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18 ~ (continued)

The farm group, which is at the rear of the property,
consists of a quadrangle with a picket fence on the
south and a cottage and stable on the north. A
miniature windmill stands in the center of the group.
For other such farm groups see the Sharpe/Riggio
form BS 9 and the J. Adolph Mollenhauer form BS 19A.

Neg. KK VI-24 fm. S. Overview of farm group.
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Main house,
rear wing.

Neg. KK VI-26 fm. NE. The present kitchen wing, according to the
present owner, Johnson, was a school house moved to the property

and attached to the house. It had a glass pane inscribed "1888!
thet-hasbeen-broken. '

Neg. KK Vi=23, fm. NE. Picket fence, south portion of farm group quadrangle.
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Neg. KK VI-21,

fm. S/SE. West part of quadrangle.
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Portrait of Islip’'s ancestor

A Portrait For The Town

Margaret Galbreath recently gave an
oil painting of her great, great-
grandfather, Obediah Snedecor, to the
Town of Islip. The presentation was ap-
propriately made at the Connetguot State
Park clubhouse which was formerly the
South Side Sportsmen’s Club. It was
known as Snedecor’s or the Connetquot
House when the club took over the
nucleus of the later 3,200-acre preserve.
It was a favorite resort for New York and
Brooklyn sports fishermen and had been
operated by Eliphalet, father of Obediah,
from around 1820 until his death.

When the sportsmen’s club acquired
the place Obediah stayed on for a time,
with his wife, Adeline Smith. A son, John,
who was then 19; also Hélped in the opera-
tion of the establishment.

Mrs. Galbreath, an old friend, promis-
ed me the portrait, which hung in her din-
ing room, some years ago when [ told her
that I was Islip Town historian and
thought Obediah, as a prominent citizen
and town official, deserved to hang in the
Islip town hall. It must be one of the
oldest oil portraits of an Islip town of-
ficial around. I would guess that it dates
from the late 1860s when the Snedecors-
moved to lands that included those of the
present day House of the Holy Nativity,
an Episcopal retreat, on the south side of
Montauk nghway, just west of
Brightwaters.

The Snedecor place was in what is now

West Ba¥ Shore, socalled because it is
outside the Brightwaters village limits

but within the Bay Shore school, fire and
postal districts. But it was then known as
West Islip, from about that peint all the
way to the Islip—Babylon town lines, The
property had been a wedding gift. Mrs.
Snedecor was born Adeline, daughter of
Jonas and Elsie Smith, in January 1820,
in the little house later to be owned by the
Wilmerding family, then occupied by one

‘,ﬂt,_gmmand_nmlbr;bnm of the Lawrances and now the horié of
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. Associate Editor-
Bodll News Editor
rts Editor
Lagais, Classifieds
A, Advartising
0, Advectising Dirsctor
Wt Director
AM. Associata Art
s, Classified
|, Circulation
ip Finances

Viarketing
R

soon after her birth and her father
soon after that. Her father’s parents
were Jesse and Charity Willett Smith,
and her grandmother took her until she
was seven. When the grandmother died,
Adeline’s uncle and aunt, Jonathan and
Anne Wicks Smith took her. They owned
"a large property at what is now
Brightwaters, and a big, comfortable
house that eventually burned down.
At 18, Adeline was married by Obediah
Seaman Snedecor, son of Eliphalet and
Sarah Seaman Snedecor. The Jonathan
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Smiths gave them the property west of
Bay Shore and subsequently they built a
house there that is W
—Sﬁwuoon emolished by
eveloper. The land then extended
from the road to the bay. Two of the
Snedecor’s children, Jonathan Smith and
Addie, were born there; the son and an
older daughter Anne being named for
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Smith.

In accepting the portrait, Supervisor
Michael A. LoGrande noted that Obediah
was several times an Islip town official,

"that he served as inspector of Election
District 1 and, that following in the tradi-
tion of his father, he also served as an
overseer of the town highways. Mr.
LoGrande said he would be happy to
have the portrait hang in his office and
that, on occasion, it would be on loan for
special exhibit.

When Margaret Galbreath made the
presentation she told the town board and
a large audience that she was giving it
because none of her children wanted it.
Somebody had asked her why she didn’t
give it to Babylon town where she lives
but she told them, “I was born in Islip
town and so was Obediah and he spent all
his life here. I wanted to have the pain-
ting cleaned up a bit but I don’t know.
anyone locally who does that. Somebody
asked me why I didn’t sent it in to New
York for restoration. I told them I would
if they'd pay for it.”’

Margaret speaks with the refreshing
frankness of our early citizens, and she
comes by it honestly. Her brother, Dun-
can Arnold Cameron, also well known
here but now living in Hatteras is another
identifiable descendant of Eliphalet and
Obediah. He has been a lifelong sports
fisherman, for a time just for the love of
it was a market gunner, and with his Islip
one-design sloop Querida collected many
racing trophies on Great South Bay.

After some years on the West Bay
Shore property, Obediah decided he
would go into farming and bought 400
acres to the west, He built a house on the
north side of the road, just west of the
present day Captree bnd"ge ‘over Mon-

“tauk highway. He also built a house on
the south side for his son, Daughter Anne
had*been married by James H. Carll of
Babylon and they built a house near the
son John's. These houses eventually
becainie the homes of the Yates and Titus -
families and one of themis still in use as

the Captree Day Camp on Mntauk, cor-



