acres
next this, extending to the lake, at ten®dollars an acre; and of
William Nicoll, two thousand acres at five dollars an acre.

All these greal tracts of land were purciased on a cash
basis, cash and mortgage (the Death (Grip' or) Gage), bearing six
per cent, interest. There was no tradeor sham aboutit. It was
the largest price ever given for those lands. This tract was
selected as being the most advantageous and beautiful tract for
settlement, of good and excellent soil.

The situation and soil of the land were good in every particu-
lar for the settlement. I proposed to call it Lakeland, and
Governer King, of Jamaica, approved of it, for he said it was
“The Land of the Lake.” The lake was not in sight of the rail-
road; the station there was first called Lakeroad Station. Gov.
John A. Xing was my friend, and rendered important assistance;

he obtained the establishment of a post-office there, and my ap-
pointment as postmaster; and he took great interest in my
work for the scttlemens$ of the lands. I proceeded to erect
buildings and to cultivate the Jand ; I opened roads, laid out
and opened Ocean avenue—one hundred feet wide from the
lake for three miles south—cleared the lands by the plough
(withiout previous grubbing); obtained the best plough, made
by Ruggles, Nourse & Mason, of Worcester, Mass,, made with a

locked cutter, and purchased three yoke of oxen, and ploughed

the ground, laid out a beautiful garden by a gardener from
Brooklyn, and raised the finest crops of wheat and corn and
garden products ever seen on the Island. My crop of Austral-
ian wheat was the admiration of every one that saw it. .
"The Boston Cultivator of June 20th, 1850, gave this account of
the place: : ' -

LAKELAND A8 IT was IN 1850.

We call the attention of our readers and the public at large
to the following record and evidenceof the successful cultivation,
mote than thirty years ago, of the new and negleoted lands of
Leng Island. -

The work of settlement and culture of the lands was broken
up by the unfortunate failfire of the Long Island Railroad in
1851, by notling else, and from no other canuse, for the railroad
then passed into the hands of men who were bitterly opposed
and hostile to the lands.

We publish an account of a visit to Lakeland, from the Sugfolke

Union, Riverhead, Suffolk County, Long Island, made by a purty
of gentlemen from Brooklyn, New York and other places, showing
that the settlement was then considered as prosperois and suceess-
ful. The settlement and ¢ulture of thelands in that vicinity were
then regarded as a complete success, and had the place fallen
into honest hands after Dr. Peck left it, there would have been
no trouble or dificulty whatever in making it one of the pleas-
antest inland places on the island, for everything at Lakeland
was then in a prosperous condition; the buildings and fences
were new, complete, and in good order; thegardenand grounds
under good culture, and everything had been done by Dr. Peck
to make the settlement and cultivation of the then hitherto
“Barrens of Long Island” successful. His titles were all good,
precisely what they ware represented to be, as may be seen by
the records of the County Clerk's office at that time,

We subjoin from the New-Yorker an account of the visit to -
Lakeland, whicli is not left to  speak for itself,”. being backed -

by a host of such witnesses as are absolutely not to be found
agnin, as one might say. In justice to them, and particularly to
Dr. Peck, whose exertions would at length appear to have been
crowred with success the most perfect, we publish the following
acesunt of an exoursion to Ronkonkoma Lake and. t¢ Lakeland,
ofi the Lonyg Island Railroad o

‘«Moses Maynard, Esq., of the Long Island Railroad Co., with
& party of gentlemen from New York and Brooklyn, took a trip
on Thursduy over the Long lsland Railroad to the new village
of Lakeland, and to Ronkonkoms Lake. The object was to
examine the road, to view the famous Lake Ronkonkoma and
the surrounding country, and also to see what progress had been

made in the settlement and cultivation of the wild or new lands
of the Island, through the midst of which the Long Island Railroad

