AP English Language & Composition
2010 Summer Reading 
AP English Language & Composition
2010 Summer Reading 

AP English Language & Composition
2009 Summer Reading Assignment

Mr. Fertmann / Connetquot High School
This summer you will read two novels: John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath (1939) and Jon Krakauer’s Into the Wild (1996).  Both of these novels and the accompanying assignments must be completed by the first day of school.  Additional copies of this assignment packet can be found on the class website: http://web.mac.com/fertmann.

The Grapes of Wrath - John Steinbeck
Introduction:
The Grapes of Wrath is Steinbeck’s 1939 Pulitzer Prize-winning story of one family’s journey west in search of work during the Great Depression.  Steinbeck has been lauded for his humanistic portrayal of people who were more or less invisible in American society at the time.  This book is considered one of the catalysts for the creation of more comprehensive social services for indigent and poverty-stricken Americans.  The Grapes of Wrath is an ideal book to begin AP Language, as it is plot-driven social commentary; it will be a nice transition from fictional drama and literature to expository writing where questions of purpose, style, and audience are considered.  Grapes is also a very timely book, as many economists believe we are in the midst of a “great recession.”

Assignment Materials:
Copy of The Grapes of Wrath (Viking Critical Edition)

Copies of the following essays (available in the Viking Critical Edition):


“California Pastoral”, by Carey McWilliams


“ The Reception of The Grapes of Wrath in Oklahoma”, by Martin Shockley


“The Background to the Composition of The Grapes of Wrath” by Jackson J. Benson

Summer Reading Response Journal (any notebook will do)

Computer with internet connection and speakers

Assignment:

This assignment can be completed in five steps.

Step One - Getting Started:  Before reading The Grapes of Wrath, visit NPR.org and listen to this brief (7 minutes) radio introduction to the book: http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/features/patc/grapesofwrath.  The link can also be found on the course website (http://web.mac.com/fertmann).  After listening to this introduction and familiarizing yourself with the story, move on to step two.

Step Two - Annotated Reading:  Read the book and complete “post-it quotes.”  As you read The Grapes of Wrath, put a post-it note on any page where you find a particularly interesting idea or line.  You should have one post-it for each chapter.  Your post-it quote can mark an interesting word, a difficult concept, or a phrase that you consider an example of good writing.  Be sure to write the word, concept, or phrase on the post-it note.  Your post-its should not be blank.  Leave them in your book, as we will use them to generate class discussion.

Step Three - Writing and Rhetoric:  Pick one of the following chapters and write about the choices Steinbeck makes as a writer:  Chapter 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 14, 17, 19, 21, 25, 29.  To begin, consider the following questions: Who is the speaker in this chapter; what may have prompted the speaker to write this chapter; who is the audience for the speaker; why is this being written; what is the tone of the writer / speaker and what does this accomplish?  Then make a general statement about about how these factors can affect a piece of writing and the reader.  Please include this in your journal.

Step Four - The Novel in Context: Read the accompanying essays (listed above) and create a separate journal entry for each.  For these entries, compose a precis, or a brief summary of the article.  It is not necessary to make extra-textual connections between the article and the novel in a precis. Simply write a 100 - 200 word summary for each article.  One strategy for writing a precis is to summarize each paragraph in the article in one or two sentences until you have summarized the entire article.  For tips on how to properly write a precis, consult the class website: http://web.mac.com/fertmann.  Please include these summaries in your summer reading response journal.

Step Five - The Great American Novel:  Write a journal entry that compares the plight of the Joads to the plights of human beings living in the world today.  You will have to do some quick research to find a story that parallels the story of the Joad family.  I have included a few links in the summer reading blog entry on the class website; these may help you get started.

Also, please be prepared to take a reading test on The Grapes of Wrath when you return to school.  

Into the Wild - Jon Krakauer
Introduction:
Into the Wild is a true account of a young man’s attempt to disappear and find enlightenment in late-20th century America.  Jon Krakauer writes about Christopher McCandless, a recent college graduate who gave away his life savings, abandoned his possessions, and invented a new name and history for himself only to end up dead from starvation in the middle of the Alaskan wilderness.  Into the Wild is not only a great piece of investigative journalism, but Krakauer weaves parts of his own narrative into the story he tells in an effort to make sense of McCandless’ motives and actions.  This quick read exemplifies many of the rhetorical strategies we will be exploring this year.

Assignment Materials:
Copy of Into the Wild (Anchor Books)

Summer Reading Response Journal (use the same one you have for The Grapes of Wrath)

Computer with internet connection and speakers

Step One - Getting Started:  Before beginning Into the Wild, go to NPR.org and read, listen, and view the materials available about Into the Wild, including a brief broadcast that explains how the site of McCandless’ death is now considered a shrine, an interview with the author, and video clips from the movie.  You can find these materials here: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15005476.  You can access this link through the class website.  

Step Two - Reader Response:  As you read Into the Wild, respond to the text in your summer reading response journal.  Please make sure that your entries for Into the Wild are clearly separated from your entries for The Grapes of Wrath.  Include responses for each chapter.  For each of these entries, be sure to ask questions, even questions that might seem unanswerable, and be sure to comment on Krakauer’s effectiveness as a writer.  What tools does he use to tell the story of McCandless and how does he evoke empathy in his readers?  How would you describe Krakauer’s style?  Your journal entries for each chapter of this book can be brief, perhaps from one-half page to one page each.  Their purpose is to facilitate class discussion when school begins.

Step Three - Critique:  Choose one of the following writing assignments:


A.  Write a rhetorical analysis of Krakauer’s autobiographical chapters about his ill-fated 


trip to the Stikine Ice Cap and the Devil’s Thumb.  How does Krakauer set the tone?  
How does he move from description to reflection?  Does he use literary techniques like 
symbolism and characterization?  How?  What is the overall effect of this “intermission”?  
What is his purpose for including this autobiographical aside into a book about 
McCandless?        


B.  Write about the relationship between Krakauer and McCandless (speaker and subject).  


What do you think is an appropriate distance between the two?  What makes this 


relationship complex?  Can you think of any other story where this relationship is 
strained?

This assignment should be 2 - 3 typewritten, double-spaced pages and will be submitted apart from your journal.  Please be sure to type this critique in Times New Roman 12pt. font and please double 
space.  Be sure to proofread your work for any spelling and grammar errors as well. 

Summer Reading Checklist
Do not leave school without:
Copy of The Grapes of Wrath (Viking Critical Edition)

Copy of Into the Wild (Anchor Books)

Summer Reading Response Journal

2009 Summer Reading Assignment Handout

Come to class on the first day with:
Copies of both summer reading books

Summer Reading Response Journal (will be checked, but not turned in)

Type-written critique of Into the Wild (to be turned in)

Be prepared for a reading test on The Grapes of Wrath
Something to write with, a notebook, and something to hold handouts

Notes:
4
3

