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IDENTIFICATION B ; Lo
N 1. BUILDING NAMEig f) St. Marygis Roman Cathelic Church
) 2. COUNTY: olk _ FQWNITY: Isllp —___VILLAGE: Bast Islip.
<z 3. STREET LOCATION: 118 Wes Main St o8 o :
AEn 4. OWNERSHIP:  a. public [ b private &I
:2’)3 E 121 S. PRESENT OWNERF:' ADDRESS
£ 6 § 6. USE: Original: _ Church Present: —fmrch
i‘ﬂ: g 5 7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes No O
Bi Interior accessible:  Explain
B DESCRIPTION
g 8. BUILDING a. clapboard [1  b. stone [J c. brick [J  d. board and batten [] R
! d MATERIAL: e. cobblestone [1 f. shingles (E g. stucco [ other: ASbegtog shingles
(o} .
“ 9. STRUCTURAL - a. wood frame with interlocking joints [J
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members & -
J(if known) - - ¢. masonry- load-bearing walls (]~ -
- ~d. metal (explain)- :

e. other Lo .o
10. CONDITION:  a. excellent ¥ b. good (1~ ¢. fair O] d. deteriorated [J

11. INTEGRITY:  a. original site X b. moved [  if so,when?
c. list major alterations and dates (if known):

Asbestos shlngles or Parish Hall and Church; Eront porch of Parish Hall
‘ CSEWER MAF cp—n
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14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known [ b.zoning [} ¢. roads []
d. developers [ e. deterioration [1]
f. other: ‘
15.. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY o
a. barn{] b. carriage house [J~ c¢. garage [‘j
d.privy 0  e.shed ] f. greenhouse O
"g.shop [J  h. gardens’ D o
i. landscape féatures: * °
* j. other: Miﬂh_ﬁall
16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING _ (check more than one if necessary):
a.open land [] b. woodland [
c. scattered buildings &J . v
d. densely built- -up e. commercial &
. f. industrial D & residential (X
"~ h.other: ' R

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):
Parish Hall: Paired Tuscan columns; dentils; Palladiam windows in the
gable (may be later); original 12/ 12 Win:dgst' windewheads with Gothic
returm' original 'm:'ick chimney; moved in 1879 to present site,
Charch‘:@@lonial Revival Style siructure; elock tower modelled after
Tndependence Hall, Philadelphia.

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION:__ Church: 1902 or 18987

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER:

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:

In November 1879, a group of East Islip and Islip Cathollcs bought the
0ld St. Mark'®s Episcepal Church building for $510 amd moved it to its
present site, This building is now St. Mary's Hall. The cernerstone
of St. Mary's Church was laid on March 25, 19€@1 and was completed :Eor
publie worship in the summer of 1902,

1915 map: Roman Catholic Church, 2 story Eectory, 2 story Parish Hall,?

2 story school, 2 related outbuildings.

* "A Brief History of East Islip". IslipoBulletin, June 22, 1967.
« Babylon Beacom. July 22, 1976.
* Bailey, Vernon Howe., N.¥. Sun, April 27, 1936,

21. SOURCES:
« Bast of Isl

ip-An Farly History. ¥Friends of the BEast Islip Library.
1969, p.
* Hyde, E. Belchgr. Atlas of the Ocean Shore of Suffolk Coun‘ty, mI.»;;
52, THEME. Westerly Sectiom, Brooklyn-Nanhattan, 1915. '
Research by: Sociely for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquitids
Barbara Nadel, Research Assistant
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{ireland, France & Ireland, Defender ot the Faith’’,.