runs. The Aday was extremely fine, and nothing could exceed
the rich and luxuriant fields of grain and g}gg-:u to be seen on
each side of the road through the counties of Kings and Queens.
Arrived at Lakeland depot, the party examined the buildings
and gardens at this place, where are now to be seen growing in
great perfection wheat and rye, garden vegetables, and fruits
and Howers of great varicty. This 1s a new settlement in the very
midst of the great wilderness of the Island, a region hitherto
regarded by the Island people and others on their authority as
wholly unfit for cultivation'; but the crops now growing at that
place are equal to any others on the Island, and exhbit the
most incontestable evidence of the powers of these lands to pro-
duce. Indeed, nothing can be more completely successful than
have been the efforts of Dr. Peck to cultivate these Island lands,

as may now be so fully seen at Lakeland, where a fow yearasince -

all was wild and desolate. :

The party were highly surprised and gratified at the great
change made there by the hand of improvement ; all admitted
that the evidence of the fertility in the soil was complete, and

that there can be no doubt of the entire practicability of easily and -
‘profitably cultivating all those lands on the borders of the Long

Island Railroad, and in this subject the directors and stqckhold-
ers of the Long Island Raitroad Company have a deep interest,
for the settlement and population of these lands on the im-
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the road.

From Lakeland the party proceeded, some on footf, through
- the woods and fields, and some in carriages, to the famous Ron-
konkoma, of the Indian name and memory, one of the most
beautifnl sheets of water that can be found anywhere. It was
. the ungnimous opinion of the whole party that they had never
seen any lake or sheet of water of its size more perfectly beauti-
ful. It/is a sort of miniature sea or ocenn, being about three
miles ipn ecircuit, with a clear and pearly beach or shore, two or
three rdds wide, formed of pure white silicious sand, inlaid with
. beautityl white' and variegated pebbles, the waters over which
glittered and sparkled like the fish-pools of Heshbon. The
shores snd bottom are perfectly solid and hard. There isneither
“rock or|quicksand or miry places, no sudden deep places into
which ? child at play in its tiny waves could by any possibility
fall, but a gradusl deepening of the water from the shore to the
center, J;which is about 80 feet deep. The land around the shore
of the Konkonkoma is beautifully diversified, and much of it
elevated and bold, and the cultivated farms and orchards give
to the whole scene a most delightful and pleasing effect. The
pure fragrant air that blows around the lake, and the cool and
- delicious shades offered by the large and beautiful trees
that fringe its borders and line the surrounding fields, render
it a most delightful resort for summer. Returning to the hotel
-at Lakdland, a bountiful dinner was prepared in time to take
the cm’lfon the return train to Brooklyn, where they arrived at

'm'edia:F line of this road will add greatly to the business of

5 o'clock ». M.

Among the part]g were Moses Maynard, Esq., of the Long
Island R. R. Co.; Elihu Townsend, ¥sq., Dr. Brewer, R. L.
Allen, Hon. Henry Meigs, of the American Institu‘e; Geo. S.
Riggs, ¥sq., of Baltimore; D. J. Brown, Messrs. Saxton and
Blanchalrd, 8. Holmes, Esq., and others, directors and stock-
holders of the L. L. R. R.; Alden J Spooner, Esq., Rollin Sand-
ford, Esg., G A. Brett, Esq., Dr. E. F. Peck, and James B. Staf-
fOl‘d, Esqg.

All expressed their highest gratification at the evidence of im-
provemént which they saw at Lakeland and its vicinity, and
were uninimous in the opinion that the sucécessful cultivation of
these new lands, on the borders of the railroad, will result in
great benefit to the road as well as to the Island, and, from all
they sa G}éwere of opinion that the prospects of the Long Island

Railroad for a good and profitable business were never better
than at present, and that a more desirable and pleasant retreat
for sumrper residence cannot be found within fifty miles of
New York, in ahy direction, than in the vicinity of Ronken-
koma.” | ,

