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IDENTIFICATION
1. BUILDING NAME(S) Edwards Homestead Museum ,

2. COUNTY: Suffolk L TOWN/CITY: _Islip VlLLAGE Xv:.lle
3. STREET LOCATION: __Edwards St; viorzfie %tde % Collites Ave 5. ?,.G%f%ld@
4, OWNERSHIP: ~ a. pubhc £l . b private (X ot
5. PRESENT. OWNER: Sayville Hist. Soc. ADDRESS Sayvxlle, N‘Y.

6. USE: Original:__residence  Present;  residence
7. ACCESSVIBILI_TY TO PUBLIC: Extenor v1srble from pubhc road Yes K No D" K

B Intenor accessﬂ)le Explam

 DESCRIPTION T
8. BUILDING. . . a. clapboard El b. o
SR “MATERIAL L. cobblestone i f shmgles . g stucco [j : other

-9 STRUCTURAL : a. wood frame with mterlockmg Jomts E{, T
~ SYSTEM: ', . b vyood frame with. hght ‘members. D L
(1f kn(wrrT & !

d. metal‘ (explam)
e. ‘other -

10. CONle'Tlt)N: *a. excellent & b, good D e fair T d detenorated D

11 INTEGRITY:  a. original site [] b. moved L1 if so when?
SR ¢ list major alteratrons -and dates (1f known)

12. PHOTO:  NJM~6 neg 7a. | © 13. MAP;  Bowe-Anderson
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'fflheads that catch the 1ight, and 9/

. The 1785 Edwards Homestead |

14, THREATS TO BUl’LDlNKVG ~a.none: kn nX%  b.zo ‘
R e developers . e detenoratlon E]

S I5. RhLAThD OUTBUlLDlNGS AND P

1~landscape features: “privy m rom ‘H
J(ermllkhouse and general store

SURROUND!NGS ‘OF THE BUILDING (check ‘more than one if qecessary) ‘
a open land l:l b woodland . I

(lndlcate if bu11dmg or. structure IS m an hlStOl’lC dlstrlc' f , ,
‘ The Edwardéa Homestead and Museum is located on the Northeast
" corner of Edwards Street and Collins Avenue,‘and ‘shares it
site with other recent Hlstorlcal Soc ety acquisitlons, such
as the privy, mllkhouse, general store, and marine museum,

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (mcludmg interior features if known):
Vl% stery 5 bay gabla reof house w1th high roaf plated,transomed

_entrance, shingled exterior of or %inal shingles with na11~,
w1ndows.,n P

' ’SIGNIFICANCE

19.. '_DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION B ,'15?,8'5' S
ARCHHECT | |
| ;BLHLDER -

20. HlSTORlCAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

_ d is the oldest house bullt in. Sayv1lle
and the plot upon which it stands is the last vestige of the large
,original farmlands John and Sarah Edwards pruchased from the -
William Nlcholl Grant in 1786 for approwimately three dollars .
»an acre, and it encempassed ‘the whole of that which is today known
, "0ld south Sayville. The Edwards Hemestead is a Designated'
Tewn Landmark ; . :

L SOURCES Lt : L
*"Parthof Hlstory is Prese“ved " Suffokk County News, March 28
i 197 -
{kf,J Chace, HMaC;YAA"
22 THEME; Ph‘ia_
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THE NECESSARY HOUSE, seen in the top phom m us ongmal setting
in back of the former Nettie Crosby home on Middle Road, Sayville, ..
long unused, neglected and forgotten. In The middie lelt pﬂof‘o', ﬂxe

small building is loaded onto a truck to be transperted to its new

location at the Edwards Homestead and Museum, a vine growing out
Yts chimney. Historical experts report this was a “family model” and

is in excellent condition. Clark Minardi and George Morrell, members

of the ‘“Necessary House Committee’’ at the Historical Seciety will

build a foundation at its new site. They are joined here in an inspection
of the “facility” by Mrs. John Edwards and Mrs. F. Palmer Haff,

‘After the move, hottom left, the volunteers pose for photo. S
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“It goes by a number of dif.fer;ent nahﬁes;’. |
but the Sayville Garden Club ’hcize‘choseit :

the one of ‘necessary house’ ?.

