CONNETQUOT CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ISLIP
780 Ocean Avenue, Bohemia, NY 11716-3629

ADVANCED PLACEMENT LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

SUMMER READING

Ms. Neske

Advanced Placement students across Long Island and the nation are required to complete summer reading assignments to foster success and encourage “reading for pleasure” as well as in-depth analysis.  The Connetquot English Department requires students entering AP Literature and Composition to read THREE NOVELS and to complete the written assignments described in this packet.
Assignments

1.  Select ONE piece of fiction from the list provided and respond to the question on   
    page 2.  AP English is a college-level course.  Colleges use the internet for student
     contact and assignments.  In an effort to acquaint our students with this practice, 
     summer essays must be submitted no later than July 31, 2010, to

    Ms. Neske at (sneske@ccsdli.org).  Essays may also be mailed
     or delivered to Ms. Neske, Connetquot High School, 7th Street, Bohemia, NY 11716

     by July 31, 2010.

2.  Study guide questions are included for Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness.  

     Responses to these questions will be collected the first day of school in September, 

     2010.  Grades will be based on insight, clarity of expression, and development.  This 

     book (along with Achebe’s novel, Thing’s Fall Apart)  will be discussed in-depth as

     one of the first pieces of literature for the school year.  A quiz and a formal writing
     assignment will follow.  Papers not handed in on the due date will receive a (0).
3.  Study guide questions are included for Chinua Achebe’s novel, Things Fall Apart.  
     Achebe wrote this novel in response to what he considered to be racism in Conrad’s

     Heart of Darkness.  For this reason, please read Heart of Darkness before reading 
    Things Fall Apart. Responses to these questions will be collected September 13th.
     Grades will be based on insight, clarity of expression, and development.  This 

     book (along with Conrad’s novel, Heart of Darkness) will be discussed in-depth as

     one of the first pieces of literature for the school year.  A quiz and a formal writing

     assignment will follow.  Papers not handed in on the due date will receive a (0).
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Assignment #1: Choose one novel and write the essay.

The Awakening – Kate Chopin

Beloved – Toni Morrison

The Color Purple – Alice Walker

The Hand Maid’s Tale – Margaret Atwood

The Piano Lesson – August Wilson

Their Eyes Were Watching God – Zora Neal Hurston

A Lesson before Dying – Ernest J. Gaines

In the Lake of the Woods – Tim O’Brien

A Prayer for Owen Meany – John Irvin

Richard III - Shakespeare

King Lear - Shakespeare

The Right Stuff – Tom Wolfe

The Bone People – Keri Hulme

Crime and Punishment – Dostoyevsky

A Thousand Splendid Suns – Khaled Hosseini
Essay Question:
Read carefully the question provided.  Write an essay of 350 (+) words that responds appropriately to the given essay question.  Your introduction must include a thesis statement (the last sentence in your introduction) that indicates your topic, your position on the topic, and TWO reasons for your position.  Essays must be typed and double-spaced.  Please submit via email by July 31, 2010.
The eighteenth century British novelist Laurence Sterne wrote, “Nobody, but he who has felt it, can conceive what a plaguing thing it is to have a man’s mind torn asunder by two projects of equal strength, both obstinately pulling in a contrary direction at the same time.”

Choose a character (not necessarily the protagonist) whose mind is pulled in conflicting directions by compelling desires, ambitions, obligations, or influences.  Then, in a well-organized essay, identify each of the two conflicting forces and explain how this conflict within one character illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole.  Avoid plot summary and be sure to address the last part of the prompt!
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Assignment # 2: Study questions for Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness.  Please type (double spaced, Times New Roman, font size 12).
1.  The setting for the beginning of the book – on a small sailing craft on a river as night falls – and Marlow’s comparison, by implication, of the dark heart of Africa (the Belgian Congo) and the barbarian darkness on the northern fringes of the Roman Empire, both are examples of irony and foreshadowing.  Discuss how one or both of these devices are developed and expanded as Marlow’s adventure progresses.

2.  Each of the three main characters in this story – Marlow, Kurtz, and the Intended -  represents a clearly different point of view on the nature of the world and perhaps even on the meaning of life.  How can each of these views be described?  To what extent are they mutually exclusive?
3.  During Marlow’s physical examination before he leaves for Africa, the doctor takes certain measurements, which he says are for scientific research. Marlow asks him whether he examines his subjects when they return.  The doctor says that he does not because the changes are on the inside.  Discuss ways in which Kurtz and Marlow are both changed internally by their experiences in the jungle.