N, B.-—The dbove described visit was made the year before the
Long Islgnd Railroad Company failed, in 1851,

president -0f the -railroad compary. I there, in_ 1845,
lough, and tarned the first furrow ever PIGUEREd O Whe
"plains; 1 raised wheat dnd cory”there oh the .despised thnds,
with complete success. & i

The settlement was complete and prospercus ; sales of land
were making, and men of means and reputation were purehags
ing and preparing to ssttle there, I advertised the lands ex-
Mnuively»'{'m this country and in Hurope, ss “farming and

Fiske,
“héld

2

gatdén lands,” in Boston, in New York, Albany, and in
Rocheater, in the London Times, and in the Mark Lane Express,
and in Holland ; and people came in great numbers to view it.
At this juncture, in 1851, the Long Island Railroad Company
"failed, suddenly and unexpectedly; the failure came not only

with moax;ydiaaatrous and ruinous effect upon the railroad, bub

“4poh everything connected with it, It stopped all my work
entirely; | men who had purchased of mé, and agreed to pur-
‘chase, abandoned their purchase and left the place, for it was
ramored (Fnd belfeved that the railroad was to be abandoned
"and the rails taken up. The fate of the Catskill and Canajo-
hatie Bs;rrond was held up as the fate of the Long Island
- Railroad
the xails,

the Jatakill and Oanajoharie Railrond was torn up, and
rthat cost $100,000, were sold ns old iron for $4,000

: Emimriers wers gent out all along the railroad, who reported that
“the rails were to be taken up and the road abandoned. A suit
was brought against the railroad, and judgment entered, and it
“was put into the hands of a receiver, Moses Maynard, who was

)

J

road was advertised to be sold at public auction—¢all the right,
title, and interest of the Long Island Railroad, franchises, real
estate, rolling stock of every kind.’f Under this state of ruin
the stock of the company fell as low as seven dollars a share.
The plaintiff in this case was the Brooklyn and Jamaica Railroad
Company, that owned twelve miles of railroad between Brook-
Iyn and Jamaica., The Long Island Railroad owned eighty-three
miles ; both companies had distinct organizations ; the Brooklyn
and Jamaicaroad was made first, and the Long Island Railroad
Company foolishly leased for forty years, at a yearly rent of
$31,500 a year, in monthly papyments. Whilst this state of con-
fusion and ruin was going on, the stock of the railroad was being
bought up from seven to ten dollars a share. I was in daily
- attendance in Maynard’s office, and saw and heard all that
passed. In comes a stockholder: ¢ Well, Alderman, is the
road tobe sold, and what will it bring?” «Oh, yes, it is to be
sold, and it will probably bring enough to pay some of the im-
mediate debts; it may bring twenty-five per cent. of the
cost of the railroad—two millions.” ¢Then it is a pretty
poor lookout for the stockholders?” ¢ Yes.” <X have a little
stock, and can get a little something for it.” ¢ How much have
you?’ <“Ihave ten shares,” *‘How much can you getfor it?”
“Ten dollars a share.” ¢ Then you had better sell it.,” Sothe
stockholder, whose money had built the railroad, goes out and
sells his stock. This is literally a true statement of what I saw
repeatedly; for I was anxiously waiting to know what my fate
would be, since they had repudiated the written agreement
made by the company with me, and on which depended the
value of my property of more than sixty thousand dollars
($60,000). .
After these parties had obtained a majority of the stock suffi-
cient to control the road, they withdrew all proceedings
against it, and reinstated it; made William .E. Morris, of Phila-
delphia, president, and turned Maynard out. Then a great flour~
ish of trumpets was made over the resurrection of the Long Island
_ Railroad, and great things were promised, and the stock, that had
been trampled on and hawked at ten dollars a share, increased
marvellousty. I then made every effort to have my contracts
with the road completed, but this they positively refused. I
felt wearied and discouraged, and sold the entire property. In
this I made o mistake; I could and ought to bave held it, but I
thoughtThad done enough. Isold the property to Charles Wood

