




Built by J.E. Van Orden, prior to 1902
From: Van Orden Album, Starace Collection
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New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau
Peebles Island, PO Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189 518-237-8643

Bernadette Castro
Commissioner

RESOURCE EVALUATION DATE: July, 1995 STAFF: John Auwaerter
PROPERTY: Lona Island Railroad Station NCD: Town of Islip
ADDRESS: Oakdale: Montauk Highway COUNTY: Suffolk
PROJECT REF: ~9~4.:.P.:.:R:.=1""8",,5,,,,5,-- USN: 10305.000341, .000866

I. Property is individually listed on the State and National Registers.
Name of listing:

Property is a contributing component of a S/NR district.
Name of district:

II.-K- Properties meet criterion * C for inclusion in the State
and National Registers of Historic Places.
Property contributes to a district which meets criterion *
for inclusion in the State and National Registers of Historic Places.
Post SRB: SRB date: NR Application pending: _

* Criteria for Inclusion in the National Register:

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history;

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method

of construction; or represents the work of a master; or possess high
artistic values; or represents a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components may lack individual distinction;

D. Have yielded, or may be likely to yield information important in
prehistory or history.

STATEMENTS OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The Oakdale Station of the Long Island Railroad meets National Register
Criterion C as a distinctive example of a late nineteenth-century railroad
station on Long Island representative of Romanesque Revival architecture.
With further research, the station may also prove eligible under Criterion A
for its association with the near-by estate of William K. Vanderbilt, Idle
Hour. Built in 1895, (architect unknown), the station was commissioned and
paid for by William K. Vanderbilt. The building is brick with a broad,
sloping roof, hipped-roof dormers, an eye-brow dormer, triple casement
windows, and a porte cochere supported by a broad masonry arch. The station
is set back from Montauk Highway, although the plaza is now mostly paved for
parking. Although the tile roof was removed in the 1980s, the station
overall appears to retain much of its historic fabric.

A freight house, located west of the station, dates to roughly the same
period and contributes to the significance of the station complex. It is a
brick building with a low hipped roof and open eaves with wood braces.
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J.E. Van Orden cost-$10 ,OOO-paid by WK Vanderb,il tBUILDER:

18..OTHER NOTABL~ FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE

it story brick' building with tile hip roof with eyebrow and hip
roof dormers •• 'There is a porte cochere with great Richardsonian
'arches on the eastside, and English style triple casement
windows all around. Mullioned transoms are present on the
west frpnt faqade. pesignated Town Landmark.

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIALCONSTRUCTI ON:__~LL..'--_--'---'-- -:-- _

. ARCHITECT: -,-- . --,- _

" "-

21. SOURCES:
J.E. Van Orden Album, Starace Collection
Charies P. Dickersin, A History of the Sa~ille Community, Suff~lk

County News, 197.ci, p.' 4- 5.
22, THOlE:

Prepared byl Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities
Setauket, New York 11733
Nina Nonastero, Research Assistant
June, 1979

20. 'HisTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:

.0,' The Oakdale Railroad Station was built. fo~ ... ~ William
K. Vanderbilt, on land given by Christopher-Robert. from
his Peperidge Hall Estate. '. .
This is a building of considerable ar-ch i t.e ctuaaL sophistication.
It woulo,.J)e..of ..in,terest to know who the architect was. .
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* Criteria for Inclusion in the National Register:

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history;

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method

of construction; or represents the work of a master; or possess high
artistic values; or represents a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components may lack individual distinction;

D. Have yielded, or may be likely to yield information important in
prehistory or history.

STATEMENTS OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The Oakdale Station of the Long Island Railroad meets National Register
Criterion C as a distinctive example of a late nineteenth-century railroad
station on Long Island representative of Romanesque Revival architecture.
With further research, the station may also prove eligible under Criterion A
for its association with the near-by estate of William K. vanderbilt, Idle
Hour. Built in 1895, (architect unknown), the station was commissioned and
paid for by William K. Vanderbilt. The building is brick with a broad,
sloping roof, hipped-roof dormers, an eye-brow dormer, triple casement
windows, and a porte cochere supported by a broad masonry arch. The station
is set back from Montauk Highway, although the plaza is now mostly paved for
parking. Although the tile roof was removed in the 1980s, the station
overall appears to retain much of its historic fabric.

A freight house, located west of the station, dates to roughly the same
period and contributes to the significance of the station complex. It is a
brick building with a low hipped roof and open eaves with wood braces.
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