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ID3-UNIQUE SITE NO.-=-==--lO:~--W~'\1
QUAD _

SERIES -----------
NEG. NO.

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBANY, NEWYORK (518) 474-0479

BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM

YOUR NAME:4:-Qa~,O:~w::f:E!;iii]) DATE: 2 Se])tember 1976

YOUR ADDRESS: 655 Main S:treei; TELEPHONE: 5516 581-200e
1sli]). L ..1 ... N.Y. 1:1'151

ORGANIZATION (if any); De.;partm:entof-.Plamlins. Housing & :Devela'!)me:n"ti

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

No 0

d. board and batten 0
other:A,sbestl1Iis shingle,s

b. stone 0 c. brick 0
f. shingles ca g. stucco 0

a. clapboard 0
e. cobblestone 0

9. STRUCTURAL
SYSTEM:

c(if knovn)

IDENTIFICATION
I. BUlLDlNGNAME(S): "st .. Mar" Roman Cathglic ahurd,
2. COUNTY; Suffo:Ik " WN ITY: - I$l,ip VILLAGE: East Islip, !

3. STREET LOCATION: 118 W~· in st •• -read, Isil1p,s:ouih aao. €tt ail''I'"98"1;

4. OWNERSHIP: a. public 0 h private ~
5. PRESENT OWNER:,...-,--..-- -- ADDRESS: ...,..,.,,-----.,...-~ _
6. USE: Original: Qnurch Present :_'•• _•..::;C;::i:;;=:'UIr='':...:c=:;l::,i':--"' --'=:----

7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes [In
Interior accessible: Explain _

DESCRIPTION
8. BUILDING

MATERIAL:

a. wood frame with interlocking.joints 0
b. wood frame-with light members "j£]
c. masonry-load-bearing walls 0
d. metal (explain) --'---'-""---'---'- --'--------'----'----
e. other' .

10. CONDITION: a. excellent iJ b. good Doc. 'fair 0 d. deteriorated 0
II. INTEGRITY: a. original site !XI b. moved 0 if so,when?

c. list major alterations and' dates (if known): ----------
.Asbestos shingles OJ! Parish Hall and Church;

-i~~fbt~~_?-t!i:A FJe6lAl(V~·1
12. PHOTO: L.WfLl"-lb e;;w 13. MAP:



b. zoning 0 c. roads 0
e. deterioration 0

14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known 0
d. developers 0
f. other: -------~------

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY; ..... .. .......h
a. barnO b. carriage hou~D c. garage U
d. privy 0 e. shed 0 L greenhouse 0
g. shop 0 h.· galdensD
i. landscape features:" - ;;

; j. other: PtU'.1sh~Bf....c'="'a....l .....1-----~---...,.---
16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than one if necessary):

a. open land 0 b. woodland 0
c. scattered buildings~ J

d. densely built-up gg e. commercial~
f. industrial 0 g. residential OC
h.other: ...,._-----------

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROuNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

]?arishHall: Paired Tu.scarr columns; . dentils ;J?aIl.adiau windows in the
i~ble (mal! be later); original 12/12 windilws;: windowheads with Gothic
returm; original 'brick chimney; movEH!: in 1879 to present site.
01!l:1.1:n'ch: €lolonial Re'\PiTu Style siructure; clock iower model1.ed after
Independence Hall" Philadelphia.

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: CllLurdt: 1902. or 1898?

ARCHITECT: ...,._- ...,._--------------__

BUILDER: ...,._------- ___

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
:Ur Novemmer 18'19. a p-ou.p of East Is1ip and Isl.ip Catho1i.cs bought ti:e
old St .. Ma:rk"sEpi.J~copal Chuch bui1ding for 1510 and IDtlved it to its
JI?:resent site. Tliis building is now St .. Mary"$ Hall. Tile ()(!}rne:rstone
o;f St., Ma:ry~s Church was laial on March 2.5" 19t11 and WaS completed for
JPublie worship in the summer o·f 1902 ..
'1915 map: Roman Catholic Church, 2, stor7 Rectory, 2 story Parish Hallfl

2 artory school, 2 related outb;ud:J..dings.

Friends of the East Islip Li.brary.

• "A B)rie:fHiste>ry of Ea:st Isll.p,". Islii'PEulletin, June 22,196'7'.
• J3abylon Beaco:rJJ., July 22, 1916 •
• Bailey, Vernon Howe. N.Y. Sun .. April. 21" 1936.