The Nicoll family wercof Eng~
Tish mceﬂtr',,x nfluential men who
participated in the early Colonial
hislory of New York. Matthias
Mienll was the first Secretary of
the Provines of New York, lawy-
er, judee and compiler of the
{amons
Province of New York, His only
surviving son, William Nicoll was
rranted ihe first patent for land
witiin the Town of I5lip. He .':15
= xvfﬂ“fﬂllav,:vt. whoentereda
career in publie service when he
was  appointed Register of the
Crert of Admiralty in 1683 In
1657 hewas commissioned Attor-
» Geperalof NowYork by Gov-~
crror Dongian, On November 29,
1053, Winnaruaheagh, Sachem ot
IRE Conntqunt Indians sold to
g h;Hnm Nicolls of the City of
New York, Gent.’’ the neck west
0f vhe river Coretquot (now more
senorally known as Great River)
~n which Nicoll and hig descend~
on's made theichome, Altogether
Vitliam Nicoll secured four pat=
: the last purchased on
ntember 20, 1697,
te {slip Grange,named for the
roli ancestral home in North~
avpshive, Fagland, when he was
denfed a scat as a don-resident
renvesentative of Suffoih Covnty
to the Colonial Assemblyin 1701,
Trom October 20, 1702 until his
doathe he represented Suffolk
(Inm*v in the Colonnmsserﬁbly,

wving as speaker of the house

n r‘l

n)n
M st the earliest Nicoll residence
sizod on the large neck of land
;h«;m as WMicolls Neck on the |
orounds of Heckscher State Park.
The original Nicoll grant was
shout 51,000 acres and was larger
than any of the patents on Long
fshand. Ttvas sitnated onthe south
sice-of Long Island between Islip
and Patchome  and extended in-
lnnd to the center of the Island

cmhracing Lake Ronkonkomdand

the pres»ﬁ villages of Bayport,
Sasville, O'ﬂ(dale, Great River
onl East T sHp 4 but not the vil-
Iase of Tslip. Aundrew Gibb, agen-
the men, and originally a tenant
Tirmer and friend of William
Mieoll becams patentee bf the
riesent vitlage of Islip on MAarch
25, 1682, Perhaps their friend-
ship develoned when Andrew Gibh
sirceaded Witlizm. Nicoll as
Clerk of Queens County - Micoll
v Cleck in 16383, On Februnry

1700 William Nicoll and An<
dreay Gibd drew up an agreement
rncerning their equalownership
capense in a rrnt mill and
had built on
Wmm hag p »mp River

’3 "»rr"\b

rom
{iikh ench being entitlas
oany oot ’rhe other for 320

“uke’s Laws® of the -

He built his’

{on ~

For 2
ily owed property in the Islip
arca. Inthenineteenth coentury the
estatr was partitioned between
Wilkam Nicoll, seventh and last |
owrer of the Islip estate and .
Frinces Louisa Nicoll, wife of

‘Gneral William H. ' Ludlow The
Conetquot  (or  Great River) -
brmed the line of division. By
1849 the. Nicoll property had
:dwindled to 40,000 acres and by
1906 the ex¢cutors of Mr, Nicoll’s
-estate sold the last 1100 acres,
This terminated the entailment
of seven generations of a family
outstanding for their service to

«© ommuﬁvfy Ne»ds

In the course of time the com -
munity expanded. The East Islip *
Postoffice, established on Jan-
uary 16, 1890 gave East Islip

its official name, Formerly ithad

been called *‘east of Islip.”?
From the original one-room

school,the East Islip school en+ -

rollment increased through the
years. In 1885, $8100 was appro-
priated for a theee roombhilding
and 35300 for two acres of landon
South Country Road(teday’s Main
Street). Belween 1892 to 1902
addiional rooms were 2dded so
that by 1905 it hadgrownioanine
room school.(In 1924 the district
approved the construction of the

many . years, It is probable (\Dmsent three - story building. It

was with these new facilities that

East Islip began to ofier a fullfounr -

year high scheol program. The
‘impact of home developmernt

, cal'ght up with East Islip andthis

inerease in popunlation resuited
in further scheol construclmn
The District at present consists
of a Senior High School, a Junior
High Schonl and five e!emenhry
schools,

There are two private qchcols
iin Fast Islip. St. Mary’s School
was operned in Septermber 1914

'nf Notre  Dame,
Parish built a new 24 ¢lassroom
school to accormodate the 1100
students  enrolled. In 1941 the

Hewlett Scheol moved {rom Heiwv-

lett Park, Long Island to “iVocd-
land’’ the Aymar Johnson estate
on Suffoly Lane in East Islip.
The originalpurpose cfthe school
was to edicate youre ladies to
take their place inseetety. Today
students are cducated from pre-
school throngh high scheol
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g w, sed o vide® (Trust but looicout in whom) is the motto on the Nicoll June 22,

