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“'Henry Baldw1n Hyde (1834 1899), WhO; u1lt thlS magnlflcent estate in
1879, organized the’ ‘Equitable- Life Insurance Soc1ety in 1859 and was
'{pres1dent from 1874 to 1899. This was considered one of the most
;_‘pretentlous country estates on the South Shore of Long Island. Most
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20 - (continued):

train to carriage in approaching his house. The fact that Hyde engaged
a most prominent architect, Calvert Vaux, to design his estate is not
surprising.

After H.B. Hyde's death in 1899 the property, which consisted of 350 acres,
was owned by his son James H. Hyde, a most picturesque figure.

"The Oaks" was in the region that contained the homes of many of New York's
oldest families, a few minutes drive from the Bay Shore railroad station.
The South Country Road was used by all the estate owners to drive out

from New York on weekends in their fabulous Tally-Ho rigs.

The property retains its historic and cultural significance in spite of
alterations because so many original details remain and the Stick-Style
cottage which is an important survivor. This is one of the very few Stick
Style structures that is known to be still standing on Long Island.

In 1988 the Equitable Financial Companies celebrated the memory of their
founder, Henry B. Hyde, with in-depth research about this estate. Also a
1980 book about The New York Times notes that Mr. Hyde was an important

figure in the early days of financing The New York Times.

18 - (continued): refer to photographs

Neg. KK VI-13, cottage. No. 1

1% story, steep clipped-gable stick-style cottage on a fieldstone foundation
with panelled wall surfaces of clapboard. The wide roof overhang is supported
by large timber brackets. The gable peak of the pedimented projecting wing
features much Gothic Revival detail and is supported by curved brackets.

Neg. KK VI-9, cottage. No. 2
1% story, low gambrel roof building with intersecting gable and clipped gable
roof elements.
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Types of Homes at Bayshore

Ruther, F. Long Island Today, 1909.
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Neg. KK VI-8, fm. N. View of house from N., toward South Country Rd.
Note original gables and dormers on far facade.
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Neg. KK VI-7, fm. SW. Detail of gable peak,

brackets, and dormer.

Neg. KK VI-5, fm. W.
Detail of entrance porch,
note original vergeboard,
finial, and half timbering.
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. Cottage No. 1
| Note Gothic
g8 detail in

! gable peak.

) b3 ¥ 5.

Neg. KK VI-13, fm. NW.

Ny,

Stick-Style cottage located east of the golf

course. The east facade of this cottage has been given modern cladding

a

Cottage No. 1

Neg. KK VI-12, fm. W.
Stick-Style Cottage.
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Cottage No. 2

Neg. KK VI-9, fm. SE, cottage located NE of main house.

Main club house,
south facade.

Neg. KK VI-21, fm. S. Circular element shown in 1923 Town and Country
photograph and view of club house from the south with modern facade.
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Neg. KK VI-10, fm. W.
Windmill base located
NE of club house.

i

S
——
e
-

e

o
o0t
Ly,

o H

Neg. KK VI-11, fm. W.
Tree alley extending
east from club house.
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View from south
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