IO CONDITION a. excellent & b good D T

E :“BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM

DIVISION FOR HlSTORlC PRESERVATIO
TNEW YORK STAKTE*’RARKS AND: RECREA;‘,
: ALBANY NEW YORK (518) 474 0479

’?ZYOUR NAME: . Town of Is L p Town Hall
3 655 Main Street
YOUR ADDRESS ISllD. NY S

| ORGANIZATION (if any): Bepartment cf Planning and Bevelopment

'************************************

IDENTIFICATION e ,
I. BUILDING NAME(S):___ Woodhull Houser;‘ Sy A Ay ,
2. COUNTY:__Suffolk TOWN/CITY: Isllp . VILLAGE: _Sayville
3. STREET LOCATION:313 Montauk Highway - e i
4. OWNERSHIP: . public E] ‘b private KK - G
5. PRESENT OWNER: ' : , i ADDRESS B .
6. USE: Original: ___ restdence"’f' _____ Present:. reszdence
BN ACCESSIBIL[TY TO PUBLIC i Exterior v1srble from pubhc road Yes - N,t), (L
, lnterror _accessrble Explam T ‘
. DESCRIPTION Em 5 e ‘ ‘
"8 BUILDING =~ a_.k;fclapboard@ b stone D e bnck D d board and batten l:]
MATERIAL 'e.,""cobblestone f. shmgles D g stucco‘ other ‘ : ;
9, STRUCTURAL ~a. wood frame with mterlockmg Jomts E] }
. SYSTEM: 'b. wood frame with light members @ S
(rf known) ~c. masonry. load bearmg walls D = o
, d. metal (explam) 0 SEE e
e. other

: ne leTE—GRlT‘Y: “a. original site Kl b, moved O o rf 50, when" :
S e dist ‘major alteratrons and dates (if known):

addltlons in late 19th century

12, PHOTO Elw, , #11 *‘/’w‘3{MA??;fB°wefAndersQ?
' tfrom SW, w.s:tde & 5 facade ‘ ' L -




15 "

' d pnvy El e cshed 0
~ g.shop U1 h garden D
4. landscape features o
. W e =
SURmanmGSOFTHEBmLmNG (wwkmmemmnmeﬂn%%ww) -
-7 a.open landD b, woodla"dr Rl
e scattered bulldmgs E_X S
" d.densely buxlt-up O e commercxal [:]

: * f.industrial D ¢ residential (B
vhomﬂ f adJacent to M111 P@nd

INTI:RRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS

‘ (lndlcate if buﬂdmg or structure isin an hlstonc dlstnct) o : L D
‘The Woodhull House is on the North smde of Montauk nghway,; .

fj’adaacent to the Mill Pond. on which Nathan Woodhull had his
saw mlll, and north af the Long Islan_ Réilroad tracks. :

18 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (mcludmg mtenor features if known)

g '2% story 7 bay clapboard house with gable roof central portlon
~and projecting gable roof bays. Second floor dormer extension

" on brackets on west WLng.{ Varigated: shingles in gable,. Orlgln-'

al entrance has covered portico and entry with sidelights, 2/2
balecon-f@netre windows throughout. w1th occasional multl—pane :

mGNHHCANCE windows, = -
DATEOFINYHALCONSTRUCHON - 1810

. ARCH]TECT

BUILDER BT S

20. HlSTORlCAL AND ARCH]TECTURAL IMPORTANCE

. In 1800, Nathan Woodhull, one of Sayville s early residents, o
origlnally from Setauket,. purchased from the Edwards family s

‘a large tract of land on the South Country Road ad joining the

Mill Pond,; and in 1804 built a Saw Mill on the Pond by making

a dam at the edge of the road, His home, at 313 Montauk Hwy.,

‘was built in 1810, and still survives, an important element to .

i the history of Sayv1lle., The House is a Designated Town Landmark.

See Oa 60.‘

2. SOURCES ' ‘ ' _ SRR
Charles P. Blckerson, A ﬂlstorv of the Savvzlle Com unlty 5uffalk e
Ceunty News, 1975 Fps. 15 & 41 i V g S

2 IHEME . ' gy ‘ ’ .
: Prepared by- Soclety for the Preservatlon of Long Island Anthultles :

N ! - Setauke ,TNew Xerk 11733 , o ; e
1stero, Researc As 13tant
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w - and built a sawmill on the Mill Pond on No. Main Street.