This wag bestowed in 1467 and confirmed in 1601 -
souveraigne Lady Glizabeth by the grace of GodQueenof

23 yeavs, the I\xcollhm- ‘
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Placos of Worship

St. Jom’s Episcopal Church in
Oakdale is included inthishistory

i of East Islip because it was built -
i in 1765 on the property of “Lawy-
L er” or ¢Clerk™ William Nicoll;

grandson of the Patentee, Thisis
the oldest church on the south

Jicoll, the severthandlastowner
of Islip Grange gave the land on
which  the Emanual Episcepal
Chureh in Great River was found-

| ed in 1362, He is buried in the |
! cemete
;J On November 5; 1879, & smal
iprmrp of Fast Ishp and Islip

¢lose to the Church. rj

.. Roman Catholics purchased the

v old St. Martk's Episcopal OO urcﬁ

their town, to theircouwntryandto
th"lr church_ ,

building for $510.00 and moved 1t
to its present site on the Main
Street of East Islip: This is now

! St. Mary's Hall. Theenmerstoné :
TTof OF, hary's Church was laid on

March 25, 1901. There are 3500
families in St. Mary’s patish to~ .
day “The Christ Lutheran Church
in Islip Terrace was orgamized
. by 20 persons who signed the

charter in February 1915 Sevv= |
ices {in German) were held each
Sundny afternoon in a building
which was a reconverted chicken |
coop on the property donated by
Richard Wolpert, Sr. The f{irst
Sunday scheol was organized in
- Februry. 1915. There are noiy -
four additional places of worship
in the East Islip area. They are:

ta

Cluh in Oakdale.  Thore werd
three prominent hiotels in Ln'
Inlip = The Pavillon, with :‘c';‘
(:()"xouuhona for 125 puests and
siakle reom for 50 horses, h‘g
Ioke Louse, built in 1856 and
kuown for its fine cuising, and
the Somerset House, opeiied a-

| shore of Long Island. Willlam | 1" 1514,

1t w25 at-a meeting inthe Som-

erspt fouse on Oclober 31, 1684,
that 77 citizens of Fast Isty)
jet {0 request a charvter for s
1oeal Bash, On Jagury 22, 160
{he First National Dork ol @
5iip commeneed -wn Ve
ims oificors wad Goe b
in a smail reniad r,»'.;-m ¢
corner. of flarvisen Avonue oo
Main Sireet. This pn. FELE D
is ot ot St Mary's Sehool

1625 the Dank mmuj zernss L 2 A
TEEat to the oonosile cothier, by

£10800 a spatious modern buildiz
vm.x amale parking  was con-
stoected. It islocatedon therarth
‘sida  of IMain Sirect near e
Junior [Tigh School on Iondformes-
“erly  Lnowmn as the Siiver Fow
! Farm. Today the Bank is encof
(i fnstest prowing independent
'r-cn-: ey Bamis,

I 1960 e Past Ishn Public
L n"u‘y opened it doors for the
Pfirst time In the old Fast islip
Bark building atHay nsml\vpnw
ard Main Steect, s

The East Islip Christian Re-:

Assmebly, the Congregation of
Jehovan’s Witnesses and B’nai
Israel Temple.

Exponsro‘h
Whether the accumulahoh of

Iarge tracts of land byafe‘vovm~ .

1.
ettt e 5 42

ers was resp(ms:ble for the slow
increase in the populationof Islip

" is not krnown, There weré only 31

fresholders at the first Islip

; Town Meeting held the first Tues- -
. under the tutelage of the Sisters | €ay in April 1720. By 1790 the ..