21. SOURCES:

• J81.ast. of IS~~!9~np~a7:YHistory.

• H~~e'TH~~1::~;:~:~i:r .~:;t~.o:: t~()~~~~_~:nli:t~~~uf§~~~ count~rL.,I."
liesearcFr by: SocIety for the l':t:'ese;rViatlon ot Long Islamd Antiquiiidi:.j.a

Barbara Nadel, Researcil Ass:istant

IL_, -- ---~------.
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EAST 'ISLIP PUBLIC L1SfU'

PAMPHLET FILE

[slip Bulletin a Phdtostat
A BRIEF HISTORY OF L~ST lSI

J"une 22, 1967 ~'1S{
~. t-

(Cor/tirmed on page 18)'

"Viet'-; ::wd cum vide" (Trust hut 100\: out in whom) is the motto on the N icoll
untof' urrns and .crest. This was bestowed in 14G7 and confirmed in 1601
in the "rair;ne of souvern.igne Lady Elizabeth by the grace of God Queen of
I:lp;lancl, France & Ireland, Defender ol the Faith"...

,,', ,,~ .. l]'1 [ mlly wcro of Ena- For 223 years, the Nicoll tam'':' r PloCQ1J o~ Worship hnovin $olllli Sid;.: S,;n;t~;trl:ll1~
1.1. "Ie( ;1 h 'I '1 rtv I th I I' ' Cluj) in Oal.dale. Tl>~f{) \'",T(

Ii :;\1 ancestry, influentlal men who I Y OiITI€{ prope y to . e SiP St• John's Episcopa1 Chill",ch inh . t t' • I I I'area In the nlneteenth ccntury th t reo promuten toto ~ n-'\~;'l;
pn:icip:ttcd in the enrly Colonial < b' .~., b ,e Oakdale isincludeditlthishistory It;lip-, The l'avi\lo!1. wilh :'("1

hisiorv of New York. Matthias c~.l1"" wa:! partitioned etween I of East Islipbecallse it wasbllilt cornodations fot" 12:. l;tlt:ds n:1tl
~;iCill1' was thefi rst Secretary of \yJ!;larn NIcoll. sev:enth and last I in 1765on thepropertyof ULawy- st:ililc room tor 50 !IOI'50s, the
tht: Prnvince of New York, lawy- ~vrer °Lf t~e ISN~:P ellstat~f andr i er" or "Clerk" William Nicoll" I ..'Ie House built in l~'iG nne
'. '1 f th J: l,1nCeS OUlsa, ICO • "11 eo, ' ' r th p 't't' . Th' ......' .:' "'. • ' .. ' .. .

''1', Jl1d,:e Lind compi er 0 e , grandson 0, e a en ee, IS15 kt:(J;vl1 for its fino CUIWIC, anc
fl\ilOIlS "Duke's Laws" of the" ... • . '.. the oldest church on the ,s;:t1th the $o:11ersct House, opened a-

~i:,,~:;,\5i~i@:r.{~~ii~~i! ~¥~::Cffi,,":1~~1:{~~~i!!~5~"p~~~,;~lii,\1£!f,;i~+,t~1~~I,~:'~~tJ(r.:fi1i'
:i :::lc("~ss[ll:!l";·.'jt:rwhoentere(ld :tlv/IOdled to 40,000 acres and by Church in GreatHlverwaSrOtU1d- jf't to tt(j1K"st ::t charter ror ,I
ca rccr in public servlcewhen he UlOa the executors of Mr. Nicoll's ed in i'Sll2" He is buried in tho! l;><:j} b:-...-;'!t. On ,]ap.ury :1\ l~:·J.
'.':1 '; appointed,Regis~er of the ;st;ate sold. the last 1100 ~crcs, ceme!en. Close",to the ~hurch~ etC First N~,t:D:'nl p,~.:.~ cr 1::;;,1
C"'lrt of Admiralty In 1833. Tn fhlS termml1ted. the ent<1llm~nt On November e, 1~79, a smt\}r l~ji~ comm,r.co,l -r......:.~ ...... e "';',
!G',; he \v:l" comrntssloned Attnr- of seven. genentlO~g of a \aml1y group of Eas.t IshPand Islip ,h;;)t,iticl;t:1 alaI (:;~" ~, .•;.; ';" .
,'I)" Gonor:d of Ne',.,yor!< hy Gov.. · out~tandmg for t~elr service to ; Roman Cath?hc~\purchased the : in n s;n:;il rel:c-i! r.t;.'~ (1;: ': ,)