1 and his associates, of New York. Mr. Wood was recomimended

"as g fair and honest man by Moses Y. Beach, Alfred Beach,
and Moses 8. Beach, owiiers and editors of the New York Sun,
and they sustained and aided him very greatly. I sold mostly
on oredit, and I continued to do all I could t6 promote the set..
tlement of the lands, and have done 2o to the present day. Mr.
Wood went on to sell and improve, but ultimately got into diffi.
oulty and failed.. He was victimized by others, and Lakeland
never recoverad from the failure, and is now blotted out; while
it is called Ronkonkoma Depot, by an act of gross injustice to
ne, and to the settlement, the -pioneer settlement, in the wil-.
derness. T ¢ A

I have done with my journey in the wilderness, though I am
not out of it. I propode to introduce some of my witnesses.
I wrote to B. F. Tuompson, of Hempstead, the suthor of the
History of Long Islund, and quoted his strange libel upon the
Innds enstward of Hempstead Plains (at page 29, vol, 1st), and
asked him to tell me upon what that passage was Younded? if
any attempt had ever been made to cultivate the lands? if so,
by whom, when, and where? and wherein the goil differed from
the soils in other parts of the Island? if the soil had ever been
chemically examined? He answered that when he wrote that
passage it was ‘‘the generally received opinion” on the Island
that the soil could not be cultivated; that he knew no facts,
and encouraged me to go on, and kindly offered to aid,and became
my friend aslong as he lived. I wrote tothe Rev. Mr. Prime,

L4

the treasurer of the Long Island Railroad Company, and the

author of another Ilistory of Lony Island, and sent him a copy
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of my letter to Mr. Thompson (see Prime’s description of the
lands, where he says, ‘““About forty miles from the west end
{this is where Brentwood now stands] the sand approaches to
flaidity in fineness [1or there 18 no so1ll.”) Mr. Prime wrote me
a letter of four pages of special pleading to’ show that he was -
© right, and I was wrong. I have both of these letters yet.

Now, I am satisfied that all the miserable drivel about and
against these lands, which have been published in the past forty
years in every history, book or gazette, originated from Prrve
and Tmomesox, and from nobody else (for there is not a word
found in all the previous history of the Island of any barren
lands); and that monstrous wrodg was inflicted upon Long
Island by these histories. I have never met with a mhn on
the Island who knew the first thing about the land or soil, no
matter how much he said against it. Gross-exa.mine him, and
he utterly failed. "

Now let us hear what men of great intelligence, learning, and
ability, men learned in agriculture and soils, who personally went

"on to the lands with spade and ink-horn to record the result.
In 1847 a party of 170 of the most distinguished men in the city
and State went expressly to examine the soil as to its fitness for
culture. This was on the 22d of July, 1847. The party spent
two days there. Among them were the Hon. Messrs. Ogden
Edwards, John Lawrence, Professor Renwick, of Columbia Col-
lege of New York, Hon. Henry Meigs, T. B. Wakeman, Gen.
Chandler, of the American Institute, &¢. Every one of thess
pronounced the soil to be good and perfect. Dr. Underhill,
of Croton Vineyard, declired it was in every way suited to
grape culture. They made an extended report in favor of these
lands of more than twenty-four pages: see Zransactions of the
American Institute, vol. for the year 1847, page 678 ; also The New
York Stale Agricultural Society Transactions, published 1859 ; also
the address of Gov.John A. Dix, delivered at Saratoga before
the State Fair at Saratoga Springs ; also (in the same vol., 1859),
. an exhaustive report on thie Lands of Long Island, of 40 pages,
by Winslow C. Watson, of Port Kent, of Essex County, N. Y.
Mr. Watsou is the State geologist for thie northern counties of the
" Btate, and is one of the most able and learned agriculturists of
the State. He came to Long Island twice, and made careful ex-
amination of the lands. This kind of evidence can be multiplied
to any extent, and no acre of the ground has failed to produce.
See the Suffolk County Almshouse farm, at Yaphenk, on the
- plains, where they cut Iast yéar two hundred tons ol the finest

hay from 45 neres. Ses, also, the splendid stock farmi of the

Hon, Augg_siliélmon,t, of 1,000 acres, two miles north of Baby.
lon, L. 1. 1 propose, in conclusion, to give the figures of uneul.
tivated lands in Suffolk County, which is ome hundred and ten
miles long by about ten miles wide, containing 640,000 acres.
These figurss are from the United States census for 1845, and if
these lands were there then they are thers now, for ne thousands
of acres of thess lands, a8 I bave heard of, have been since culti-
vated.