4.  There are two prominent female figures in the story – the Intended and the magnificent African woman who appears twice on the shore – but women are also represented by the two women knitting at the Company headquarters and by Marlow’s aunt.  How can these women be analyzed in order to further develop the themes of the novel?
5.  Marlow spends little time describing the jungle except that it seems timeless, prehistoric, and vast.  What are his main concerns and activities as the steamboat proceeds up the river?

6.  There is a group of men that Marlow meets and travels with whom he describes as “pilgrims.”  Since they are never explicitly defined or described, what can be inferred about them and their goals?  Start with what little we are told about them.
7.  The helmsman is a minor character who helps the reader see some subtlety in Marlow’s character.  Marlow often starts with a description that seems objective although often negative, but then comes to find a common human bond with the person he is describing.  How does this work with the helmsman?  How is he first described and how does the reader first realize Marlow’s feeling of compassion for him?

8.  The Russian at the Inner Station is clearly a foil to Kurtz.  Discuss how these two characters add meaning to the story that otherwise would be lacking.

AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION: SUMMER READING  (4)

9.  One of the obvious decisions Conrad has made in this story is to keep people, places, and events as anonymous and ambiguous as possible.  Most places and characters in the story are unnamed, and the few who are named are given only one name.  What effect does this have on the story and what effect does it have on the reader?

10. What is the significance of Kurtz’s dying words, “The horror!  The horror!”?
Assignment # 3: Study questions for Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart.  Please type (double spaced, Times New Roman, font size 12).
1.  When Europeans arrive in Okonkwo’s village, one result is a new kind of government and a new kind of law.  How do the new legal and governmental practices and institutions differ from those that preceded them?  Are the changes good, bad, or something more complicated, and why?
2.  Okonkwo’s self-understanding is deeply bound up with his need to affirm and protect what he thinks of as his “manliness.”  What are the main features of Okonkwo’s view of masculinity, and how does his view relate to that of other important characters in the novel?

3.  What should we make of the role of women in the novel?  Are the female characters just dispensable appendages of the male characters in the story?

4.  Stories and storytelling play a central role in the novel.  What are some of the most important aspects of that role, for instance, in the preservation of social customs, and the shaping of individual identities?
5.  Okonkwo’s friend Obierika is described as “a man who thought about things” (125).  What does Obierika think about, and how does that reflection ultimately put him at odds with Okonkwo?
6.  An epic hero, like Odysseus, is typically set apart from other characters by his capacity to endure many trials and tests.  A tragic hero, like Hamlet or Oedipus, is typically a man of consequence brought down by an insuperable conflict, or through his own weakness.  Is Okonkwo an epic hero, a tragic hero, or is he a hero at all?
7.  It is said of Okonkowo at one point that “Clearly his personal god or chi was not made for great things.  A man could not rise beyond the destiny of his chi.  The saying of the elders was not true - that if a man said yea his chi also affirmed.  Here was a man whose chi said nay despite his own affirmation” (131).  How should we understand the roles of fate and individual responsibility in the novel in light of the role that the Ibo notion of chi plays throughout the story?
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8.  An important assumption in the novel is the close connection between an individual’s action and the communal fate of all.  Okonkwo is told by the priest of the earth goddess, Ani, “The evil you have done can ruin the whole clan” (30).  Does this explain why, strong willed as he is, Okonkwo accepts without question the communal sanctions prescribed for his misdeeds?

9.  In “English and the African Writer,” Achebe writes that his work represents “a new voice coming out of Africa, speaking of African experience in a world-wide language.”  What features of the novel embody this ambition?  Do they help or hinder Achebe’s attempt to make the world depicted in the novel accessible to a broad audience?

10. What aspects of Heart of Darkness does Achebe interpret as racist?  How does Things Fall Apart respond to the depiction of Africans in Conrad’s novel?  (Consider language, traditions, relationships, culture, etc.)  Do you agree with Achebe that Conrad’s novel is racist, or is his novel a product of his era, or a combination of the two?  Explain.