.running water and

[ : , ‘ S o w plumbing.

i

Part of History Is Preserved'

It goes by a number of different

r-~names but the Sayville Garden

Club, who got the project un-
derway, has chosen the one of
“Necessary. House”, and, of

- course, one was necessary for

every home before the days of
indoor -

For several years, the Sayv1lle

Historical Society has felt the

need for one to carry out the by-

gone . era the Edwards
" Homestead represents. The
“necessary house’’ that once

really did function there disap-

peared like most of these small
edifices did when the comfort of
indoor plumbing became
available and stylish. But this one
is being re-located to take its

_ place. It comes from the former

Nettie Crosby home on Middle
Road, presently owned by Mr,

“over

and Mrs. Alan Hoost, who have
given the “out-house” to the
historical society so that it will be
. preserved, It was a rare one with
a chimney, and it is supposed to

have also boagted a ﬁ?xg in the
years. it was well-kept, while a

vine-covered arbor enhanced its .

“entrance.

Mrs.. . Neil ~Esposito,.
representing the Sayville Garden
Club, who two years ago-took.
the responsibility - of
restoring and maintaining the
gardens of the Edwards
Homestead, and has since been
joined in the project by the
Rotary, Kiwanis and Lions Clubs,
prevailed upon the Sayville Fire
Department for assistance in
moving the small building. The
move took place Sunday mor-

_ ning, under the direction of Chief

Bob Wines.

The 1785 Edwards Homestead
is the oldest house built in
Sayville and the plot upon which
it stands is the last vestige of the
large original farmlands- John
and Sarah Edwards purchased
from the Wm, Nicoll Grant in 1786.
for approximately three dollars
an acre, and it encompassed the -
whole of that which is today '
known as ‘‘old south Sayville.”.

The Homestead and its ad-
joining buildings are maintained
by the Sayville Historical Society
for the community, and it
welcomes interested persons to
become members. It meets the
third Wednesday evening of each
month, has a “‘wark night'’ every

.

‘Monday evening, and is open for
visitors to browse the first
Sunday afternoon of each month,
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Suffolk County News, 11/15/79
Edwards Homestead

- adjoining buildings, now maintained asa it still day. The orig
_museum: by Sayville Historical Society’ ‘land, -purchased in 1786 from : » -
once looked: like this (top) in-the early . grant ‘encompassed:what s ‘today ‘ TR e
- 1920’s, when it was still a farm and the  south ‘part of Sayv ' g O
Edwards brothers, Charles and William, ~ Browns River west to betwee Candee” ~ = T e
also were- housemovers Their sign.is  and Green Avenues, from the Bay notth ‘ )
 painted on the side of one of the barns.  to approximately Tariff Street. Edwards
The barns pictured faced Collins Avenue Family Album L




f Past,

~

bol o
Is Mov

ym

N ecessary H ovu\-se, |

dTo

e

6 @L@m@;’uqms | 3/951/ 74 .




11
12.

13.

4.

1s.
16.

17.

18.

. DSP-23

3770 103-05- 0008 .

S 729
NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST

STATEWIDE SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

Mame (Common and Historic) Sayville Historical Soc., Edwards Homestead

Location 2. Suffolk 3. Islip 4. EBNVILLE
County Town Village or City

Address or Location 38 Edwards St,, Sayville, L. I.

(NE. CORNEV. Enwrrps 2 Cowtins S‘rs)

Type Federal 7. Subiject or Theme (Qﬁf

Date of Construction 178% 9. Architect (If Known)

Builder (If known)

Original Owner

Driginal Use Resgidence
Present Owner Bayville Hist, Soc,
: Name
same
Address
Present Use Museum
Physical Condition Good

surveys L, I. Survey, Office of Plannin”g Coordination

Puture Action None

Surveyed by Robert. Wiggins, Cuddebackville, N. Y,, Feb, 68.
Date Surveyed




DBP~20 (2/67 NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST
{ - ) ‘ ' Y-
= Sites and Structures Survey /63 e - oY
Preliminary Listing

(Please type or print in ink.)

E‘Dw P33 («\f]o rMESTOEAY -
Site or Structure Stmc,%ure County Suffolk
P
Date or period Early 1700 - Town or City Sayville

Address or Exact Location Corner of Edwards St. and Collins Ave,

— st

Sayville, Long Island

a4 4 van .

Check one: Site only Visable ruins Intact historic structure *

[ e T

Interpretative relationship (check as applica-ble): Archeological Labor

Architectural x Biographical A griciﬂtural Indian

Business or industrial Transportation Mass media

Military Political | Réliéious N Educational

Literary Creative arts Performing arts Scientific

Folklore Other (speéify)

History and Significance: _opjginal homestead of Edwards family, first

gsettlers in area now known as Sayville. Purchased from part of__

" Sources for further historical information:

®A History of Early Sayville" by Clarissa Edwards 1935
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- Photographs attached: Yes No X (Available) (over)