; ~:' ~lr r~)t1~?n. On Nov~rnber29, th~~ r to\'f~~~O their-country amJ..to ' ';ld S1. Mark SEPlSCopaI ChUI"eH correr of H3~i.$';:1 ,\ \ :','~';'~ ".~.!
•bol, \I; tnn:I'lunhea~h, Sachem DC, t~,:,~r ch~. ~:'':. , ". ill' building for$510.00 and moved it r,bitl ~rcct. £11l5 PI'':: ;-,,,,-ty r·""

,~onetq:~!ot Indians 5o,It! to " (:orrlmu~it- Needs to its 'present site Ott tMMain I:. fMrt of St. ~,urJ"E: S(~;YJ:• .i.;
'" dll;1m NIcolls of the City of , " 't. Street of East Islip. This is no\.,,1'12£; PJ.C IkmkmlTlinJ ::CI~'$ k:-,

~< ,Y la,rll, Gent," the neck west In.the course of ttrns the CO~~ St. l\l:at"/'s Hall. Thdcomerstone '--r,ti'fCt to tha U';l;'iJ!':ilu curne r-,
(I;'r~ me,! Conetqt1o,t (nowtyl0ro munlty.c:'q)unded..The East Islip of St. Mary's Ctiurch w:1S hid Or'! 1%0 a HP1eiou5 moo~rn buildii:ri
;~'~'I')r:l1Y,,~nown as G.rcat RIver) Postofflce, est'lbhshed, on .Ja~~ March 2!i, 1901. There arc 3500 ,\"/'Wl nln;l:e pilrhinr: Wil5 con-
n:1 ~.hlch i'lco~1 nnd hIS descend- ~ary ~6.. 1890 gave F..ast. Is1Jp families in Sf. Mary'S parish to- :~~ted. It i5y)(:~tcdoi1ther.C1::h
",".:nnrh:.t,~e\rhome.A1tOgeth:r Its offlcml n~me.Form~rlYlthnd day:The Christ. LtrtherrtnChurch s!l1~ . of r:~10 street near .lIe
\, d~,lrn ~11.t)!l secured four P;h- been caned, Crt~t .of Islip." ' in Islip Terrace \'!as orgarfl"lcd JI.::lIOr rEg:' Sdlool on lc:ndforrn-
(:1: '; -. ~he Ji1st ~urchas?d ~n, , From theongm.al one-rOOm by 20 p~rsons Who Signed the ~~t1J hnown as the Sii\'cr Flw
"",tcmber 20, IS!)•• He blltlt hIS school,the &'lst Isltp school en';' • " . • • . .. _ c: _ F:lrtn. TOtL!y tlle H:Jr.lds c.,co!
'.',;;I(P {~Iip (;rilnge,nametl for the rollment increased through the ~narte,r m Fcbnl3ry 19b, ..cr"l~ the fi1.$tcst{;ro~¥itl3 indcpl;mknt
\:,'oll <1ncC'stral home in r-iorth- yenrs. In IRS:;. $RI0n was appro· I:-C5 (m Gertnan) \~ereheld.e~ch CClI'1,try n"n:I:I,
:11'p.;hirc, Foc;bnd. when ho was priated Cor n three rwmbuilding S\l~day afternoon 10 a ,blll}qlng ,t:1\1%U t1:u 1::.st l~;lj:) I'u!llic
';"'l:ecl a scat as a lion-resident and S:;O() for two acres of land on which was a reconverted chiCKen Ln)l~l-Y (l)\.r1?!'tllt!; dl)on; flll' lhl
n'),('~('ntnUve of Suffolk Comty South Country RO:td(torlny's:Main coop on the property dOMted by, first tllllo In Uw oILl East lsli;)
(" If\l~ CDlwlial Assembly in 1701. Street). Between 1Sn2 to I90:? Richard Wolpert, Sr. The first lhp_,-< buildirll~ at 1l~I'ds0111\'1\~nUp
:"I',:lm Odobe. :!O, liO:! until his ac1diiomH rooms were added so Sunday schcol was organized in r.nd 1\l<1i:1 strcct. '
d"IUt h(? r('presented Suffolk that by 1905 it hac1grOl'lntoanine Fcbrury 191!i. There are now'
Cii!ir'ty in th~ Colenial Assembly, room school.(In 1924 the district four additional places of worship
>,:'vin g as speMer ~f the house~pproved the .c:onstrtlction of the) in the East ISpp are~. ~hey are~ .
<in many years. It IS probable ~prescnt three story building, It The East Islip Chnsh:," Re-,
tint the earliest Nicoll residence was with these new facilities that formed, Church, the Full GDspel
~C:r<X1 on the large neck of land East Islip began to offer afuHfollf Assmebly, the Congregation of
hnu:m as Nicolls Nec~ on the year high school program. The Jehovah's Witnesses and B"nai
r:r,l\ll1ds of HeCKscherS1:ateP3rk, impact of home developmerrt Ismel Temple. '"

