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CONNETQUOT HIGH SCHOOL

ENGLISH 9 HONORS

SUMMER READING

Students entering English 9 Honors are asked to read either The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier or The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain.  A study guide packet that students should complete accompanies each.  Responses to these questions and the works themselves will be discussed in class during the first two weeks of school, and the study guide packet will be collected.  Responses will be assessed on insight, clarity of expression and development and completeness of answers. 

At the conclusion of class discussion, students will be given an in-class writing assignment based on the summer reading.  The same criteria as above will be used in grading the writing assignment.

Study guide answers must be written neatly in pen or typed.  All answers must be in complete sentences.
Note:  Both Mark Twain and Robert Cormier are well-known and respected novelists.  The Chocolate War and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn contain mature language and subject matter.  Parents may wish to preview each novel before their children read them.
THE CHOCOLATE WAR by Robert Cormier

The Chocolate War, by Robert Cormier, has been known as "brilliant" and "cleverly written" by multiple critics. This novel is set in the school system of Trinity Prep School based in New England.
The Chocolate War tells the actions of Jerry Renault, who is just trying to get through his freshman year at Trinity. All he wants to do is fit in until one day the Vigils, a secret society, changes that. In this story you will read about how a harmless chocolate sale turns into a war. This war is being played out between Jerry Renault and the Vigils. This secret society believes that Jerry is trying to be better than the Vigils. This group sees Jerry as a threat and needs to do something with him and his unsold chocolate. 

     On the way through this novel you will meet many interesting characters such as Archie Costello, who is a major part of the war, as well as the leader of The Vigils. "The Goober" is Jerry's best friend, Emile Janza is a well-known troublemaker, and Obie is Archie's friend. Other characters that play important roles are three professors known as "Brothers." You will have to see for yourself who “wins” The Chocolate War. 

About the Author: 

Robert Cormier was born on January 17, 1925, in a French-Canadian neighborhood of Leominster, Massachusetts, the town he fictionalized as Monument in many of his books. An outsider who read and wrote to escape, he attended Catholic school, where a nun encouraged him to become a writer. At nearby Fitchburg State College, a teacher submitted one of Cormier's stories to a magazine, and it became his published debut. Soon after college he became a reporter for local newspapers, and garnered several prestigious awards. He worked as a journalist for 30 years and became a highly renowned and award winning journalist. As soon as he was financially able he made the shift to writing full time. He then began to sell short stories to magazines, and then advanced to publishing novels.

Influenced in large part by other “coming of age” books such as Tom Sawyer, How Green Was My Valley, and Look Homeward Angel, Cormier began to write about the complexities of growing up. The fact that he lived in the same city for all of his life gave him a window into his own adolescence, and make his time as a boy growing up much easier to remember and access. Cormier describes himself as an insomniac, and when his children would come home from dates he would be up writing. He had insights into their coming of age as well, and used that as fodder for his books.

Robert Cormier published his first novel in 1960—an adult novel. His first novels were for adults, and while they garnered positive reviews, he did not become famous until the publication of his first young adult book in 1974, The Chocolate War. The novel incited much protest from parents and teachers, who disapproved of the mature language and themes of a book that was supposed to be for teenagers. 

Despite the negative attention garnered by the book, The Chocolate War also won high praise, named as one of the best books of the year by the New York Times, winning a Lewis Carroll award and being named to the "Best of the Best 1966–1978" list by the School Library Journal.

The Chocolate War was inspired by Cormier's son, who similarly refused to sell chocolates at a school chocolate sale, although without the negative repercussions of protagonist Jerry Renault. Cormier considers this particular book to be life changing, as he first broke into the young adult scene and the young adult readers first embraced him as someone who spoke to them.

Cormier's books extend beyond normal young adult books, confronting difficult subjects such as rebelling against conformity, dealing with and overcoming guilt, and also dealing with ethical implications of some of the choices teenagers are forced to make.

Study Guide for The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier

DIRECTIONS:  Answer the following questions completely and in complete sentences. 

Chapters 1 – 6

1.
What does the first sentence – “They murdered him” – refer to?

        _________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.
What facts and/or impressions does the reader get regarding Jerry?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. 
Why must a person stay on Archie’s good side?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. 
To what secret organization do the boys belong, and what is the purpose of this organization?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5.
 Why do the boys near the bus stop call Jerry “square boy”?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

6.
What impressions do you get about Brother Leon?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Why is it important to sell chocolates?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

8.
What is the job of The Assigner?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Chapters 7 – 13

9. 
What do we learn about the character of Emile Janza?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

10. 
What does Goober’s running show about him?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

11.
How does Jerry feel about himself on the football field?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

12.
What does Jerry mean when he says he does not want to be a mirror of his father?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

13.
What do Archie’s reactions reveal to you about him?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

14.
Who is Goober and what is his assignment?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Chapters 14 – 21

15.
What is the reaction of the rest of the boys to Jerry’s refusal to sell chocolates?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

16.
How does Archie use his power over Emile Janza?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

17.
What is the real reason why Leon keeps Carter after school?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

18.
What does Archie mean when he says, “Nobody defies The Vigils, Obie, and gets away with

             it”?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Chapters 22 – 30

19. 
What is Brother Leon’s reaction to Jerry’s refusal to sell chocolates?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

20.
Why is Goober quiting the team and refusing to give anything more to Trinity?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

21.
What is the purpose of Brother Leon’s telephone call to Archie?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

22. 
Why doesn’t The Vigil’s pressure convince Jerry to sell chocolates?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