The town of Huntington, 50,968 acres uncultivated. Hunb-
ington has lately been divided, and the town of Babylon sét off.
Islip, 63,984 acres uncultivated; Smithtown, 47,960 acres un-
cultivated; Brookhaven, 117,360 acres uncultivated; Riverhead,
25,000 acres uncultivated; Southold, 29,000 acres uncultivated;
8helter Island, 6,000 acres uncultivated; Southampton, 68,395
acres uncultivated; Easthampton, 52,672 acres uncultivated,
making 447,953 acres of uncultivated lands in Suffolk County.
There ars in Queens County 90,000 acres of uncultivated lands.
-These figures include only good arable land, no marshy land.

I purchased in 1848, of F. M. A. Wicks, four hundred acres, at

w0 JOlIATS alld Seveniy-ive Cents al fKcre, without the wood,
which he retained, and this is the land on which the village of
Brentwood now stands. As I did not intend to keep this land,
or any part of 1t, 1 did nottakethe ¢ deed for it,” as I purchased
_it forthe express purpose of getting it into the hands of those who
would improve it; and I employed my friend, the late Samuel

entwood upon it, My iriends think, and say, if 1 had not pur-- , | {".
[ chased the land and put it into the market, at great trouble and. +
considerable cost, it would have remained unsettled to the pres. - .

Fleet, then the editor of the New York Artisan (not the paper by
that name now), and he negotiated: the sale of it to Nathan G :
Stephens, Christopher Wray, Uel West, J. Agate, and others ; ;
and it was conveyed, on my order, under my contract with Mr. /
Wicks, to these parties. Most of these purchasers intended ‘to
improve the land, but were preverted by the stories f-hat it was ;;'
worthless and unfit for culture.
Mr. Fleet, who was a worthy and intelligent man, had full con-
fidence and full faith in the productive quality of the land, and v
he rendered important and valuable aid in bringing it beforathe -
public ; and after these first purcbasers had abandoned the idea -
of improving the land, Mr. Fleet sold it to Stephen Pearl An- |
r;ews, of New York, who laid out and made the settlement of

ent time, and no Brentwood there; for all the surrounding.
region that I did not put into the market isyeta wildernass—-for
they know of nobody else who would have purchased it.

I bought and put into the market all the land_that Mr. ﬂm S
5old east of his house—the old ‘Thompsqn station. ;
mm :
twenty years ago ; he came from Massachusetts under my adver. * s
tisements in the Boston Cultivalor, came to my house in Brook- -
lyn, and I went with him to examine the lands; he did not buy-:
any land of me. ke

There are now ten new and prosperous villages and settle-. ="
ments, made in the past thirty years, along the line of the Long
Island Railroad, and on what was thirty years ago & wilderness, : - *
in & distance of thirty miles from Farmingdale to Yaphank,in. . .
cluding Farmingdale and Yaphank—viz: Farmingdale, Deer :. - °
Park, Brentwood, Central Islip, Lakeland, Holbrook, Waverly, .
Medford, Yaphank, Bohemiaville and Edenvale—the settlement -
of William J. Spence. i