The",original Nicoll grant was' ~aught IIp with East Islip and this Exponsiolt
:,bollt ;,l,OOOncresandwasiarger Il1crcase in population resulted • !,,' , ~
Ih;lf! ,my of the patents on Long in further schc'(ll construction. Whether the accllrnnlatiO!l of
f"I]rId. It vms sihlatedonthe south The District at present consists large tracts of land by a few own.:.
t,ir:c of Long Island oo~n Islip of a S~niot" High School, a ,Jtlnior----.:..........----..---·. , .
;\11(1 Patchnguc :lnd extended in- Hi~h School and five c1ementnry ers was responsible Cor the slow
hnd to the center or the Island school:!, increase in the populationofIslip
clnbracing L.1!,e Ronkonkom:iand; There ar~ two private schools is not Imown. Therewereon1y31
1:1t: present villages of Bayport, iin E.'1st Islip. St,Mary's &h001 fr~holders at the first Islip
S:"'ville, Oal\d:lle, Great River was openeQ in Seotemb-er 1914 , Town MeetingheldthetirstTues":
z,n! E,,1st Islip fbm not the vil- ,under the tutelage of the Sister3 !. day in April 1720. By 1790 thg ~l~;
hie of Islip. i\nc1rewGibb, agen-ior Notre Dame. Recentlv, the population of Islip waS 609 how-,
jI'mcn, ;md origiMl1y a tt.>nalTt Pilrish built a new ~'11;1as~room ever, it rose from 1909 in 18'tO~
f'ji mer ~:1d friend of i'1i11i.:\m school to nccomrxbte the '1100 to 11,073 in 18~Ot The Southside
:\il:oll became patentee bt the stuc!cnts enrolled. In l~Hi the . TI3ilroad reach~d Islip in 1863,
Pi's')rlt village of Islip on M'1rcn Hewlett School moved from Hew-' and ,this convenience, together
"'i, 1592. Pcrhaps their fri~r1d- lett P:lr~~. Long Island to "WoD{l- . with the new resort hotels no~
::,:p dC'Jelop<O'd "ll'ocn.'\nd~wGibb land" the I\yr;,ar ,Johnson cst;}te CDubt attracted mnny new people
~I'cc'-'c:erJ WiHi::m Nicoll as on Suffo1!<: l~.,ne i.n East Islip, to the Grc,1t Solith.Bay. Prior

, (:J,r!i of q':cens COllnty - Nicoll The origin1l1purpDseofthe schOOl to the 13GO's, Eliphalet Snee~ccor
\,,;]; Cledlin 1683. On Febnl:1ry was to rd'icate yOllT:?, ladies to W3S thc proprietor of Snedeeor's
i. 7 riO [ William Nicoll ;md An..: tahc- their pl~ce in society, Today Irm _ on the grounds of the wel1-
,h,'IV Gibh ell-cIY 1Ij1 nn ;lgreemcnt stt:dcnts arc educated from pre­
,,":"cc minr: Itheir equal ownership schoDI thron,P,'h high schOOl
1(1; exp'.'n:'t' in .1 Grist mill and '
',~ ir.'~ .,:(11 t:nt thc'Y lnd bum G!1

1.;:(. Vi.1n~lnhaprn,~fne River (on
CiL~)':; sk:(~), e;\ch being cntitlr::JJ
,':) TIY o:.it the other for $2(1
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'East Islip, L. I.-St. Mary'. Church. , .
Here Is a viE;W of St. Mary's Roman Catholic . ot Brooklyn, was orpntzed thirty.eill'ht years -J