The most lucrative source of income to the early inhabitants of
‘Sayville was from the bay, where they caught fish, clams and
oysters. The oysters particularly brought a good price in the New"
=) York market. In 1815 a Capt. Humphrey of Bluepoint planted

Point Oyster started.

had started to grow very rapidly. It had become. a city of almost 500,000 people,
The homes, and shops, and office buildings were heated entirely by cordwood
Since there were no railroads, or trucks, there was no way to transport coal, and-
the use of oil was unknown, the people of New York City had to depend on the
countryside around to obtain cordwood, and Suffolk County became the largest
_producer of lumber in the USA, ~— "~

A man from Setauket named Nathan Woodhull had come to Sayville in 1804

‘He also built a ho

10 just west of the sawmill overlookmg the lake, that stands today, The people of
“Sayville went out far and wide, cutting down the woodlands to the north of the

cordwood, then loaded on boats in Brown’s River and taken to New York to be
sold. And for the two decades from 1820 to 1840 that is how they made their living.

In 1838 a shlpload of oysters from Virginia had been unloaded in the bay and
had started to spawn and multiply so rapidly that by the mid-forties they had again
become a prmclpal source of income for the village,

For the past 120 years the fishing industry has centered around the Dutch folks
of West Sayville. It was in 1849 that two Dutchmen sailed from Rotterdam in
Holland - they came from the v1llage of Bruinisse - and landed in New York City,
expecting to go west with their families. But they heard about the good fishing on
Long Istand. Their names were Cornelius Hage and Cornelius DeWall. Mr. Hage
and his family got on the LIRR inBrooklyn,which at that time ran only thru the
middle of Long Island, and they got off at Lakeland. Weary and disappointed,
they had the good luck to come upon Carman Seaman of Bayport, who offered to
take them m his ox cart down to the Great South Bay “where the clams and
oysters were.’

t They wrote home to Holland about the plentlful supply of ﬁsh clams and oysters

Sayville_

»k station, to all parts of the world.

Copyright by Charles P. Dickerson 1975
' 7 Allrights reserved
 CHAPTERXI . T
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to be found in the bay at Sayville, Holland was havmg hard economxe times and

_shortly more Dutchmen arrived in Sayville. Among the first was Sebastian Broere.

Others settled in Oakdale. They built an oyster house on the: bay at Brick len
Creek in Oakdale.

- ‘The area that is now West Sayvnlle, was all owned by Samuel T. Greene, whose

' fforebears had purchased it from the Nicoll Estate in 1786. It was not until 1865
Fat . that Mr. Greene sold the first plot to a Dutchman named ‘William Tucker, down
About 1820 the oysters and clams became very scarce. The oysters ceased to - on.what is now the east side of Atlantic Avenue, Soon the. majority of the new

spawn. There were hard times in Sayville.But about this time the city of New York -

Dutch arrivals were settling in West Sayville. It is estimated that within the next
few decades over 1500 Dutch folks came to settle in this area. ~As I mentioned

. - before, due to an oversxght in the King’s Grant to William Nicoll in 1697, the bay

and the beach in the east half of Islip Town belongs to Brookhaven Town. The

- people of Brookhaven forbade the inhabitants of Islip Town to fish and clam and

. ‘oyster in the east half of the bay. - It was not until July 13, 1880 that an agreement
-was reached with Brookhaven whereby for the sum of $1,500 the fishermen of Islip
- Town were given forever equal rights with those Brookhaven to fish in the bay.

In the same year another long dispute was settled. Brookhaven Town and the
Smith heirs of St. George’s Manor, both claimed ownership of the bay, the Town

by grant from Charles II and the Smith family by a deed showmg that they had
village. They took the trees to Mr. Woodhull’s sawmill where it was cut into -

purchased it from the Indians. The dispute was finally settled in 1880 by the

_Supreme Court, who divided the bay between them by a line going south from the

Tower of the old Bayport Flre House Thereupon the Town of Brookhaven

purchased the Smith family portion, and the whole. bay east of Nicoll Point, now
belongs to Brookhaven - except such parts as they have sold off afterwards to
individual owners.

In the meantime the oyster and clam mdustry had become very unportant to this
area. The Bluepoint oyster of the Great South Bay was considered the finest in the
world. In 1908 the State passed a law forbidding any oysters to be called
“Bluepoints” unless they came from the Great South Bay.

An oyster crop failure in 1879- 1880 marked the end of the natural beds, or

“commons’’ and was the beginning of the planted beds by individual owners.