Bohemiaville and Edenvale are not in sight of the milroad. ‘
but between the railroad and the old south side country read, -
not far north of Blue Point and Patchogue. Mr. Spence settled
there thirty years ago, in what was then the darkest patt of the
Island. Men went to him from the old settlements and warned
him off, lest he might become a town charge; hé cleared and
cultivated the land, has lived there thirty years, supported him- '
gelf and family from the land by farming, and has now a beauti-
ful farm:. Go and see his farm., Mr. Spence ig dead.
These neéw settloements have churches, schools, comfortable
homes, some splendid buildings, fields of wheat, corn,
clover, grass, and the finest fruit gardens and - fruit ox.
¢hatds that can be found on the Island, and all produced '
by ordinary culture, without extra cost or exira imeans;
and these ten villages and settlements, with their felds and ges.,
dens, over s space of thirty miles, settle the question of the pro.-
ductive quality of the land so long despised, and put to shame
its traducers and maligners, It is rather a curious and interest.
ing fact, that six of these new settlements, Brentwood, Ce
Islip, Lakeland, Holbrook, Bohemiaville and Edenvale, are on
the land brought into the market and sold by me—bought and
sold expressly for settlement and culture, and for no other pur.
poss—bought and sold, or rather given away, in most cages, for
less than the actual cost to me of titles and transfer.

I never purchased an acre of Jand on the Island for anything
that I expected to meke on the land by s re-sale of it, but X ex- .
pected and hoped to receive my reward by what I might be able
to retain when the settlements were made. I cest inmy lot with
the settlements and settlers, having full faith in the intrinsie

_value of the land and the country. It is the finest and most
productive garden land, with the best markets, the mosthealthy - -
and pleasant climate, in the Sta.te of New York.

October 14, 1879, : E. F. Pecx,

Mr. Slater’s ﬁmulldlngs at Central Isllp sre on land that I
bought of William Nicoll in 1848, E. F. Frex.
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TOWN OF ISLIP. : 205

Brentwood, first called Modern Times, is a village of about

two hundred inhabitants, lying mostly on the south side of

the Long Island railroad in the northiwest part of the town.
Tt occupies 8 beautiful level site, on a plain whose surface is
elevated near one hundred feet above the, level of tide water,
and is regularly laid out, with avenués crossing each other at
right angles. The village plat is as yet but partially built up,
A few handsome residences hive been erected here. The

settlement was commenced about twenty years ago, by a few
individuals who proposed to establish a social community on
some modification of the ¢‘free love” principle, the precise
details of which we do not understand. The scheme seems
to have been unsuccessful, and when its vaporous novelty
passed away most of its followers settled down to the com-
mon customs of civilized life. The village plat embraces
abo 6ne mile square. 'The present name was adopted by &
meetmg ‘of the mhabltants Sept. 17, 1864 Several nurseries

/

snd similar enterprises have been esta,bhshed ‘here, and for
these the village is noted to a greater extent than any other

i l,w

in the county. An Episcopal chapel, a branch from St.

Mark’s church at Islip, was built in the autumn of 1872, the
corner stone laid Sept. 12th. For about twelve years pre-
vious, the school house had been used for pubhc worship and
Sabbath school.

Thompson Station, the site of which was half a mile west
of here, was discontinued and the depot established at this
village in Deec., 1869. At that time the people donated land
and money amounting to $1,400 to the Railroad Company for
depot buildings, which have since veen used also for post-

office, telegraph office, and other railroad purposes.
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We may add that the people of this village are strict ad-
herents to temperance principles, and remarkably liberal in
their support of public improvements and educationsl

interests.

" North Islip, formerly called Suffolk Station, is a railroad

dép’ot and post-office, one and a half miles east of Brent-
wood, in the midst of the plain. This was formerly the
point of connection between stage and rail communication
for the village of Islip, four miles sonth. 1t is about to be
abandoned as a railroad depof, and a new one established at
Central Isli;ﬁ in its stead.