Church,of Eal;t Islip, Suffolk county. L. I., The ago. It has a parochial .chool conducted b1j'~
~~~rch, which is connected with tho Diocese Sister. ot Notre Dame. ' .

.... '-. _ ,_ _._ '_W'h • • '.... - ~. ' ~ .. - .. .'\ _ _.. '

"

..



By..Gone Days In lsi p

ST. MARY'S CHURCH C!L_~ast~sl~p ~~s~~il~~n loo? althou~
servlces bad been held in what is now: tIle Parish Hall sipce 187'. III

, its early years tbe new-Iamillar .Wh.ite land.mar~ was de~ked out. ill .. ~ ,
brown Ilbingles. .:} .1/ 11 , ,0, ,~. r; I 1.7

_ _ '\".v~~l....th\~A\d- I A':).
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Schweitzer Postal Collection
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ISLIP
ST. M,\RV'S SCHOOL AND CHU)ICf[

FmE ISLAND I,TGIIT HOlTSI':

I.,U.¢,·4¥i4t .. hC;;,Iik,·r

SCHOOL HOlTS E
MASONIC TEMPLE

; a: 4"UUJ$$I4hiQ ;,;
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330 LONG ISLANU-NA~SAU AND SUFFOLK,' .
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One of the old-time institutions of lslip was th~ Oly.mpic Club,
located at the foot of Saxon Avenue. It was organized in 185tl by
volunteer firetnen.of New York City and by 1874 owned S~veiiteen and
a half acres with five buildings. It was disbanded in 1909, and in the
1920s the main' building burned down. ..'...... i . .

The first newspaper in Islip was the Index, start ,.
was followed in 1DOO by the Islip Herald which was. ly. absorbed
by the Bay Shore Jou,rnal. rrhe Press was first prihted in 1912 by
Edward Gorton. It was owned and 'controlled by" . ndhis
family until it was sold in 1925 to the Cor~solidated Pte, ..', ....

lJJMt Islip was considered a part of Islip village uhtil1896' when'
its own post office was established. Its growth was long' retarded
by the large acreages held by the ~raylol's, the JOhlisons.artd the
Nicolls. The principal business enterprises were three large hotels
which were the summer havens of wealthy people.. 1'hey were
located on Main Street, the Pavilion on tho coi'ner of Suffolk Lane ;
across the way, the Lake House, and farther east, the Somerset House.
The swankiest of these was the three-story Pavilion,which accommo­
dat?d 125 guests and had stables for fifty horses. The &uest51,o\Vued
their own horses and coaches. The Lake House began. ItS. exultence
in 1856. It was more old fashioned and depended upongdod cooking
to draw its clientele. It had bath houses on the lake for gUMtS•. When
the Pavilion burned down and the Lake House was moved to make
a store, many of their wealthy patrons built summer homes near at
hand. . .' ..' ... '. ,

'I'he youth of East Islip at first had to waik two miles to a one­
room school neat Great River. In 1.858, it b~camea two-room school.
In 1872, there were 101. students. The teachers' wageS 'Were $614.64
and the value of the building was $1500. In 1883, the school burned
down and a three-room building was built On the present site of the
East Islip High School. The present High School was erect~d in
1926. _.

" A hook and luader tmrnrntl1J WM orga:t1.i~ed in :East 18Hp in 1~89.
Its apparatns was a hand-drawn truck whICh was housed In a little
building just west of St. Mary's Hall. 'rhe departm b~gan its
existence in lB02. rrlw :fine fit'ohol1se which wns builtin 8 still has
the old bell which WlUI given in 1891 by Geor~N Taylor.. .

St. Maty's Rmnan Cntholic is the only church build~ng jn East
Islip. It was huilt in 1.808 b the Rev. liJdwardH. Duff the first
resident priest. mrec ee since are 1(\ rec ory, e sc 00 an ie
Sisters' home. ' .' '.

Sayville, a thriving' village of 3950 peoplo, the sMond largest in
Islip Town, was l1ntil17D5 a part or the Nicoll estlite,At that time,
Willett Green and .Iohn Edwards purchased the land which the village
occupies. J'ohn Fldwarde took the eastern part bMause he and his
brother were already living there, having had some arrangement
with the Nicoll family. .Jolin Edwards built his house in 1761. It
stood on the corner of Edwarda Street and Foster Avenue. Willett
Green came from Huntington. rl'hese tracts of land were divided
and sub-divided.

(4.

Bail.ey, Paul,
Nassau and
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