Prior to 1870 most oysters were shipped by boat to New York. After 1870 most ~

were shipped by rail. In 1894 70,000 barrels were shipped rail and 20,000, were
shipped by boat. The oystermen teceived $6 per barrel. By 1900 as many as’
100,000 barrels per year were being shipped by rail out of the Sayville railroad

| Contlnued | Next Week ).
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Q. Is it true that ‘an Indian dugout“; ;
~ was found in Suffolk a few years
‘ago? ‘ : L

St

. —E.P., Seaford .
A. What was believed to be an Indian

s A R TR

relic was pulled out of Old Mill Pond in rQ‘Q,
_Sayville in October, 1953, by a group of qi)
¢ young boys. The battered, hollowed-out %%
. log was found resting on the muddy bot- | ?5'
oo . /
tom. in-five feet of water. From its de- "

scription one historian said it was
similar to the handmade canoes that [\ I
had been used by the Secatogues who A
had lived in that area long ago. Howev- {7
er, it was never examined and authent-
cated by any authority. The youngsters =
* patched up a few spots in the 14-foot
craft, let it dry out and paddled around - ¢

% in it for a time. No one seems to know
‘what happened to it and, according to
the parents of one of the boys, it might -~ 3
have ended up at the botiom of the pond < ol

I
.

again. © 5
S
Mail your questions about Long Island -+ 'y /
- ~

people, places and things to Island Line, &) |
Newsday, 550 Stewart Ave., Garden Ci- =g
s e < .

ty, N.Y. 11530. Include name and = -+
address. :
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‘ ENTIF[CATION e
1] BUILDING NAME S)

county: _ Suffolk
'STREET LOCATION
 OWNERSHIP:  a pu
 PRESENT OWNER




14 THREATS TO BUILDlNG 2. none knownﬂ " b. zoning ] . - c. roads EJ
‘ _ d.developers [ e detenoranon 0
“f. other: :
1.1 RELATE‘.D OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: ,
b , . a bam® b. casriage house D c. garage [
ST 5 s doprivy O 0 e.shed I F greenhouse O
el L “gshopD hgardensD ST R
*i. landscape features: '
. j- other:

: 16 SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING _(check more. han one lf necessary) ER

*+ a.open land [1°  b. woodland { .
¢ scattered buildings F L
‘d.densely builtup ] e commetcial Cl

*f.industrial O] g residential fal 3
S hogw, adjacent to. Mill Pﬁnd

E 17‘.- lNTERRELATlONSHlP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic dxstnct) <
* The Woodhull House is on the North side of Montauk Highway.
ad jacent to the Mill Pond on which Nathan Woodhull had his -
saw mlll. and ‘north of the Long Island Rallroad tracks.

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (mcludmg interior features if known):

2% story 7 bay clapboard house with gable roof central portlon’
and projecting gable roof bays. Second floor dormer extension
‘on brackets on west wing. Varigated shingles in gable, Origin-
- al entrance has covered portico and entry with sidelights. 2/2
balcon-f@netre windows throughout, with occaSLOnal multi-pane
SIGNIFICANCE windows.

19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 1810

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER:

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: ¥

In 1800, Nathan Woodhull, one of Sayville's early residents,
originally from Setauket, purchased from the Edwards family
a large tract of land on the South Country Road ad joining the
Mill Pond, and in 1804 built a Saw Mill on the Pond by making

a dam at the edge of the road. His home, at 313 Montauk Hwy.,
was built in 1810, and still survives, an important element to

the history of Sayville., The House is a Designated Town Landmark.

See Oa 60.

21. SOURCES: ' '

Charles P. Dickerson, A History of the Saxv1lle Commun;ty. Suffolk
County News, 1975. pps. 15 & 41, _ ‘
22. THEME: | :
Prepared bys Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities

Setauket, New York 11733

.~ Nina Monastero, Research A581stant
'AuguStn 1979 :
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CHAPTER X1I . v s .
4 THE FISHING INDUSTRY ’
The most lucrative source of income to the early inhabitants of to be found in the bay at Sayville, Holland was having hard economic times and-
Sayville was from the bay, where they caught fish, clams and shortly more Dutchmen arrived in Sayville. Among the first was Sebastian Broere.
oysters. The oysters particularly brought a good price in the New  Others settled in Oakdale. They built wwﬂ_t_he bay at Brick Kiln _
\ eq"g York market. In 1815 a Capt. Humphrey of Bluepoint planted Creek in Oakdale, T
yf-4 oyster seed in the bay off Blue Point and was very successful and - . The area that is now West Sayville, was all owned by Samuel T. Grcenc, whose
(7 they had an unusually fine ftavor, That is how the name Blue forebears had purchased it from the Nicoll Estate in 1786. It was not until 1865
A point Oyster started. » . that Mr. Greene sold the first plot to a Dutchman named 'William Tucker, down
About 1830 the oysters and clams became very scarce. The oysters ceased to - on what is now the cast side of Atlantic Avenue, .. Soon the majority of the new
spawn. There were hard times in Sayville.But about this time the city of New York Dutch arrivals were settling in West Sayville. It is estimated that within the next
had started to grow very rapidly. It had become. a city of almost 500,000 people. few decades over 1500 Dutch folks came to settle in this area. As I mentioned
‘The homes, and shops, and office buildings were heated entirely by cordwood. before, due to an oversight in the King’s Grant to William Nicoll in 1697, the bay
Since there were no railroads, or trucks, there was no way to transport coal, and and the beach in the east half of Islip Town belongs to Brookhaven Town. The
the use of oil was unknown, the people of New York Cnty had to depend on the people of Brookhaven forbade the inhabitants of Islip Town to fish and clam and
countryside around to obtain cordwood, and Suffolk County became the largest . oyster in the east half of the bay. It was not until July 13, 1880 that an agreement
producer of lumber in the USA, ="~ was reached with Brookhaven whereby for the sum of $1,500 the fishermen of Islip
(A man from Setauket named Nathan Woodhull had come to Sayville in 1804 Town were given forever equal rights with those Brookhaven to fish in the bay,
*_and built a sawmill on the Mill Pond on No. Main Street. He also built a home in A In the same year another long dispute was settled. Brookhaven Town and the
1810 just west of the sawmill overlookln&thc lake, that stands today. The people of Smith heirs of St. George's Manor, both claimed ownership of the bay, the Town
Sayville went out far and wide, cutting down the woodlands to the north of the by grant from Charles II and the Smith family by a deed showing that they had
village. They took the trees to Mr. Woodhull's sawmill where it was cut into  purchased it from the Indians. The dispute was finally settled in 1880 by the
cordwood, then loaded on boats in Brown’s River and taken to New York to be Supreme Court, who divided the bay between them by a line going south fromthe
sold. And for the two decades from 1820 to 1840 that is how they made their living, Tower of the old Bayport Fire House. Thereupon the Town of Brookhaven
In 1838 a shipload of oysters from Virginia had been unloaded in the bay and purchased the Smith family portion, and the whole bay east of Nicoll Point, now
had started to spawn and multiply so rapidly that by the mid-forties they had again belongs to Brookhaven - except such parts as they have sold off afterwards to
become a principal source of income for the village. : individual owners.
For the past’120 years the fishing industry has centered around the Dutch folks In the meantime the oyster and clam mdustry had become yvery important to this
of West Sayville. It was in 1849 that two Dutchmen sailed from Rotterdam in area. The Bluepoint oyster of the Great South Bay was considered the finest in the
Holland - they came from the village of Bruinisse - and landed in New York City, world. In 1908 the State passed a law forbidding any oysters to be called
expecting to go west with their families. But they heard about the good fishing on  “Bluepoints” unless they came from the Great South Bay.
Long Istand. Their names were Cornelius Hage and Cornelius DeWall, Mr. Hage ~ An oyster crop failure in 1879-1880 marked the end of the natural beds, or .
and his family got on the LIRR in Brooklyn,which at that time ran only thru the ‘‘commons’’ and was the beginning of the planted beds by individual owners. e
middle of Long Island, and they got off at Lakeland, Weary and disappointed, Prior to 1870 most oysters were shipped by boat to New York. After 1870 most '
they had the good luck to come upon Carman Seaman of Bayport, who offered to  were shipped by rail. In 1894 70,000 barrels were shipped rail and 20,000, were
take them m his ox curt, down to the Great South Bay “where the clams and  shipped by boat. The oystermen teceived $6 per barrel. By 1900 as many as

oysters were. 100,000 barrels per year were being shipped by rail out of the Sayville railroad
v ‘They wrote home to Holland about the plentiful supply of fish, clams and oysters ~ station, to all parts of the world, ( Contmued Next Week ‘
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Q.'Is it true that an Indian dugoutt
¥ was found in Suffolk 2 few years
ago?

AR

preiy et

e
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L

—E.P., Seaford .

i A. What was believed t0 be an Indian ‘
} relic was pulled out of Old Ml Pondin ~O\
! Sayville in October, 1953, by a group of &
; young boys. The battered, hollowed-out Vol
! log was found resting on the muddy bot- 5
{ . . /

. 1om-in five feet of water. From its de- s
scription oné historian said it was E
similar to the handmade canoes that |

. 4

had been used by the Secatogues who P 3
i 3

[ B

had lived in that area long ago- Howev- " {7

ér, it was never examined and authenti-

cated by any authority. The youngsters i
patched up .a few spots in the. 14-foot (¥
craft, let it dry out and paddied around VAL
“in it for a time. No one seems (0 know (,g

what happened to it and, according to ,
the parents of one of the boys, it might - .
have ended up at the bottom of the pond <, A
again. , @ I
. . S

. . ~

- Mail your questions about Long Island aj /

people, places and things to Island Line, 77~
Newsday, 550 Siewart Ave., Garden Ci- = @ |

R/ ¢
ty, N.Y. 11530. Include name and - -
address. ’ .
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