About one mile further east, and mostly on the north of
the railroad lies the village of Central Islip, another modern
settlement which during a few years past has made considera-
ble growth, It contains two churches, a store, school,
burying-ground, and about fifty houses. The inhabitants are
mostly settlers from abroad. An Episcopal chapel was built
here in 1869. In ministerial service it is connected with St.
Mark’s church at Islip. A Methodist Episcopal church is
centrally located, and was built in 1870 ; dedicated May 19,

1872.-

Lakeland is a railroad station, four and a half miles east of
Central Islip, and near the angle of Brookhaven town, The
settlement contains twenty-five houses, a store and post-office,
Manufactories of tobacco and segars, and pearl buttons, have

The soil of
the mneighborhood is good for farming and gardening, and
the surface level and beautiful, stretching back to the gentle
hills that border the romantic Lake Ronkonkoma about a
mile distant, on the north. This sottlement was commenced

1

(‘{peen established here within a few years past.

S e o
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’Postmaster. The name of the Post Office id to Brentwood

o - on January 17, 1870 when Frank E. Blacker was appointed Postmas-

- Deer Park Station

Prmr to 1842 the nearest railroad station to Bay Shore or
Mechanicsvﬂle, or Penataqult was at Deer Park and it wasg neces-
“sary to use horses and buggy or stage coach. When Thompson’s Sta-
“tion was established, Francis Wicks conducted his own line of stages
" to villages to the north and to the south,

~Isaac Thompson, the proprietor of Sagtikos Manor, used Thomp»

| son’s Station and a lane on the property was known as Thompson’s

| lane. My great grandfather Robert Weeks was the Overseer of Sagli-

"/ kos Manor in the 1840s. About 1848 Robert Weeks bought land from

~ . Tredwell 0. Smith at the corner of Fifth ave, and Howell rd, and

| with Richard 8mith hewed out all of the timber to construct the farm

. house that was torn down in 1951, Tredwell 0. Smith was one of the

| successful business men of Bay Shore, He was a man of vision and

.| ‘seeing the need for a general store, established the store on the corner

- | of Ocean ave. and Main st., for many years known as Smith & Brew-
'_,ster S .

I The store in later years was conducted by Harry M Brewster,

the son of Henry D. Brewster, Harry married Miss Anna Gibson,

,g‘,daughter of Samuel Gibson. Samuel B. Gibson conducted a livery

stable on Main st., where horses were boarded, bought, sold and ex-

f‘,,changed : :

Rall Servnce Here

o considerable actlvity in the commumty in the. year

,’1868 wheén the railroad was extended from Babylon to Bay Shore. An

- application by Charles White and others was presented to the Com-

~ | missioners of Highways, in April of that year to lay out a three rod

| wide public highway, commencing at the South Country road and

- near the store of Tredwell O. Smith and running to the South Bay.

" This street was known as Ocean ave, and passed through property

. of Tredwell O, Smith, Julia A. Penny, John B. Pullis, John Rodger,

' Fzra F. Smith, Charles White and Smith Brower. The Highway

-~ Commissioners signing the order were William H; Pullis and Walter
o Homan

Open New Roads

LS  The meetmg was held at the house of Felix Dommy on the 6th
g5 day of Apnl 1868
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design. The dwellings designed by Horace .
Gifford  are rec_ognizable by their pin--

wheel configurations and wooden cylin-
" drical shapes. Andrew Geller's designs,

also fresh.and inventive, make use of more -

familiar profnles.
A short walk east along the beach leads

. to Paint O’ ‘Woods, an exclusive commu-

nity which originated in the late' nine-
teenth century as a Chautauqua assembly.
Large late-Victorian ~shingled - houses,
wold-fashioned” in. appedrance but in

~ reality—with - their ample porches and
broken'silhouettes—close relatives of the
contemporary idiom, elbow each other on
the now-eroding sand dunes.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church (Main
St. [Rte. 27A}, Islip). William Kissam
Vanderbilt, Sr., was the benefactor of this
Stick-style church, designed in 1878-80
by Richard Morris Hunt, one of the
family's favorite architects. Hunt's eclectic
approach dictated the use of a variety of
decorative devices—exposed framing, ex-
travagant carvings, shingles, and varied
surfaces—which were combined  with
sure skill. The sophlsucauon of this coun-
ry church is an agreeable contrast to the

vernacular styling of the Shingle-style

Methodist Church and the ltalianate Pres-
byterian Church just a short distance west
© on Main St.