23.
What types of physical or mental abuse do The Vigils commit against Jerry?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
Chapters 31 – 39

24.
Why is Emile Janza waiting for Jerry after practice?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

25. 
With what kinds of harassment must Jerry deal?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

26. 
Why do Obie and Carter force Archie to select a marble from the black box?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

27.
What does the author mean when he says Jerry is “invisible”?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

28.
What serious mistake does Carter make during the raffle?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

29. 
Who shuts of the lights in the stadium and why?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

30.
Who watches the entire boxing match from the top of the hill?  Why doesn’t he stop the fight?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

31. 
How does Brother Leon feel about the raffle and its results?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

32.
What does the title The Chocolate War mean in a literal and figurative sense?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Study Guide:

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Huckleberry Finn is generally considered one of the most important books in American literature—a book that continues to influence subsequent novels and generate scholarly discussion more than a century after it was written. Hungry for comradeship, the mischievous Huck Finn befriends an African American man named Jim. Together they raft down the Mississippi River, Huck escaping from his cruel father and Jim escaping from enslavement. Along the way Jim helps Huck learn the nature of friendship and the meaning of freedom.
Major Characters 
Huck Finn- A young boy who seeks to run away from home. He is smart and efficient. Huck is the orphan of an absentee father and a deceased mother. He is uncivilized in manner and habit. He desires to flee his life, live on a raft, float down the Mississippi River and do as he pleases.

Jim- A slave on Miss Watson's plantation who later escapes and becomes Huck's first true friend. He is searching for his family and freedom. He is very superstitious and religious.

Huck's father- An abusive, drunk old man who is using Huck for his money and advantages. 

The Duke and the King- A devious duo who are corrupt and cause trouble. They meet up with Jim and Huck on the raft and scam townspeople out of money.

Tom Sawyer- A boy about Huck's age. He is an idealist and a hopeless romantic, constantly pretending and creating situations in his head.

Miss Watson- Foster mother who tried to “civilize” Huck; also, the owner of Jim.

DIRECTIONS: Answer the questions below completely, neatly, and in ink.

Chapters 1 – 10

1. What clues to the nature of Huck’s past life exist in

A. his reactions to life at the Widow’s?

B. the comments of the Widow and Miss Watson?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. How effective do you think the Widow and Miss Watson will be at “sivilizin” Huck? Defend your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain how, in chapter 1, Huck is developing as a character worthy of the reader’s sympathy.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. What evidence is there that Tom Sawyer is basically decent, no matter how mischievous he is?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. What differences are there between the stated aims of Tom Sawyer’s gang and their actual behavior?  Account for this situation.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

6. Compare and contrast the widow and Miss Watson.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

7. Who is Pap, and what do you know about him?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

8.  What does Huck discover in the snow, and what is its significance?  What is Huck’s reaction to this discovery? Why does he act this way?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

9. Huck is highly superstitious.  Cite two examples in the story so far.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

10.   Contrast Pap’s representation of himself with Huck’s opinion of him and your own opinion of        him.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

11.   What did Huck like about life in the cabin with Pap?  Why does Huck finally decide to escape?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

12.   Why does Huck engage in his elaborate charade involving a bag of rocks and a dead pig?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

13.   What is the significance of the cannon shot that Huck hears?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

14.   Whom does Huck discover on the island, and why is that person there?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

15.   How did a house come to be floating down the river?  What do Huck and Jim discover in the house?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

16.   Why does Huck decide to “slip over the river” dressed as a girl?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

CHAPTERS 11 – 20

17. What important information does Huck get from Mrs. Judith Loftus?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

18. Huck’s moral sense has been shaped by both Pap and the Widow.  What conflict does that cause in Huck, and how does he resolve it?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

19. Why does Huck want to explore the wreck he sees?  What does he observe?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

20.   What prank does Huck play on Jim, and what is the outcome of this prank?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

21.   What inner conflict does Huck have concerning Jim?  How does he resolve his conflict?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

22.   What is the significance of Huck and Jim having passed Caine in the fog?  Why can’t they turn back?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

23.   How does Twain use the Grangerfords to point out the showiness of the manners of “quality folk”?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

24.   What was the purpose of the note Huck retrieved for Miss Sophia?  What disaster did the note cause to occur?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

25.   Who are the Duke and the King?  What money-making scheme does the duke devise? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

CHAPTER 21 – 30

26. Describe the townspeople whom the duke and the king plan to entertain with a Shakespearean performance.  What is Twain suggesting about the cultural and intellectual level of “small town folk”?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

27. In chapter 23, what incident makes a strong anti-slavery statement?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

28.   In chapter 24, Huck states, “It was enough to make anyone ashamed of the human race.”  What was “it”?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

29.   What is Huck’s plan to double-cross the Duke and the King?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

30.   Why do the King and the Duke turn against each other? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

CHAPTERS 31 – 40

31. Why does Huck decide to “go to hell”?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

32. Who is Aunt Sally, and why is she glad to see Huck?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

33.   What becomes of the King and the Duke?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

34. What is Huck’s plan for freeing Jim?  What is Tom Sawyer’s plan for Jim, and how is this plan in character for Tom?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

35. What led Aunt Sally to believe that Tom had “brain fever”?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

36. How do the boys escape with Jim?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

37.   How does Aunt Sally prevent the boys from leaving that night?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

CHAPTER 41 – “CHAPTER THE LAST”

38. What causes the locals to change their attitude toward Jim, and how do they change?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

39. What is the resolution of the story regarding Jim?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

40.   Why does Huck feel the need to “light out” to Indian territory?

__________________________________________________________________________________
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