Purpose

CONNETQUOT PUBLIC LIBRARY
POLICY 500-20

CODE OF ETHICS

Connetquot Public Library recognizes that sound ethical standards of conduct increase the effectiveness of the Library’s Board of Trustees
and staff and promote public confidence in the Library.

The Board of Trustees recognizes the importance of adopting a Code of Ethics to guide ethical decision-making by Library Trustees and staff.
This Code provides a framework for conduct; it cannot anticipate or prescribe responses to every situation.

Ethical Standards

A

Trustees and staff shall observe the highest standards of truth, integrity, fairness, and public service in all Library-related
activities.

Trustees and staff shall avoid any situation in which personal interests, financial gain, or outside obligations conflict with, or
appear to conflict with, the interests of the Library, its users, or its operations.

Trustees and staff shall comply with the Library’s Conflict of Interest Policy and shall avoid any situation in which personal
interests may conflict with, or appear to conflict with, the interests of the Library. Any actual or potential conflict shall be
disclosed and handled in accordance with Library policy.

Trustees and staff shall distinguish clearly between personal views and official Library positions and shall support Board
decisions once adopted, even when personally disagreeing.

Confidentiality and Legal Compliance

A

Trustees and staff shall maintain the confidentiality of Library records, personnel matters, and other non-public information in
accordance with applicable laws and Library policy.

Trustees and staff shall comply with the New York State Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) and all other applicable
transparency and records laws.

Intellectual Freedom and Intellectual Property

A. The Library upholds the principles of intellectual freedom and opposes censorship of Library materials and services.

B.

Trustees and staff shall respect intellectual property rights and support lawful and ethical use of information resources.
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