 Brentwood

According to an.observer of social mores
in this community, “The arrangements of

: marriage were, of course, left entirely to

the men and women themselves. They
could be married formally. or otherwise,
live in the same or separate houses, and

have - their relationship” known -or un--

known to the rest of the village. . .; It was
not considered polite to inquire” who
might be the father of a new-born child, or
‘who the husband or wife of any individual
might be.” The time: 1850. The commu-
nity: Modern Times, founded by Josiah
Warren, a reformer and anarchist. The
utopian Modern Times lasted about ten
years; in its place grew the more conven-
tional community of Brentwood. _

A few architectural - survivals remain
from the earlier era. Among them are the
grid plan; Christ Church (Third Ave.), a
tiny board-and-batten church - with a
steeply pitched roof and vigorous decora-
tion: and Christ Church Rectory (1769
Brentwood Rd.,-off Third Ave.), a simple
two-story, octagonal structure with a
pitched roof. Across the ‘street from the
rectory ‘is. the: News and Sentinel Com-
pany, with mid:-nineteenth-century car-
penter trim on its central gable and dor-
mers,

Bayard Cutting |
Arboretum

Montauk Highway (Rte 27A)

Great River

*OPEN: Wed -Sun., holidavs.
10am-530pm:

PHONE. 1318 011002

Wolliare Bavant Cameg 3 'séw e

Mensions, Mills end Main Street

Mill, South Side Sportsmen’s Club

tive, began to develop 690 acres of wood-

" land. next to the Connetquot River in
1887, along the lines of the plan laid out

for him by Frederick Law Olmsted. He
hired ' architect Charles Haight, who
specialized in city clubs and offices for the
very rich, to design a suitable mansion for
the lavishly landscaped setting. West-
brook is impressive, a freely massed
Shingle-style structure with Tudor detail-
ing.

Today the property belongs to the Long
Island State Park Commission. Westbrook
has refreshment facilities, and the grounds
have been'developed as five rature walks.

South Side Sportsmen’s Club (Sunvise
Highway, Connetquot State: Park, Oak-

~ dale). Connetquot State Park now oc-
cupies the site of the  South - Side™

Sportsmen’s Club, founded in 1863 But
the spot was a favorite ore for hunters ane

fishermen as early as 1536 when New
York City SMavoe Philip Hone tecardes! in S
Pes deany that " we went S-S redtec s afer
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( chocken Books)

Rifkind & Levine, 1975

.- much-added-to- building. Dwersestrur

tures from ~other periods remaini
masculine, utilitarian masses with weat: "

“ered ‘shingled sutfaces. The earfiest ;
3 -a mill that was old even in Hone's tim.
" The mill, which used three primitive tt -
“wheels;  is currently being restored i ,

the New-York Siate Division for Hosto€
Preservahon

Dowling College (Montauk Highw *
[Rte. 27A] and Idiehour Bivd., Oakdal:
Idlehour, the country estate of Wn!ha '
Kissam . Vanderbilt, 'Sr., was des:gn
about 1900 by architect Richard Hawla:
Hunt. Though intended as a simple cou
try retreat, the lavish. brick-and-limesto
mansion_had flamboyantly curved gahl
and a grandiose palm court. The expé
sive plan was determined by the necess
to separate bachelor guests from marri
couples. Elaborate as it was, idlehour w
more modest than many such estates. T
quality of a home was the goal; ard, t -
Architectural ‘Record - pronounced, “LC
spite the money spent on it, this is what
is.”" : L
‘Until a recent fire, the mansion w
used by Dowling College for classroot
and administration, and it will be restore
The powerhouse is now used as a pe -