Recently. the -
" ever, it rose from 1909 in 1840 <

population of Tslip was 609 how-
to 11,073 in 1890. The Southside

. Railroad reached Islip in 1863,

and -this convenience, tcgether
with the new resort hotels nos
coubt attracted many new peodle
to the Great Souwth.Bay. Prior
to the 1360°s, Eliphalet Snecdecor
was the proprietor of Snedecor’s

Irn - on the grounds of the well-

' (Continued on page 18)
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| I ’ ‘East l:lié, L, 1.——St. Mary's Church. L o

‘* Here is a view of St. Mary's Roman Catholic ... "+ of Brookl)m, was org'anizgdz thirty-elzht years
L Church of East Islip, Suffolk county, L. L.- The ‘sgo. It has & parochial achool conducted by ::
L:hurch, which is connected with the Diogeu Siste_rg of Notre Dame.'k' . R ‘i
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH of East Islip was built in 1902, although
seryices had been held in what is now the Parish Hall since 1879. In
its early years the now-familiar white landmark was decked out in

b,rf’w" Fhingles. ‘{i&}%&’m« Bt T [ 13/7&
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H.I. Hazelton, The Boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens, Coun

i

Nassau and Suffolk, Lewis Publishing Co,, vol,II, 192

ISLIP

SCHOOL. HOUSE ST. MARY'S SCHOOL AND CHURCH
MASONIC TEMPLE ’ FIRE ISLAND LIGHT TIOUSE
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One of the old-time institutions of Ibhp Was the Olympic Club, e
© located at the foot of Saxon Avenue, ' It was orgamzed in 1854 by
~ volunteer firemen.of New York City and by 1874 owned geveiniteen and .-

" a half acres with five buildings. It was dlsbanded 1n 1909 ¢ nd in the "
19208 the maim>building burned down. ,

0 The first newspaper in Islip was the I%dem sta ed

~ was followed in 1900 by the Iskp Herald which was fi
by the Bay Shore Journal. The Press was first prin
Fdward Gorton. It was owned and econtrolled by hi
~family until it was sold in 1925 to the Consolidated Preéss
Bast Islip was considered a part of Islip village ui

its own post office was established. Its growth was long etarded
by the laige acreages held by the Taylors, the Johnsons and the =
- Nicolls. The principal business enterprises were t}nee” large hotels =

which were the summer havens of wealthy people. They were

located on Main Street, the Pavilion on tha corner of Suffolk Lane;
across the way, the Take House, and farther east, the Somerset House.

The swankiest of these was the three-story Pawhon ich accommio-

dated 125 guests and had stables for fifty horses. The glwsts owned

theit own horses and coaches. The Lake House began its existence
in 1856, It was more old faghioned and depended upon good cooking

to draw its clientele. It had bath houses on the lake for guests. When "‘. i
“the Pavilion burned down @nd the Liake House was moved to make

- a store, many of their wealthy patrons bullt summer homes near at
hand. - '
- The youth of F East ISllp at first had to walk tw

room school near Great River. In 1858, it beeame 4 .wo-rr)om school,

In 1872, there were 101 students. The teachers’ wages were $614.64
and the value of the building was $1500. In 1883, the school burned
down and a three-room building was built on the présen’c site of the

Tast Islip High School. The present ngh School was erected in

‘ 1926. «
~ A hook and ladder <=mnpany Wwos orgsmwed in Das

'Iahp in 1889,

Its apparatus was a hand-drawn truck which was housed in a little
building just west of St. Mary’s Hall. The department began its
existerico in 1892, The fine fireliouse which was built in 1928 still has -

the old bell which was given in 1891 by George 'laylm,
‘ St Mary’s Rmnan Catholie is the only church building in Kast
© Islip. It was built in 1808 by the Rev. Kdward H. Duffy, the first

resident priest. Iirected since are the rectory, the school and the
Sisters’ home. '
Sayville, a ﬂumng village of 3950 people, the seaond largest in
Islip Town, was until 1795 a part of the Nicoll estate, At that time,
Willett Green and John Edwards purchased the land which the village
~oceupies.  John Edwards took the eastern patt because he and his
. brother were already living there, having had some. arrangement
- with the Nicoll family, Joln Edwards built his house in 1761, It
“stood on the corner of Edwards Street and Foster Avenue, Willett
(Green came from Huntington. These tracts of land were divided
and aub divided. : S

Bailey, ‘Pau]_.,, Long: Island, A Historvy of Two G
Nassau and Suffolk, Lewis Publis)




