BUILDING-STRUCTUKE INVENTORY FORM
UNIQUE SITE No, 193U5_000/91

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION : QUAD
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION SERIES
ALBANY,NEW YORK (518) 474.0479 | NEG. NO.
" YOUR NAME: Town of Islip/SPLIA ‘DATE:.___March 1990
S “Town Hall, 655 Main St.-/ RSN R R
= YOUR ADDRESS: 111D, "L.TI: N.Y.11751 1EjEpHONE:._ 516:224.5450
ORGANIZATION (ifan'y):- Dept. of Planning, Housing, and Development
IDENTIFICATION _ ' T T e ST
1. BUILDING NAME(%): Normandie Inn (formerly Chateau LaBoheme)
2 COUNTY._  SUffolK ™ rown/ciTy: _LSIiP VILLAGE: _Bohemia
3. STREET LOCATION: North juncture of Smithtown & Lakeland Aves.
4. OWNERSHIP:  a. public. L] b private &
5. PRESENT OWNER: _ Richard Frieda ADDRESS:
6. USE: Original: Present: restaurant
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC:  Exterior visible from public road: Yes K No U

SR Interior accessible: Explain BY app't
. DESCRIPTION N ~ e .
8. BUILDING a. clapboard [ b.stone 1 ¢ brick (J . d. board and batten [

MATERIAL: e cobblestone [ f. shingles (] g. stucco &1 other:_half timber
9. STRUCTURAL a. wood frame with interlocking joints [J
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members (3
(if known) ¢. masonry load bearing walls (J
' d. metal (explain), : oy
e. other ' ' '

10. CONDITION: 4. excellent (1 b. good [X ¢. fair J d. deteriorated (]
11, INTEGRITY:  a. original site (X b. moved [J  if so,when?
T ¢. list major alterations and dates (if known):

12. PHOTO: . Neg. KK XIX-11, fm. S - 13, MAp: NYS DOT Patchogue Quad

A o A


plan23
Typewritten Text
10305_000791


. zbning ;
detenoratlon O

| fi4j., THREATS TO BUILDING

lS ; ‘RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY/,
o iy 1 s borcarr;

S T e g 7par

6 SURROUNDING§ OF THB BUILDING (qh
e S open land: . Wi

o scattered bulldmg o

g mdustnal e

dfwhomﬂ f ssroads locatlon

‘ora‘e/offlce blngs. (low rlse)

17, 71NT1~ RRELATIONSHlP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
F f” (lndlcate 1f buxldmg or: struct ele in an hist ct)

 The NOrmandle Tnn is located 4t ‘the ¢
~ Avenues on a trlangular parcelr The bulld1ng is surrounded by a‘mix of
residential, conmerc: ial, and re ntl 1structed low rlse offlce complexes

nght 1ndustry Vel M venue.
- OTHER NOTABLE EATURE  OF BUILDING ‘AN TE (mcludmg mterlor features if known)

“The. Normandle Inn. 1s a. large, 2/ stor:
W1th ‘half timber deta1llng and a slat
- roof on the- north, a ‘smal;: /cpyramlda

* window that fills the gable peak d
Gothlc poi ed arch and round arch

- siguiFicancg - Well face dormers g
Eer) DATE OF lNlT]AL ONS RUCTION: CRi

: egularly shaped, stucco bu1ld1ng
oof. A three ‘story tower . with a hip
}tower on the west, and an orie
ish the bulldlng Windows include
“nts featured throughout the bulldlng
ast. :

e

1913 1929

‘~f¢Hoberg;‘

ARCHITECT; ,

vo HISTOR‘ AL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMP
This bulld1ng W1th 1ts castle'llke towers and turrets is a unlque landmark,-
- with a strong v1sual 1mpact It was: bullt by . Winnie Benedict a great—grandson

- of John Varra, one of%the founders‘of“Bohemla. It was: des1gned to- resemple,‘;

~the castles ‘that, are prc" ze hoslovakla.e“

‘It is reported that“there Was a 01g'ﬁ factory on this site at the turn of the -

century and. “that: 1t“wa"detsroyed by fire. After the fire the site was acquired
‘D1v1s bullt ‘the present bulldlng.

by Mr. Divis, who wa‘;reportedly‘a Czech baror
The Nor— >Q'

;mandie Inn has been under the present management since 1973..

'2 SOURCES L o S
E. Belcher Hyde. Atlas of the Ocean~S or
Sectlon), 1915, - : e

' Interview, Fay Pagels (589 5718),f

o JEntérhMéw,‘Wlnnle Grace, July 199(

: Isllp. The First , i

Research by Soc1ety f




Igslip:

Landmark Calendar, 1983.

The First 300 Years

Photo: Madeleine Bumnside

- has two stones 4 thé T'udorf- :

(This 'Pagéj g

runners from Motitauk duting -~

(Above}
Oakdale .
The East Gatehouse One of
two gatehouses that are partof -
the 900 acre estate; Idle Holtr,
formetly owned by William
K. Vanderbilti "This tottage °

Bohemia .
The Normandie Inﬁ

Completed between 1913 and

1920, the inn was desigtied by
Hoberg and built by Winnie
Benedick for Mt Divis, the
original propri€ter: The in
was ‘a way-poifit for tum-

Prohlbmon arid was a popu]ar
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Continuation Sheet
Normandie Inn
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Neg. KK XIX-9, fm NW, view of TLakeland Avenue facace.

NE, view of Smithtown Avenue facade.
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Normandie Inn

Normandie Jun

The Normandie Inn is situated where the oldest
building in Bohemia once stood. This Kistoric
building was erected in the late 1800’s. The
restaurant as it now stands was completed circa
1913 - 1929 by Winnie Benedict for A.B. Divis, its firat

roprietor. Used as a house at first, it has now
een a restaurant for over b0 years.

Local legend and documented history has it that at
one time the building provided a way point for rum
runners on the old Montauk to New Yorkrun. It was a
place for celebrities from New York City, Chicago and
Los Angeles to drink during prohibition and dine in
the finest baroque tradition of the late twenties and
early thirties.

Special reservations are required for group luncheons
and business meetings. If time for lunch is all too

short, an order placed in advance by telephone will

have your food ready when you arrive. Call 589-9898

Reprint of Normandie Inn menu, 1990.
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