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Oldest Pentecostal Churc Opens Door Tn Sa ,.

By Barbara Kreisler

The Church of God, the nation’s  in Sayville datgs bg
“ oldest Pentecostal church, and was considé
recently opened its doors in community as ‘“the poor man’s

Sayville, Masonic Lodge.” Inrecent years,
According to J. D. Golden, interest in the Lodge abated and
overseer of the Church’s the Grand Order of Odd Fellows

metropolitan New York and Long assumed the charter of the
Island area, the Sayville mission Sayville group. :
is one of 11,000 congregations “The - building  began to
with 30 .million members deteriorate and the Church of-
primarily in  southeastern, -fered to purchase it. It was a
midwestern and western United bargain price for both the seller
States. There are churchesin 109 and the purchaser,” - says
foreign countries. In Suffolk Humsjo, who is also the attorney

" County, there are six churches for the Church.

located in Lindenhurst, Com- There are approximately 100
mack, Islip, Smithtown, Pat-- Pentecostal
chogue and Sayville.

is located at the former Odd participants were often called

: holyrollers  because of  the
exuberance in their manner of
‘March by the church from the worship. The- church  service is
Independent Order of Odd celebrated with joyous smgmg,
Fellows; a 150 year old fraternal handclappmg, arm’ raising - in
organization. - According

“past Odd Fellows Grand and is often accompanied by live
Advocate of the State of New music. Dennis Evensen, church
York and associate member of pastor, says the extreme
the Sayville Lodge, the building emotionalism associated with the

.
e [l

denominations-
throughout - the United  States. -
The Church of God in Sayville During the early 1900s, church -

to praises to the Lord, and loud
Stephen Humsjo, of Great River, cries of ‘‘Hallejulah” ‘“‘Amen”
- Pentecostal - service follows ‘a  and putsomethmg into it too.”

IR

PENTECOSTALISM celebrated by handclapping, foot stomplng. slnglng llld e loud shouds of

‘“Hallejulah’’ and Amen’, has come to Sayv:lle. The new church is at the W

‘Fellﬂws ‘Halbon
FosterAvenue.

served as assistant pastor at the
Church of God in Patchogue
before becoming the first pastor
at the Sayville church.

literal interpretation of the Bible, Evensen, a former house
-“People are finding out that they painter, recexved his calling to
can get something out of church  the churCh a few years ago and
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