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Summer Reading Assignment 2010

English 12 Honors

Write a well-developed essay on one of the following:

1.  Tone, as a literary term, is the author’s attitude, stated or implied, toward a subject.  Given the hardships and persecution that Frank McCourt is describing from his life experiences, one might expect his tone to be angry and bitter.  Is it, or does he employ a different tone when writing his book?  Remember, Frank as a character might have been angry at a particular person at a particular time, but that does not mean that the tone Frank McCourt the writer uses is necessarily angry.  Discuss the tone or tones that Frank McCourt employs in his memoir, Angela's Ashes.  What effect does tone have on the story?  

2.  Women are portrayed in various and complex ways in the memoir, Angela's Ashes.  Discuss the way that McCourt's memoir treats women.  Are they seen favorably?  Does McCourt the writer treat them fairly, considering their situations?  How does McCourt treat women compared with the way he treats men when telling the story?  

In formal, objective essays the use of first and second person pronouns is forbidden, as are contractions, slang without quotation marks, agreement errors, and using any tense other than present tense when discussing literature.  Do not use past tense when discussing action from the memoir.   

Please do not summarize the plot of the memoir.  You do not need to give background plot information when making your points.  Your instructors have read and are very familiar with the story.  You should mention specific examples from the memoir, but you must combine your examples with analysis.  

All papers must be typewritten and double-spaced.  Please use Times New Roman 12.  Do not place spaces between paragraphs.  Simply hitting the "tab" button will signify that a new paragraph has begun.  Each essay should have a title.  No title pages please. 

As in every piece of academic writing you do, please use quotes from the book to back up each of your points.  Being that this is a formal essay, cliché-ridden, colloquial writing will not be accepted.  

Essay length should be between 500-1000 words.  

Essays are due on the first day of school.  There will be a 10-point penalty for each day late. 

